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A  Responsible  Witness

I can sum up in two words our responsibility as a Christian when it comes to witnessing . . . GO TELL!!

Numerous New Testament scriptures speak of this . . .

Matthew 28:

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me I heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.

Well, Amen! !  If Jesus said we are to go and tell and teach them and lead them to Christ and baptize them and teach them to observe all the things He's commanded us to do and He's going to be with us.  Well, Amen!  What's such a big deal about it?  Why is it such a problem?  What's the hang-up? What's the hold-up?  Why would we not want to?  Again, He has come, "Salvation to impart," and He lives in our heart.  Why would we not want to be the most responsible witnesses we can be? Then after Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection, and He was about to go back to heaven, He gave one last instruction in Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

Witness . . . that means telling the facts of a situation because you were there at a specific time and a specific place.  Several years ago my wife and I were eyewitnesses to a terrible wreck involving a hi-jacked city bus and were call to testify in court to what we witnessed.  That's what that word witness means.

Someone once observed that there are only two kinds of Christians . . . those who talk about the lost, and those who talk to the lost.  The truth is the sin of silence, is deafening in our churches when it comes to the saved sharing with the sinner how the sinner can be saved.

Too many people are like a lady I heard about whom took a course in first aid.  Later on, those who took the course were giving testimonies as to how effective they were and she said, "I want to tell you how much my first aid meant to me.  The other day out in front of our home there was a terrible automobile accident.  An old man left the road, hit an oak tree, and was thrown out of the car.  His head was cut, his eyes were rolling back, his bones were splintered, he had compound fractures, he was bleeding from several places, and groaning profusely."  She said, "It was absolutely terrible, but then I remembered my first aid.  I remembered if I would put my head between my knees I wouldn't faint and I didn't."

None of us have been saved to sit in church, or to soak up the truth, or to sing in a choir, or even to send missionaries around the world.  We have been saved to share.

Do you know what God's greatest tool to reach other people for Jesus Christ is?  YOU!  75 – 90% of new believers come to Christ through a friend or acquaintance that explains the Good News on a one-to-one basis.  That's a staggering statistic!  Do you know what our single most powerful tool to be an effective witness is?  It's the same thing Paul had and used, as he stood before a king in Acts, chapter 26 . . . a personal testimony.  Three things Paul did that every one of us can do . . . (1) recounted his condition before Christ, (2) recalled his conversion to Christ, (3) recommended his confession of Christ.  That's pretty simple, isn't it?  And you've done that very thing many times with something else – ever lost any weight and told somebody about it?  Ever used a particular product, discovered something better, and recommended it to anyone?  Probably sounded something like this, "I used to . . . But then I . . . And you ought to."  Am I right?  Well let's see if that doesn't sound like Paul in Acts 26 –

1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself.  Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:

2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews:

3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers:

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come.  For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, persecuted them even unto strange cities.

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

18 To open their eyes, [Amen!  The lost don't know they are lost] and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.

25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner.

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them:

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.

32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.

Paul did three things, (1) Recounted his condition before Christ.  When Agrippa gave Paul permission to speak, Paul started "B.C." (Before Christ).  Paul describes himself as having been "religious" (verses 4-5).  Paul was a Hebrew by birth, a Roman citizen. Raised in the Greek city of Tarsus, studied at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the greatest Jewish rabbis of all time.  And, most importantly, he was a Pharisee.  They dotted every theological "i", and crossed every theological "t", they were painstakingly "religious."  Paul also describes what a "rabble-rouser" he was toward the Christians (verses 9-12).  Look back in Acts 7:51 for just a moment to the story of Stephen. – 

51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:

53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.

54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul.

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Chapter 8

1 And Saul was consenting unto his death.

Did you even "stone" any Christians before you got saved?  Do you remember your "B.C." days?  I remember one fellow I worked with in the boat business named Troy.  That Troy was crazy!  All he had was Christian tapes in his car.  All he ever listened to was the Christian station.  He never cussed; he never drank with the rest of the bunch.  We gave Troy all kinds of hell – "stoning him." Troy just kept on smiling. Kept on listening to his tapes.  Never changed his life one bit.  There was a guy that use to call me.  He played professional golf and we knew each other in Florida.  He got saved and went to work for an evangelist.  Found out where I lived and got my phone number and used to call and say, "I'm praying for you." He'd be in Tennessee and call me on the phone, long distance and say, "I'm praying for you." He'd be in Louisiana, call me on the phone, long distance, "I'm praying for you." Oh did I ever "stone" him.  He may not have ever heard the stones as they were being hurled, but they were being hurled.  "What kind of jerk picks up the phone and calls somebody, long distance, and says they are praying for you?"  You know who the first person I called, long distance, after I got saved?  Dave Reagan in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  Do you remember your B.C. days?  Let me add something about those times, you don't have to tell all the garbage.  It doesn't bring glory to God.  But it does help to tell somebody that I was lost once and blind, then get on with the testimony.

