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A  Responsible  Steward

I'm excited about talking about giving today.  My wife made a very astute observation after we left Mexico a few weeks ago. She said, "They don't teach people to give because they think they can't."  The folks there have so little in the way of material goods that they think they don't have enough to give to God. It's wrong to never tell God's people to give. The reason is because of the grace of God.  He is able to make grace abound toward us.  We can have everything we want and need – and I say everything we want because when you are "snuggled up to God," walking with Him, and abiding in Him, your "wanter" is going to be what He wants you to want! It's only when you let the world control your "wanter" that you start wanting things that you don't need, or wouldn't want if you were abiding in Christ.

The message today is entitled, "A Responsible Steward." We are going to see that everyone has equal capacity to give. Leviticus 27:30 (KJV) says, ". . . the tithe . . .  is the Lord's: it is holy unto the Lord." [for His use only].  People who know about God's economy knows that He gets the tithe. We are going to look at several passages before we get to the text today.  

Proverbs 3:5-10

5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Malachi 3:6-15

6 For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them.  Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

8 Will a man rob God? yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your  ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord.  Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee?

14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.

Luke 6:38, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again." 
1 Corinthians 4:2, "Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful."  There is another word that coincides with faithful and that is responsible. That's the character quality we are talking about this month. And today we are talking about responsible stewardship as it relates to money.

I want to read to you 2 Corinthians 9:1-15.  If you go back to 2 Corinthians chapter 8, Paul is talking to the church at Corinth about giving to the needs of the saints in Jerusalem. He says you need to give because you said you were going to give.  The people in Macedonia are giving because of your testimony, but I hear that maybe you are not going to follow through with what you said you were going to do.  So he's telling them in this letter that he is sending some folks there before he arrives to make sure that the offering is collected before he arrives, so their testimony will not be found to be untrue.  Let me say something to you in the midst of all this – it's amazing how many times that we have had people in churches stand up and give a testimony about tithing and then the records show that they don't give another thing in the months to come.  I don't understand how somebody could stand up and testify in the face of God, before God's people, on God's platform, using God's microphone, about tithing and giving and not be doing it.  It just scares me – for their sake. 

2 Corinthians 9:1-15

1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you:

2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.

3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready:

4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting.

5 Therfore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousnes..

6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having  all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.

10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of you righteousness;)

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;

13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men;

14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.

15 Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.

In other words, thanks be unto God for this gift that you can't even put words around it to describe it – he's talking about the grace of God. A simple definition that we've used in the past, the grace of God is – God's unmerited favor.  I wouldn't disagree with that but that doesn't cut it when it comes down to us really living by grace.  

Grace is – God providing for us in every aspect of life whatever we need, for whatever we are facing.  When it comes to salvation, the Bible says, "I'm a sinner, I can't save myself, Oops! I'm in trouble, what am I going to do?"  We sang about it this morning, "Grace Greater Than All My Sin."  God provides what we need to be saved . . . and have all our sins forgiven for all eternity ... and miss hell and make heaven. He provides that!  He provides what we cannot provide for ourselves and it's there for us to accept it or reject it. 

Make no mistake about it, the Bible tells us God expects us to be faithful and responsible stewards. The definition of responsibility in one book is, "knowing and doing what is expected of me."  In our newer book it says, "knowing and doing what God and others are expecting of me."  And that's what we really need to be aware of – what God expects of me, what others expect of me. You can't be responsible if you don't know what is expected of you.  That's why I don't have any hesitation to discuss giving, and the grace to give because He expects us to do that. And we need to know that He expects that of us.  Giving is not just a happenstance thing if I have some money left over at the end of the month.

What is a steward?  Webster defines it as, "one who acts as a supervisor or administrator, as of finances and property, for another."  In the Greek "a guardian [which is more than a supervisor], an overseer, to deal out, distribute, or apportion."  God treats us as guardians of the things He gives to us. 

So, what does it mean to be "faithful" as a steward, or financially? To be a faithful steward in the area of finances is to give 10% minimum of your gross income – the first fruits – before taxes.  How many of you didn't pay taxes last year? Jesus said to give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's. Now listen carefully, if you and I give to Caesar but don't give to God, we are placing Caesar on a higher level than God. The Bible says to give of the "first fruits," that's even before the taxes come out. So the first thing is to give 10% minimum of your gross income to the church that you belong to, undesignated.  Let me explain why I say to you undesignated.  The church receives two types of funds – undesignated and designated.  You know what the difference is?  Undesignated is saying, "I trust God with this money."  God is able to manage the money and the finances of the church and direct the people who are responsible for that. It's giving "as unto the Lord" and trusting Him to direct the church leadership to administer the money properly.  Then designated is giving in addition to the first fruits to specific funds or ministry.  An example of a designated fund would be for our new Brazilian mission. Their pastor was showing me around the building -- which they are expanding even more than originally planned because their numbers are growing. They were borrowing money on their credit cards.  I said, God has a supply for your need.  How much do you need to finish this out?  He said they needed $4,000. to complete the current projects; I said that we need to share that need with as many folks as we can because God has a supply for that need.

