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The  ROYAL  BATTLE

This month the character quality being studied is Loyalty.  I expect the messages this month to be some of the most difficult to receive.  As I have been getting with God and thinking about Loyalty, I have seen in my heart and spirit that everyone of these character qualities are awesome and need to be a part of our lives, but the quality of loyalty is of divine importance . . . being loyal to HIM.  If we are not loyal to Him, then all the rest of the things in life begin to fall apart.  Loyalty is like the foundation of this building, if the foundation of this building is no good, then it will crumble and fall.  The foundation of our life will depend on how loyal we are to God.  What is our loyalty status with Him?  I'm not intending to preach on sin, put anyone down, or beat up on anyone.  I intend to share some truth from scripture, and from practical application and let God move in our hearts.

One of the things that I'll be discussing later in the month is anger.  There are so many people that are angry in our country today. Even people in the churches that are angry.  Their anger is interfering with their relationship with God and with other people. There is so much bitterness and unforgiveness in people's hearts in America today and all of that leads to an anger and a hurt that hurts our relationships.

Then I'm going to talk about pride before the month is over. There is something that is relevant to each one of us and that is hidden pride. Many times we can be proud and not realize it and that could be making a major difference in our loyalty to one another.

So today we are talking about "The Royal Battle." I had an outline and a message totally complete and in the folder a week ago, but something was said during my wife's Vacation Bible School (VBS) class that changed my plan.  Barbara asked a young girl, "Are you going to go to camp this week?" And she said, "I don't think so." And my wife simply said to her, "But I think your Mother said that you were going."  The girl replied, "If Mother said it, then I'm going."  I put the other message aside as God spoke to my heart. That was being loyal.  It really touched my heart to hear a young fifth or sixth grade girl say, "If Mother said it, then I'm going." 

I asked in my Sunday School class this morning what would be a typical response?  "I don't wanna' go." "I'm not going." And I said very quickly, you know what that means?  You're not right with God . . . because someone who is loyal will respect the authorities in their life.  And before we are through this morning, we'll see God is the final authority, do we respect Him?  Everything breaks down if everything is not right with Him.  So loyalty has everything to do with each of us being submissive to those that God puts in authority over us and being faithful to those God puts us in relationships with. 

Our "Success" book (i.e. Achieving True Success: How to Build Character As A Family) contrasts loyalty with unfaithfulness and gives the definition as "using difficult times to demonstrate my commitment to those I serve." There are a couple of things that really stand out to me in that definition and one is "difficult times."  That's when we really find out about our loyalty. There are a lot of folks who come across as being loyal to a lot of people – including God – when times are good, but when times are not-so-good the question is, are we going to demonstrate a commitment to those we serve? In fact, this book also lists some rewards of loyalty. It says one of the rewards is bonding. Families who stick together in the hard times experience a deep bonding that makes their relationships stronger than they were before the crisis. One thing that helps our loyalty is "stickin' together." Another reward of loyalty is trust – being committed to family through traumas, financial struggles, and personality conflicts builds trust among family members that is not easily broken.  Now this book is geared toward the family, but we are also talking about ALL relationships.  Because we are expressing loyalty for others and they are being loyal back to us is the only way that bonding and trust can come about.

There is another book that just came out entitled, The Power for True Success: How to Build Character in Your Life, that is an expanded version of our other book.  It contrasts loyalty with infidelity (as opposed to unfaithfulness) and states that loyalty is "the bonding of individuals in a long-term commitment of sacrificial support and defense." 

The idea of loyalty involves some key thoughts and words that express whether we are really being loyal, or not.  Something incredible has taken place in the last 50 years in America.  The 90's was called the decade of "no commitment."  In church growth circles, pastors were told that you can forget about commitment in your church.  How in the world can a pastor forget about commitment in a church? When commitment to God is the major issue and when you have commitment to God you will have commitment to other people and other things.  How can you just throw away commitment? People will do, as the Bible says, what is right in their own eyes.  Loyalty has "flown the coop" . . . it is non-existent . . . "nada" . . . no commitment.  There is little or no trust and bonding between government & citizens [50 years ago when America went to war . . . America went to war!  In the last 50 years if America has even thought about going to war half of America goes another direction, immediately . . . couldn't care less, doesn't want to be involved, even so much that tragic thing was when we had some that were faithful and went to war, when they came back we treated them like dogs. Absolutely unbelievable!]; employer & employees [story of Lee and Leroy]; team owner & fans & players; university & players; husband & wife; parents & kids; friends & friends; church members & church members.  We are talking about a character quality that is dreadfully missing in our lives today. We must understand what it means and how God wants it to be implemented.

What does all this have to do with Scripture? or with Church? or the "Christian Life" ??

Simply this . . . when we fall out with God, it leads to everything we've talked about. When our relationship with God has a problem, then all these other things will come along. When we're no longer loyal to God, we end up doing the things non-Christians do.  Someone else asked a "volumenistic" question this week in VBS.  We were studying the Ten Commandments and a worker asked, "are the two commandments that Jesus spoke of in the New Testament new commandments?"  Read with me Matthew 22:34 – 40 (KJV)

34 But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.

35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

So, are these new commandments?  #11 and #12?  Do they replace the Ten Commandments?  NO.