Now Paul was on his way to "another stoning" or "more arresting" (in verse 12), but then he (2) Recalled his conversion to Christ.  Isn't it amazing, one meeting on a dirt road heading out of Jerusalem to Damascus resulted in the Gospel being carried to the center of the Roman Empire, and half of the books of the New Testament being written!!!  That's remarkable.  That's incredible.  We never know what someone's conversion will result in (verses 12-18). You never know what God is going to do through that person.  Can you imagine being the person who led someone like Billy Graham to the Lord?

Most people will say, "My conversion wasn't anything like Paul's."  But it's more similar than you think . . . first of all, it's this side of the cross and the resurrection.  You see Paul was distinctly unique as one of the apostles, because all the other apostles were with Jesus when He was alive, and was there at His death, burial and resurrection.  But Paul – just like you and me – is only seeing it from one direction, on this side . . . so it's a lot more alike that you think it is.

Not only that, with the living Lord Jesus Christ who came to him, He revealed himself to Paul and it was revelation. And anybody who ever gets converted there is a revelation of "I'm a sinner . . . I can't save myself . . . and Jesus Christ did die on the cross to pay for my sin."  Multitudes can tell you that Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay for sins, but they still want to depend on their own ideas.

Paul also found out that religion will not count, and that redemption is what matters. And he found that with revelation, comes repentance. There's got to be a turning around and a changing.  There's got to be a changing from believing that I can earn my way there, to knowing that I can't earn it, and turn and go the other way, and the other way is Jesus. Paul even says it in the midst of his message before Agrippa, (verse 18) quoting Jesus, ". . . are sanctified by faith that is in me." 
Now here's the most important thing, can you, like Paul, recall the time and the place of your conversion?  Paul told Agrippa it happened at a certain time, at a certain place.  It's so important to understand that no one ever "gradually" becomes a Christian.  A person may gradually come to the point where they want to become a Christian, but for salvation to occur, God's Word says that a definite person, must accept a definite Savior, at a definite time, at a definite place and that experience becomes one's personal testimony. My mom or dad can't get saved for me, my grandmother can't get saved for me, and neither can any of them get saved for you.  That won't work . . . it's a personal salvation. One man was talking to another man about salvation . . . and he said, "do you know for sure that you are saved?"  The man said, "Absolutely."  The other man said, "How do you know?", "Because I was there when it happened!" Well it may sound facetious to ask, but "were you there when it happened?"

(3) Recommended his confession of Christ.  Who's on trial in Acts 26?  Have you begun to sense that Paul is on the "offense," not the "defense?"  He was a prisoner, true . . . but he was hoping to "take prisoners" for the Lord Jesus Christ (verses 19-29).  Now the Lord Jesus expressly told Paul why He appeared to him and why He saved him.  First, to make him a minister – every member is a minister according to God's calling.  Secondly, to make him a messenger.  Every member is a messenger according to God's command.  Every believer has been "saved to share."

Paul did two things, he shared his testimony and called for a decision on the part of those with whom he was sharing.  If we are walking in the neighborhood and see a nice family sitting out on their front porch on one side of the house and we see the other end of the house is on fire.  And we say, we ought to tell them . . . but we don't want to offend them, we don't want to scare them – where are we going to scare them to, Hell Number 2?  Bottom line is this folks, they are lost and one heartbeat away from spending an eternity in hell. 

 Our job as a responsible witness for Christ is to simply tell the truth about Him, share our testimony and then call people to repentance, redemption and righteousness.  You've got to have a testimony.  How many of you have ever recommended a restaurant that you've never been to or never heard of? It just doesn't happen. 

Now listen as I close, did Agrippa get converted?  "Almost."  So was Paul's testimony "for naught"?  Absolutely not.  Paul was successful in his testimony before Agrippa and all the others, because he was faithful, he was "obedient to the heavenly vision."

We are to witness and leave the results to God.  That's what He's commanded us to do.

And finally, if you do not have a testimony, or you are not sharing your testimony, you need to examine yourself as to why.

Let's pray.
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