Give to every "good work" God directs you to give to.  Don't give out of sympathy or emotions.  Don't give out of guilt.  Don't give just because you see "a need." Give because God has directed you to give.  And then, live off the rest. 

Ten things from the Scripture today, I'm just going to make these statements then we'll be through -- 

(1) Giving is not a step of getting closer to God, it is the result of being close to God.  Giving is an outside indicator of what's going on inside spiritually.

(2) The tithe belongs to God, so when we tithe we're just giving God what is already His.  That's important to understand.  That's why we can tell the folks in Mexico that they can give.  The Bible says the tithe is God's.

(3) We tithe to God to learn to honor and fear the Lord our God.  If you pay your taxes . . . and don't tithe, you are placing the government before God.

(4) We tithe to God to worship Him and to rejoice in every good thing which the Lord our God has given us.  It's a kingdom issue by worshipping Him and saying, "I trust you God."

(5) We tithe to God that we might have God's wisdom in our finances.  Back in Proverbs 3:5, the Bible says, "don't lean unto thine own understanding," but trust Him and honor Him with the first fruits. And anyone that needs God's wisdom is someone that is in debt.

(6) If you don't give . . . you're missing out on God's blessing and grace.  It all boils down to -- do we really believe God or not?  The Word of God says that God is able give us the grace to have every good thing and give unto every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8). In Philippians 4:19, does it say, "God shall supply ¾ of my needs and I have to go out and charge the rest of it?" NO! It says that my God shall supply all of my needs.  Do I trust Him, do I believe in Him? Do I believe He knows exactly what I need?  If He provides it, great, if He doesn't, then He must know something that I don't know.  It's His wisdom that I want.  His ways are higher than man's ways and His thoughts are higher than man's thoughts.  And we can have the mind of God through reading and believing God's Word.

(7) If we don't give we're not being responsible as a steward.  Quick illustration:   I give you a stack of 100 one dollar bills – which represents what you spent last week.  There are two boxes in front of you – the one on the left is labeled, "I serve myself . . . perhaps a little "g" "god" and the one on your right, "I serve my God."  Stop and think about last week, where did you put the $1 bills?  We all put them somewhere, where did we put them?  Were we responsible? Were we faithful in the area of stewardship?

(8) I believe this with ALL my heart . . . If we don't give . . . we don't trust God.  The whole concept of giving God 10% "off the top" (first fruits) is that we believe God can make 90% go as far – or further -- than 100%. God can make what's left over supply all your wants and needs, if you are walking with Him. God can supply "miracle $." Try it for 60 days, 90 days, and see if God doesn't open the windows of heaven for you.  We must realize that we cannot outgive God! (Luke 6:38)

(9) Parents, if you don't give, and you don't teach your kids to give, then you are not teaching your kids that God can be trusted.  Kids are smart, they can understand --  if you teach them.

(10) If you're not faithful/responsible in this matter of stewardship, it's because you have rejected "God's unspeakable gift" of grace.  You've chosen to be "as god." If we're not responsible in the matter of finances, then we're saying that our way is as good or better than God's way. 

It all boils down to the Word of God becoming real in our hearts. That's why we are called a peculiar people.  That's why this is a message to God's people.  It cannot be understood apart from His grace.  But you cannot reject the grace of God and come out ahead.  Those who reject God's grace who are "professing" Christians, are living like they don't know Him and certainly living like they don't believe Him.  Pride is the real culprit behind the sin of rejecting God's grace.  Pride is always the ultimate root behind rejecting the grace of God.

So, to finish, I've got some "bad" news and "good" news.  The bad news is that all of us are responsible unto God, whether we're faithful or not.  We are held accountable . . . the tithe belongs to God.  We are held accountable parents if we don't teach our kids.  But the good news is this -- doing things God's way, opens incredible financial blessing.  Let me go back and read Proverbs 3:9-10 "Honor the Lord with thy substance [what is already in the bank], and with the first fruits of all thine increase [10% of the gross income]: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy pressed shall burst out with new wine."

Malachi 3:10, "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open ye the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it." And in verse 11, "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts."

Can everyone do it??? Absolutely!  It's "workable" because of the grace given and available to every one of us.

"What do I need to do, Pastor, if I haven't been tithing, if I haven't been faithful or responsible in all there is about stewardship?"  Very simply I would say to you, "repent."  His grace is greater than all our sin. Then right this moment, write a check.  It's a personal worship issue between you and God.  It's a kingdom issue.  It's not just about this church, it's what God wants to do world-wide.  It's about the kingdom of God.  It's about your relationship and worship of God.

If you have never received the Lord Jesus Christ as your very own personal Savior then that is where you start.  Then the Holy Spirit of God will give you the power and grace to believe Him on this very important issue.

Let's pray.
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