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PATRIOTISM  &  GOD'S  CONTROL

All year long we've been talking about building character – God's character – into our lives.  The shaping of character in our lives involves both positive and negative moments.  God works both negative and positive together for good in His purposes (Romans 8:28).

Take a moment to think about your spiritual growth . . . how much of it involved "positive moments" and how much of it involved "negative moments"? Do we only learn when we're on the mountaintop, or are there times when God takes us to the valley?  All of it involves God's encounter with us known as our life.  God is revealing Himself to us.  God is revealing His activity, and inviting us to be a part of it.  Connecting the positive and negative moments with God revealing Himself and God developing character qualities in our life is so vital.  God develops character in and through real-life experiences.

I've titled the message today, "Patriotism and God's Control."  There are two kinds of patriotism staring us in the face this morning.  First let me define "Patriotism" – love and loyal or zealous support of one's own country (according to Webster's Dictionary).  So how could there be two patriotisms staring us in the face?     (1) America -- we are citizens of this great country.  Yet the Bible says that those of us who know Jesus Christ as Savior are also citizens of another country.  We are just passing through on our way to another place.      (2) The kingdom of God.  How many of you know that as Christians we are citizens of two countries?!?  Hebrews 11:8-16

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of the country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

We are all very aware of the situation America finds herself in so far as the terrorist crisis is concerned.  But how many of us are aware this morning of the real battle, the real threat, the real enemy that America and those who name the Name of Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior face today?  America is at war.  God bless America but, God bless God's people. We've been led to believe the "enemy" is unknown, unseen, almost undetectable, but that's not true.  America is in a religious war.  The enemy is a huge, false religion that has been at odds with God ever since Abram and Sarai took matters into their own hands, distrusted God to handle a situation God Himself had created, and allowed humanistic philosophy to reign over the Word of God.  One of the things that has been devastating to the church of God in the last 50 years in America and perhaps has allowed us to get to the point that this could happen in our country, is the humanistic philosophies that have crept into the church and into the lives of God's people.

What does Patriotism and God's Control have to do with Punctuality or our crisis?  I want to let God speak to us through three Psalms this morning.  I want to read three Psalms then come back and make three points.  And show us things from the Word of God that can help us face today, understand today and walk out of here bold in our faith and proclaiming the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to a nation that needs to hear about Him.

Read Psalms 90, 91, and 92.

In Psalm 90 there is a respect for time.  Let's compare verse 4 to verses 10 & 12.  The prayer of Moses says, 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.

10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

12
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

In 2 Peter 3:8 we read, "beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."  At the first church I pastored there was a highly successful and respected retired geologist who had had a long struggle with the timing in the Bible.  When his daughter got saved and started sharing with him about his need for Jesus Christ, this verse, 2 Peter 3:8, was the one that God used to touch his heart.  Our time is limited . . . God's time is not. So God says, "number thy days," so that you can appropriate the wisdom of God in your life.  How do you know the wisdom of God?  You know the wisdom of God through the Word of God.  You need to get into the Word of God to know the wisdom of God and be able to appropriate that wisdom in your heart – not just in the mind.

Ephesians 5:16, "Redeeming the time because the days are evil."   Why did this happen on Tuesday, September 11, 2001, at 8 – 9 in the morning?  Why?  The real reason why is that's when God planned for it to happen.  That's when God knew it would happen.  That's when God allowed it to happen and His timing is perfect.  We've already heard many, many stories of changed schedules, which affected whether a person was present at the disaster or spared.  Barbara and I flew back into Houston from Seattle less than 12 hours before all the planes in America were grounded.  Why?  Because God's timing is perfect.

The second thing in the 91st Psalm  is great news, a refuge for us.  In verses 2 & 9 the Bible says, "I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.  Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;"  

The Bible says in Proverbs 18:10, "The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." The bottom line for us this morning in the midst of all of this is simply . . . we know the Lord and the Name of the Lord is a refuge.  Our focus has to be on Him this week and the next. So whatever comes our way, the first thing we should say is, "Dear God, YOU I trust in – YOU are my refuge – Your Name, just your name is a strong tower where I will be safe."  Will that keep us from physical harm?  Maybe. But I tell you this . . . it will keep us. 

Now, I don't want to stay long on the spiritual war topic, but I want to tell you that the people that commandeered those planes believed that their way to get to the highest part of their heaven is to kill Christians. In their minds and hearts they believed – that's their faith. And their faith is to do away with those who are of our faith. The Name of the Lord Jesus Christ is a strong tower and the righteous run to Him and are safe . . . no matter the circumstance.  Every one of the born-again believers on those planes or in the buildings, is safe . . . that's the truth . . .safe for all eternity with God.  That's our hope.  (Matthew 11:28-30, Philippians 4:4-9).

Number three is a reverence for God. We see in Psalm 92:1, "It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High"  Verse 9, "For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered." and verse 8, "But thou, Lord, art most high for evermore."  Then back in Psalm 91:9 "Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most high, thy habitation"  Do you know what "most high" means in the Hebrew?  It means, "in control."  That's who we are worshipping this morning!  We worship a God that is alive and HE is in control. And America is not out of control as long as we stick with God. God is in control.  The wicked . . . His enemies . . . workers of iniquity shall be destroyed.  The righteous shall flourish and we can stand with a reverence for God, because our God is in control.

Having said all this, God gives each and every one of us a free will to choose Him, or not . . . to choose His way, or not.  The invitation is simple – to salvation, to membership, to peace, love, joy, and a sound mind.

Let's pray.

Page 1 of 1

