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The  Power  of  the  Choice

Something that is greatly missed in the whole message of the Gospel is the simple fact that our Lord Jesus Christ chose to leave heaven and come to earth.  He chose to go all the way to the cross for you and for me.  Nobody forced Him to do that, God didn't force Him.  It was a difficult choice and He wrestled with all that was going on in His life, but He chose to go to the cross for us.  That's what I want to talk about today . . . choices.  The message is entitled, "The Power of the Choice."

So often today the person in authority, or an organization who has the responsibility of enforcing the laws of our land are portrayed and seen by many as the "bad guys" when in truth they are doing their job and it is the individual who's choice has resulted in a negative situation.  For example, if we drive above the speed limit, then we choose to put ourselves in a position to get a ticket.  The officer that pulls us over isn't the "bad guy.' God says He put the civil authorities in place – not for those keeping the laws, but the lawless.  The lawless choose to be lawless.  The lawless choose to have to pay the price for that wrong choice.  God doesn't force us to make the right choices.  This month we are studying the Character Quality of Tolerance.  We have two definitions of Tolerance from our Gothard resources, 1) Realizing that everyone is at varying levels of character development; 2) Making allowances for those who lack wisdom or maturity and praying that they will see and follow God's ways.

The opposites of tolerance are prejudice and condemnation.  We are to have tolerance for folks, but God says there is a process and God uses that process in us to bring us to the point of maturity.  We're going to look at an incredible biblical truth today, that enables us to handle people with the same tolerance God does and be able to help them develop character, gain wisdom and maturity and always point to the right person as the "bad guy."  Not long ago we had the following saying on the marquee in front of our church, "Insanity is doing the same thing over and over and over again, and expecting a different result."  It really is insane to expect a change  -- or any different result – if you continue to do the same thing!!!  At some point we must recognize and say, "I need to make a choice to make some changes.  I need to choose to change."

Every aspect of our relationship with God is based on one thing: Choices.  In Genesis, chapter 3 Eve chose to believe the devil, instead of believing God.  "The devil made me do it" is a lie from the pits of hell.  Eve chose to believe the devil, instead of God.  Later in that same chapter, Adam chose to believe Eve, instead of God.  He told God, "My wife made me do it!"  The fall of mankind is all relative to the power of the choice.

In Genesis chapter 6-9 Noah chose to believe God, even though it had never rained! He endured incredible pressures and harassment.  In 1 Samuel chapter 13 King Saul chose to usurp the priest's office to go against God, and it cost him his title. 1 Samuel chapter 18 King David (while he was still a shepherd boy) chose to trust God and defy Goliath.  In II Samuel chapter 11 King David (after he became King) chose again . . . only this time to get involved with Bathsheba, kill Uriah, Bathsheba's husband, and God told David through Nathan the prophet that the sword would never leave this house, and that God would raise up evil against David, out of his own house!  "The Power of the Choice."

In 1 Kings, chapter 3 Solomon chose to pray for wisdom, instead of riches and power and God gave him all three!!!  Judges chapter 14 tells us that Samson chose to desire a Philistine wife . . . Bad Choice!  God had already said, "Don't do that."  In Judges chapter 16 Samson loses all because of his bad choice.  In Daniel chapters 1, 3, and 6 we read about the good choices made by Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  They chose to defy the kings.  Great choices in each case.  In the New Testament we read about Matthew, Mark, Luke, Peter, Andrew, James and John (sons of Zebedee), Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, the ladies and many others who chose to follow Jesus, and it changed their lives for the better . . . forever.

These all chose to give up "everything," and they gained "all" the Lord has to offer.  Paul chose Jesus on the road to Damascus and turned from persecutor to proclaimer of the Gospel, and God wrote 13 books of the Bible through Paul!  "The Power of the Choice."

All throughout Scripture, all throughout history, all throughout our lives it's all about God giving us a choice.

Now, let me give you three (3) laws about choice, that with their knowledge you can be empowered to become an awesome Christian, an awesome parent, an incredible employee/employer, an incredible Sunday School teacher, or leader.

#1.  The Law of "Never"

God never takes away our choice. God never "forces" us to choose a certain way, or, do a certain thing.  Listen, never is anyone forced to go to hell.  Everyone has a choice.  John 1:12 states, "As many as receive Him" and Acts 2:41 "they that gladly received his words . . ."

Never is anyone forced to be obedient . . .or, disobedient.  We can not excuse disobedience by saying, "the devil made me do it."  Everyday, every believer, makes choices to believe God, to trust God, to obey God, or to live a life of unbelief, or to live a life of disobedience, but we're never forced.

Psalm 1:1-3

1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he mediate day and night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

We must know the Word of God to know that the counsel we receive lines up.  Here's the empowerment of Law #1-- The Law of Never: Never force someone else to choose or, to do . . . never take away their choice.

Now hang on, all three laws go together.

#2. The Law of "If"

"If" . . . that little, 2-letter word is written 1,595 times in the King James Version of the Bible.  I made a printout of all those just to see where the "if" really applied to what we are discussing this morning.  It is really incredible to see how many times God says, "if."  There are 993 times in the Old Testament (and it seems about 900 of those are in Leviticus!) and 602 times in the New Testament.

