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The  Subtlety  of  Compromise

How many of you believe the Spirit of God is at work today? How many of you believe there is another spirit at work just as much? It is more than ironic that God has led me to the message today.  You know the story in Exodus . . . and I’ve titled the message “The Subtlety of Compromise.”  Two weeks ago we talked about deception and being a “Great Pretender.”  I mentioned in that message that Truth is as a straight plumb-line.  The enemy attempts to get us to “compromise with his error . . . not necessarily to “give up” truth . . . just to compromise it a little. 

The word subtle is defined as delicately skillful or clever, ingenious, crafty, artful, wily, mysterious, hard to solve, detect, or understand.  Subtlety is the condition of being subtle.  In reading and studying about the plagues many have overlooked the desperate attempts that Pharaoh made to escape the ravages of the plagues and still keep the slaves on whom he depended so much.  Four times did Pharaoh suggest compromises.  Four times did Moses reject them. God has said that if we obey and honor him and reject Satan’s compromises, God will not send the diseases (plagues of Egypt) on us!!!! (Exodus 15:26; Deuteronomy 7:15, 28:58-29:1)

Moses demanded that the Hebrews be set free to go into the wilderness to serve and to worship their God.  But thousands of years later the enemy keeps bombarding us with the same compromise.  Each one an attempt to get us to compromise God’s truth.

Pharaoh’s 1st Compromise was after the first four of the plagues – blood, frogs, lice, and flies.  Exodus 8:25, “And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land.”  Which is to say . . . “do it here, why should you have to go away to do that?”

How many do you know who have said, “You don’t have to go to church to worship God” or “You don’t have to go to church to be a good Christian” or “You can worship God with us, be one of the crowd, stay in “Egypt” with us.”  That’s the message our young people are bombarded with today, “You don’t want to be different, do you?”  “Everybody’s doing it . . . worship your God, but stay here . . . do it with us.”

Now, this compromise was the “weakest” Pharaoh had to offer but keep in mind it was just his first offer!  And it’s the “weakest” today and generally it only works on those who have truly made no commitment to God at all.

What have I told you over and over again???  We need to make decisions that make other decisions for you.  That way you won’t compromise when the challenge comes.  What did God tell Moses to tell Pharaoh? And, what did Moses tell Pharaoh?  “Let my people go . . . a three days journey into the wilderness . . .” In other words, separate yourself completely from Pharaoh and the Egyptians and worship God with all your heart, all your mind, and all your soul.  Translated to today?  1) Sunday belongs to God.  Parents’ don’t let work parties or family parties or boats, farms, etc. keep you from God’s house on Sunday.  Don’t let your kids take jobs or be part of groups that take them out of church on Sundays.  2) Spend time with God each day.  Get “separated” and spend time with God.  3) Don’t encumber yourself with the world’s projects and activities that you can’t come to church at other times when there’s something to be there for.  There used to be a time in America when no Little League, or Soccer League, or Scout Troop would consider Wednesday night for any activity.  Know why?  The parents wouldn’t stand for it!!!

Well, Moses completely rejected Pharaoh’s offer of the first compromise.  Look at it in Exodus 8:26, “And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us?”  What is “the abomination of the Egyptians?!?”  Animals were sacred in Egypt and could not be killed.  Animal sacrifice was part of the worship that God had ordained for the Hebrews.  The blood sacrifice symbolized atonement.  When you and I try to worship “in the land” today, we continually get “stoned.”  Oh, that God’s people today wouldn’t “bow down” to the compromise of “staying in the land!”

So, Pharaoh – like the devil – came rushing back with another offer. Pharaoh’s 2nd Compromise was offered even before another plague was sent.  Exodus 8:28, “And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: intreat for me.” Which is to say . . . “Well, if you must slip away every once in a while (to church, that is), but don’t get too far away from us.  And, pray for me while you’re there!”  That’s sick, isn’t it?!?  The Deceiver throwing in a little “religious tidbit.”  Did you catch it?  The enemy is willing to give a little, to keep tight reigns on us, but he doesn’t want us to cut off ties with the world.  “Don’t let your religion isolate you” is the Devil’s plea.  There are many Christians who do just exactly that.  A brief trip to church on Sunday then back to the world on Monday.  The most common comment I’ve heard for over 15 years of pastoring from teenagers when there are problems in the family . . . “Pastor, you don’t understand my Dad and Mom (Step-dad, Step-mom) aren’t the same at home as you see them here at church.” “Dad sure talks nice when he’s at church, but he’s mean at home” “Mom cusses like a sailor at home, preacher.”  “Preacher, for one hour or two a week, they’re different than they are the rest of the week.  Satan says, “well if you must, go worship, but don’t go far.”