These are not replacing the Ten Commandments, He said the first four commandments hang on this one, and that is this, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind."  Then the idea of loving your neighbor has to do with those other six.  Jesus said that all the law and the prophets hang on these two things.  Listen, all loyalty rises or falls on our loyalty to God! And Jesus spoke often about this.  There is loyalty to His Word in John 6:60-66 -- 

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?

61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?

62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

64 But there are some of you that believe not [Jesus is talking about an unbelieving believer].  For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

His Lordship has a lot to do with loyalty.  Matthew 22:41-46

41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,

42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David.

43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,

44 The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?

45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?

46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.

Matthew 6:19-24

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. [That's a monumental statement, Jesus can tell how loyal we are]

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

He puts loyalty in a context of money and possessions and how loyal we are.  That we are kidding ourselves if we think we can stand up and say, "I'm loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ, but my money is not there." 

Matthew 19:16-24

16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?

17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none  good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.

18 He saith unto him, Which?  Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 

19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?

21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.

22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

So we’re talking about His Word, and we're talking about His Lordship then I want to talk about His Calling.  In Matthew chapter 10 we have described the calling of the disciples.  We won't read the chapter right now, but I want us to see that there is a calling on the life of each of us that will show if we are loyal to the Lord, or not. 

Then in John 10:1-10 it talks about His Life – 

1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.

7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

So we have His Word, His Lordship, His Calling, and His Life.  Let's go back and look at each of these in a little more detail.  We're talking about a royal battle here, folks, in our lives to see if we are going to be loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Keeping in mind that if we are not loyal to Him, all other loyalties fall apart. 

His Word. Everything in this world, and the world to come hinges on the Word of God. John 8:31-32, "Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth , and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:40, "But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham."  The Lord Jesus Christ was the truth and all He ever spoke was the truth.  And everything that is in this Bible is the truth, or it's not the truth.  When it comes to being loyal to the Word of God, it comes down to the question, "Is the Bible the Word of God?" 

First of all, the Word of God is inspired.  2 Peter 1:19-21 –

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

The writers were inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. This is not man's word, it is God's Word.

It is also inerrant.  Titus 1:1-2, "Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began."  If you and I don't believe that this Bible is inerrant, then we have a problem.  The Bible has already said that God cannot lie.  If we say that the Bible has lies in it, then we are making God a liar.  In 1 John it says "these things have I written unto you that you may know that you have eternal life" and He says if you have Christ, you have life. And if you don't believe the record I gave of my Son, you make me a liar. So a lot of things hinge on the Word of God, because it is inspired of God and it's the inerrant Word of God. It can not lie.  When it tells us something, it is the absolute-bottomline-truth. And we've got to know that and accept it as that and we've got to be loyal to that.

His Word is also infallible.  That means incapable of error or being wrong . . . completely trustworthy.            2 Timothy 3:14-17 Paul is talking to Timothy -- 

14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, and correction, for instruction in righteousness:

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

His Word is "hard." It's going to hit us right between the eyes.  Many today don't want a hard word. 

In 2 Timothy 4:1-4

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Are we loyal to His Word?!?

His Lordship.  In Matthew, chapter 6, the issue is – Who is Lord?  Money or God?  Is that a "Royal Battle" Jesus describes? We either love the one or hate the other . . . we hold to one and despise the other.  In Matthew chapter 19 and the parable of the rich young ruler, is the issue money?  No.  The issue is who is Lord?  The rich young ruler kept all the commandments relating to a relationship with neighbors . . . but he faltered when it came to Jesus' Lordship.  His God was his possessions?  Who or what is your master?  Are you loyal to His Lordship?

His Calling. Every one of us has a calling from God. You can look it up in I Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 the Bible says that everyone who is a believer is gifted of God to espress the calling on our life.  In Ephesians 2:10 He says we are created unto good works. And then another wonderful verse in Romans 8:28, "All things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose." And then in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."  There is not anyone in this room who is not called to comfort someone else in the same way that God has comforted us.  We have a calling on our life to share that comfort.  The question is will we be found loyal to that calling? Or will we just make excuse?  We don't tell how we comforted ourselves.  We get to go tell what God has done in our lives. 

Our calling / His calling is a hard calling – "A Royal Battle," but make no mistake about it, loyalty is a "big thing" with our Lord. 2 Corinthians 1:3, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort."  How loyal have we been to His calling on our lives?

His Life. In Romans 6 the whole thing about His life is this . . . it's not me, it's Him!  If I'm going to be loyal to Him, it's not me being loyal, it's Him in me being loyal to Himself.  Because I'm not going to be loyal to Him   . . .   I'll be like the rich young ruler.  We have to learn that it's not a matter of what we have to give up to be a Christian.  The good news is that we don't have to give up anything.  Once we become a Christian, God is just liable to take some things away from you, because it says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." As my pastor told me in 1980, God changed your "wanter."  What you use to want you don't want anymore and what you use to not want you want.  He's changed your wanter!  So I get to be a Christian.  

In Galatians 5:16-23 there are two lists.  The list of the Spirit and the list of the Flesh.  It's real simple, which one am I?  Which one am I loyal to?  Go to Roman 6:16, "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?" It's "A Royal Battle" between flesh Vs Spirit!  For me it all comes down to one verse,  Galatians 2:20 when Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."  It's HIM living in me.  How loyal have we been to Him?

Let's pray.
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