Listen, God's best is always dependent on the "If" . . . and "If" always demands a choice.  Anytime you see "if" in the scripture, you're going to see opportunity for you and I to make a choice.  God doesn't force us, He just says, "if . . .  if . . . if . . . if . . . if."  Then we are at the point of making a choice.  The first time "if" appears in the Bible is in Genesis 4:7 where God is speaking to Cain . . . after Cain brings an offering unacceptable to God.  

Genesis 4:5-7a

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.  And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door . . ."

Remember when you see "if" that means a choice is needed, I'll read several verses from the printout.

Proverbs 2:1-5

1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God."  That's God's best!

Malachi 3:10, "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it."  That's God's best!
Matthew 16: 24 "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."  That God's best!
Matthew 17:20, "And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you."  That's God's best.

Luke 16:11-12, "If therefore you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?" That's God's best.

John 3:12 "If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?"  That's God's best.
John 12:26, "If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be; if any man serve me, him will my Father honour."  That's God's best.
John 14: 23, "Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."  That's God's best.
John 15:7, "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you."  That's God's best.

Now, don't miss this . . . the "If" always demands a choice.  And here's the empowerment of Law #2 -- The Law of "If": a right choice to the "If" leads to God's best . . . always.  God's best hinges on the "If."

OK, we have the Law of "Never."  God never takes away our choice. God never "forces" us. We should never force anyone.  We should never take away their choice.

Then, we have the Law of "IF." God's best is always dependent on the "if." "If" always demands a choice.  We should constantly be teaching a right choice to the "If" leads to God's best . . . our best.  Teach this to your children!!!

Here's where we miss it completely . . .Here's where we really blow it,

#3.  The Law of "You" (Instead of Me!) 

Would you like to take the hair pulling and screaming out of parenting, grand-parenting, Sunday School teaching?  Would you like to take the stress out of any leadership role you have?  Do you think God does any of these?!?  Not at all.

How do most parents discipline?  How do most teachers discipline? How do most leaders lead?  By "force," and not "choice."  Remember that's what we're talking about today: "The Power of the Choice."

"Son!  I'm going to (blankety-blank) you, if you don't so such and such"  "Son, don't make me have to . . . !"  "How many times do I have to tell you . . . ?!?"  Sound familiar?  These are words used by a threatening, repeating parent, teacher, leader, and employer.  By the way, when are we going to learn that threatening and repeating never brings a positive result?  You know one of the things that is so great about our relationship with God?  He doesn't threaten, He just says, "If."

When we become that threatening person it's a bad choice which usually leads to bad actions on our part such as more yelling and screaming, more threatening, sometimes even to beatings, emotional punishment, harsh embarrassment, and intimidation.  This makes us the "bad guy" instead of the one who is wrong. The parent or the law has become the "bad guy." It took September 11th for our country to have a different attitude and respect for the law.  Up until that day Police officers were among the least respected groups in our society because we've been teaching that they are the "bad guys,"  "What do you mean, I'm doing wrong?  Anything that I decide is OK.  Besides, it wasn't that bad."  God says you have a choice and the law of the land says you have a choice and all we want to do is make excuses.

Who's the "bad guy" if someone dies and goes to hell . . . God, or the lost sinner?  Romans 1:18-22 explains,

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,"

We need to be a part of sending the light but ultimately everyone is getting some light.  Every time you witness to someone they have a choice to make.  Every time we get a truth from God, we have a choice to make.  The Lost Sinner chooses to go to hell.  The lost sinner is the "bad guy."

Who's the "bad guy" if someone defies God's instructions and suffers consequences and chastisement . . . God, or the Sinning Saint?

Proverbs 3:11-12, "My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth."

Hebrews 12:5-8

5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, 'My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou are rebuked of him:

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.'

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

The Sinning Saint chooses the chastisement.  The sinning saint is the "bad guy."  God is a "loving Father."

Why then, as parents, Sunday School teachers, youth worker, pastors, employers, leaders of any kind are we always the "bad guy" ?!?!?!?!?  Two reasons . . . 1) wrong perspective, "I've got to force or persuade them somehow to do what's right" and 2) wrong emphasis i.e. "Me" responsible, instead of "you" responsible.  What's the right choice?  Well, here's the empowerment of Law #3  -- Law of "You" instead of "Me": Always give them the choice . . . just as God does with us.

You'll love this parents!  You can be calm, cool, "correcting" according to their choices.  Simply say, "I'm sorry you have chosen to . . . " You don't have to threaten or get upset. It doesn't take long before they start making some right choices!  

God says to us "How many times are you going to make a wrong choice?"  So, why do some folks keep defying God?  Two things scripture says about those folks 1) God may not be their Father (Hebrews 12:5);  2) they're deceived . . . and they think they are "suffering like Job," instead of themselves.  They don't recognize chastisement when they see it?  Job was obedient and making all the right choices.  Too often we are making bad choices and because of spiritual pride can't or won't see God's chastisement in our life.

The Law of "Never."  The Law of "IF."  The Law of "You" (Instead of "Me").  The Power of the Choice.

Let's pray.
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