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The  Loyal  &  The  Infidels

How wonderful that God included in the scripture messages that are totally indicative of the character qualities that we are discussing.  That we see the character qualities are God’s qualities.  We are asking Him to “show Himself strong” in our lives so that people will see the Lord Jesus, truly, because they’ll see his character qualities in us.

Message title: “Loyalty Vs Infidelity”
Definition from the book The Power for Success: How to Build Character in Your Life, Loyalty is the bonding of individuals in a long-term commitment of sacrificial support and defense.

Our text is in 2 Timothy, which is the last letter Paul ever wrote.  It was written while he was in a Roman prison to Timothy, a young minister.  This is his second letter to Timothy and in 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul encourages Timothy to invest his life in faithful (i.e. loyal) men, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” And in chapter 3 he discusses the “last days” and the people of those times.  

Our text for today is 2 Timothy 4:1-18 (KJV):

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:

10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

11 Only Luke is with me.  Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

12 And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.

13 The cloke that I left at Troas with Cärpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.

14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works:

15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.

16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that I may not be laid to their charge.

17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The one thing we want to focus on is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is our Savior and our Lord. He is everything to us.  If people were not a part of our lives God would save us and take us to heaven and everything would be OK.  But while we are still here, we are brothers and sisters in Christ and there are other people that are part of this kingdom right here that we must learn to deal with.

He says in verse 10, “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica.”  This is the same Demas listed in another letter as one of Paul’s ministerial team.  One of the people he ministered with . . . it could have been a Sunday School teacher, or it could have been a deacon, or a next door neighbor . . . has forsaken me because of this world. While we’re “fighting the fight . . . and running the race,” some people will drop out and some will forsake you. It can be a new Christian . . . can be a long-time co-worker . . . can be the person who led you to Jesus.  There are a lot of things in this world that can draw folks away. No matter who or how many drop out, we are to “keep on keeping on.”  God wants us to be loyal, because loyalty is a characteristic of God.  Aren’t you glad that no matter who drops out on God, He will not drop out on us?  There will be “Demases” in our lives, but we can’t let that distract us, or destroy us or deter us from being what God wants us to be.

In verse 11 he says, “Only Luke is with me.”  Well who is Luke?  We know that he wrote two (2) books of the Bible – the Gospel of Luke and Acts.  He was a physician and we don’t know if he ever preached.  But, when Demus dropped out, Luke stayed on. Praise God for the “Lukes” in our lives! Amen? There will always be someone who is an encouragement to you. God is faithful to keep some people around you who are faithful and loyal and an encouragement.  Do you know someone who has been an encouragement to you – simply because they’re there?  We need to thank God more for the Luke’s in our lives . . . (take a moment to do so).
Also in verse 11 Paul asks Timothy to “bring Mark with you . . . for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”  This is remarkable because at an earlier time, Paul refused Mark as a member of his team.  Something happened along the line that caused Paul – in his final days on earth – to ask to see Mark because he was profitable to Paul and his ministry.  There are times when things can come between Christians, but God can do a work to bring them back together again for the profitability for the kingdom of God.

In verse 14 we are told that Alexander the coppersmith, “ . . . did me much evil.” You will meet people in the church who are up to nothing but evil.  I’ve never had any of these businesses around here -- that are full of evil -- come down here and try to do evil at the church, that’s just not the way it works.  But the enemy will send some people that are up to nothing but evil.  Did you know there are some people you have to watch out for?  In verse 15 he says to be on alert, be discerning.  Did you know that even some people  -- as Christians – can hurt you?  Remember this – when people hurt you, leave it with the Lord.  Just as Paul said, “the Lord reward him according to his works.” Our friend Michael Wells says, it’s a good time to say, “Well, Amen” and let God have His way.  

But there is something else – here’s Paul, one of the greatest Christians ever, and he didn’t have any trouble publicly identifying this one who hurt him.  Over the years our church has taken more “body blows” by folks who have “greatly withstood our words.” (v. 15) and have been “punching bags” for folks who call themselves Christians – even from the first week I’ve been a Pastor!  I have tried to tell many to “beware” of these folks. You better watch out for some folks in your life!  “But, they’re Christians . . .”  I know, but Paul said, “Beware!”

There’s another mention of someone . . . actually a group, Paul says, when he was first brought before Nero (or, one of his magistrates), everyone forsook him.  There will be times in your life, when everyone will leave you, be against you, fail you . . . but Paul gave us the real answer to all this “people” dilemma in verse 17, “Not withstanding . . .the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.”

One of the benefits of being falsely accused is discovering the level of loyalty of those around you.  But when it all gets down to it, it’s a walk with God . . . He will never leave you or forsake you.

Finally, one last thing . . . it’s no wonder Paul requested of Timothy -- that in addition to bringing Mark – he asked for his cloak, the books, but especially the parchments. Do you know what the parchments were?  That was Paul’s Bible.  Knowing his time was at hand, he found comfort in God’s Word.

Loyalty is a major character quality that is needed in our lives.  Our families are counting on loyalty, our spouses and kids are counting on loyalty . . . our neighbors are counting on loyalty – whether they know it or not. I am so grateful to God for a Bus Captain who kept coming and kept coming, and for a church who kept praying and praying, even though we were on “the least likely to be saved” list for six years, they were faithful until we came and received salvation.  There are a lot of Lee and Barbara McDowell’s out there.  Our neighbors are counting on us.  They are counting on us to tell them about a God who will never leave them nor forsake them.
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