The 3rd Compromise suggested by Pharaoh was after four more plagues – disease on animals, boils on man and animals, hail, and locusts in Exodus 10:11, “. . . go now ye that are men, and serve the Lord; for that ye did desire . . .” He proved he is not only a deceiver, but a liar.  In verse 10 he said the little ones could go, then he says, “not so.”  The adults can go, but the children SHOULD BE LEFT IN Egypt.  This is perhaps the most subtle of Pharaoh’s four compromise offers.  Religion is for old folks or when you grow up, but let the children stay in Egypt.  It’s not only the most subtle compromise, but it’s probably the most successful compromise today. The greatest challenge facing the church today is to battle Christian parents for the hearts and minds of their kids.  I didn’t stutter . . . this may hit a little close to home, but let’s be truthful . . . even the most godly Christian parents desire worldly prosperity and position for their children.  They want their children to find success and approval in Egypt, even at the expense of success and approval in the church.  Dads, are you having daily Bible reading with the kids?  Are you reading Bible stories or having Bible study with the kids?  Are you giving thanks to God at meal-time whether you are at home or away from home?  It’s time to take a stand for God!

Now listen, I am not saying that parents today are not devoted to their children, but the truth is religious instruction in the home has become a thing of the past.  Is it not true that kids are given the best medical care? . . . the best dental care? . . . the best optical care?  And what about the social graces? . . . music lessons? . . . piano lessons? . . . dancing lessons? . . . ball teams?  Their bodies and minds are given the best care and training while their souls are starved and neglected. 

The subtlety of the compromise involving parents declaring their kids must get in bed early instead of coming to Prayer Meeting.  I wonder if it will be the same when we start discipleship classes on Sunday Nights? . . . or Wednesday night services ?  And here’s one of the biggest compromises Satan has gotten today’s Christian parents to buy into, let an objection like, “I don’t want to go to church,”  be said on Sunday morning . . . let a little “inclement weather” show up on Sunday morning . . . let a little “pain” be expressed on Sunday morning . . .let a “special event” like family visiting or someone’s birthday slip onto the calendar on a Sunday . . . and the children are told, “it’s OK to stay home from church and learning about God.” Or, they’re taught, “it’s OK to miss church for such an important thing as whatever . . .”  But, miss school because of bad weather?!?  Miss school because of a little pain?!?  Miss school because of a special event?!?  What about this adults?  Miss work because of any of the above?  They say that more is caught than taught. What are our children “catching?”  “No, son, it’s more important to go to school and learn about arithmetic, than it is to go to church and learn about God!”  “No, daughter, it’s more important to go to work and earn your paycheck than it is to go to church and learn about God!”  “It’s more important family for us to do something together today than it is to go to church and learn about God.”

Let me ask you, “Where are the children?”  “Where are YOUR children?”  Have you left them in Egypt?  Are you content that they should stay in Egypt and grow into adulthood without knowing God?  ½ of all American children today receive absolutely no religious training whatsoever.  Pharaoh said, “the adults can go, but the children should be left in Egypt.”

Finally, the 4th Compromise Pharaoh suggested after the ninth plague, darkness for three days, in Exodus 10:24, “Go ye, serve the Lord;; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let you little ones also go with you.”  Which is to say, leave your treasures, your money, your possessions. They should be dedicated to Egypt, and not your God.  My, what a picture of many modern Christians.  Listen, true dedication is complete . . . it is inclusive.  The Bible says that when a man gives his heart to Christ, with it, he gives his money.  No one can claim to be a consecrated Christian unless his possessions are consecrated also. One of the most wonderful messages in Scripture is this . . . God says, “I will provide enough for you to: give 10% off the top (at least!) to the church . . .give to missions the church is doing . . . give to benevolence, especially the care of brothers and sisters in Christ . . . AND you will have enough for every need you and your family has. IF you will trust Me with you finances, trust Me to give as I tell you, put Me first with your money, your treasures, your possession.”  Listen, Pharaoh called for a compromise, God called for “all or nothing.”  And when the people of God wouldn’t compromise, God sent them out of Egypt with all they had PLUS a whole bunch of what the Egyptians had!

Now listen very carefully as I bring this to a close.  Question? – What did it take for Pharaoh to stop dishing out the compromises???  What did it take for Pharaoh to finally “Let God’s people go???  It took the tenth plague which was the death of the first-born.  I tremble to stand here this morning to tell you of the great number of first-born of Christian families who are dead today physically and many others who are spiritually dead.  Why?  Because of the compromise of Dad and Mom.  The first-born who have had something tragic happen to them because of the compromise of Dad and Mom.  Next month we’ll discuss Orderliness.  I will show you in scripture the "cause and effect" principle in vivid clarity.  But, Dad, where are you and your family today?  Moms?  What compromise has the “Pharaohs” of today gotten you to yield to???  If there’s a Dad here this morning who is not 100% certain of your relationship to God, I beg you to walk down here and stand with me.  If there’s a Dad here this morning who is letting anything stand between you and God and being a member of a church, and being the spiritual leader in your home and having a close, spirit-filled walk with God in your own personal life, I beg you to get up and walk down here and stand with me, Moms, you too.

God says, don’t compromise!  Let’s pray.
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