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Diligence is investing my time and energy to complete each task assigned to me.

WHAT A CARPENTER TAUGHT ME ABOUT DILIGENCE

By Steve Withrow
Text:  Philippians 4:17

Brethren, join in following my example,

and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.
Introduction

The character quality we are focusing on this month is diligence.  I don’t know how you go about the process of trying to build these qualities into your life, but I always look for models.  I like to find people who embody the quality, and then follow their example, and that’s what our text this morning encourages us to do.

As I thought about “who do I know who embodies diligence?” I realized I knew the perfect person.  You probably do too because he is famous.  This person is my conception of the Ideal Man, and I think most men would agree with me.  He is adored by millions and is absolutely fearless in the face of obstacles that make the rest of us weak-kneed.  He tackles any problem thrown his way with gusto, and always has the perfect response to every situation.  He is diligent to perfection.  He is a man among men, a paragon of virtue, a straight shooter who brims with the quiet confidence of a man holding four aces, and the type of guy any woman would run to in times of domestic crisis.  Entire forests bend to his will….  Are you getting the picture?  I love this guy.

By now you’ve probably already guessed who he is.

He is, of course…  (pause …  clear throat)  Norm Abrams.

Yes, that Norm Abrams, the soft-spoken star of The New Yankee Workshop, and This Old House on PBS.  Guys, you know what I mean, right?  The only thing that scares Norm is to be using his power tools without his safety glasses.  And ladies, who else could build you an entire living room set in just 30 minutes?  It’s gotta be Norm.

Now there are three things about Norm that teach us a lot about diligence, and without getting too heavy into detail I’d like you to think about them with me for the next two to three minutes.

1.
The first thing that I notice about Norm is that he always builds a complete prototype before he builds the piece that we actually see on the show.  Yes, he builds the piece TWICE.  Now why would he do that?  When I look at his prototypes I think, “Hey, that’s good enough for me.”  I’d love to furnish my house with his rejects.


But he builds the prototype for a reason.  You see, Norm doesn’t build these things just to build them.  He builds them to teach us how to build them too.  The prototype is his “practice” session, that way when he goes to teach us, he doesn’t teach us his mistakes.

Now that takes diligence.  Most of us just muddle through life.  But what would happen if we lived our lives for the express purpose of teaching others how to live theirs?  How much more diligent would we be in our preparation?  And how much better we would be in teaching people about Jesus, instead of teaching them our mistakes.

2.
The second thing about Norm is that he insures exact fittings by making templates.  Norm makes templates a lot.  He makes templates for his router.  He makes templates for his table saw.  He makes templates for his band saw.  He makes templates for his drill.  If he was a barber, he’d make a template of your head, then give you the perfect haircut every time in just 30 seconds.


Now, the purpose of a template is to give you an exact cut.  If you use a template, you can cut something, or bore something or align something exactly the same way over and over again without fear of inconsistency.


But for the template to be worth anything, it too must be exact.  Norm takes great care constructing his patterns for his work.  He knows that if the pattern is off, the job is off, and the result is… well, let’s just say it’s not a Norm Abrams kind of job.


I wonder, what kind of patterns are we constructing for our lives?  If people were to follow our walk exactly, would they get anything that looks at all like Jesus, or would the product be faulty?  Looking like Jesus requires grace on His part, but it also requires diligence on my part.


Consider that your life is indeed a template for others to follow.  It should be a pattern that looks like Christ’s pattern to us.  Construct it with care.  Construct it diligently.

3.
The third thing about Norm is just the simple fact that he is a carpenter… a Master Carpenter.  Jesus was a carpenter too.  He did a lot of the same things Norm does, only without the benefits of Porter Cable sponsorship.

Jesus is the consummate builder.  He is building His church, and he oversees every aspect.  The amazing thing is that he lets us participate in the building process too.  For instance, Paul referred to himself as a “master builder.”

How does that reality affect you?  I know this much, I take great comfort in knowing that Jesus knows exactly what to do to build his church.  It is great to know that He is always on the job, perfecting his work in us.  And it is great to know that we can go to Him with any problem, and receive expert counsel.  But once we have received his counsel, we must be diligent to perform it, and finish our assigned tasks.

Conclusion

In closing I would like to leave you with three questions that arise from our thoughts today.

1.
The first is:  Are you living your life with a diligence that will enable you to teach others how life should be lived?  Don’t muddle through.  Take steps to ensure that even your mistakes have some positive value for others.

2.
Second, I would ask, are you diligent in fashioning a life-template that looks just like Jesus?  Christian maturity is the process of becoming a pattern that others can follow.  That’s the lesson of today’s text.  You are the only Jesus many people will ever see.  Never be content until you look just like Him in every way.  And…

3.
The third question would be this:  are you following the instructions of your Master Carpenter?  He is the author (architect) and finisher (finish carpenter), and everything-in-between of our faith.  Study His word diligently.  Talk to Him constantly.  Listen for Him earnestly.  And follow the pattern of those who look like Him relentlessly.
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Diligence is accepting each task as a special assignment from the Lord

And using all my energies to do it quickly and skillfully.


