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Moved  With  Compassion  !

Don't you like short stories?  Wouldn't you like short sermons, too?  I've got some good news for you, we're going to read only four verses, but there is also some bad news . . . it may not be as short a sermon.  Let's read Matthew 9:35-38

35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

Who was it that Jesus was looking at?  The Bible describes those He was looking at in these verses as "the multitudes."  Lost People.  Multitudes of people who needed Jesus Christ.  Multitudes of people who were lost without Him.

He was "moved with compassion on them." The Greek word for compassion here is "splagchnizomai" which means "bowel." It means to feel deeply inside, to have compassion, pity.  It is a feeling of distress towards the ills of others.

Our character quality for this month is Tolerance. The definition in our Gothard materials is, making allowances for those who lack wisdom and maturity, and praying that they will see and follow God's ways.  It's very interesting to note that scripture makes a sharp distinction between the amount of tolerance believers are to have toward each other and, toward those who are unbelievers.  In regards to "each other" scripture differentiates between how believers are to express tolerance for new, immature believers, and those who are "older in the faith" who decide to live a life violating God's standards, or refusing to grow in grace. In regards to unbelievers a believer is to have a greater tolerance for unbelievers than we have for fellow believers.

Paul explains this in the same passage in which he warns believers not to have fellowship with other believers who violate God's standards.  Look with me at I Corinthians 5:9-13

9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:

10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.

11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one not to eat.

12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?

13 But them that are without God judgeth.  Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.

Paul is differentiating between believers and unbelievers.  Know something missing in most churches today?  Distress for the ills of lost people.  How many unbelievers do we have fellowship with ?!?  How tolerant are we toward the unbelievers and their lifestyle?  When's the last time we were in distress, grieving for an unbeliever?  Did you ever notice the attitude difference on an unbeliever who cusses, and a believer who does?

Standing in line at a restaurant recently there was a guy with a drink in his hand.  We struck up a conversation and he was drinking and cussing and going on and on about life.  Then he asked me what I do for a living, and I told him I'm a Baptist preacher.  Immediately he – an unbeliever – became embarrassed, apologetic, and even asked for my forgiveness for his cussing and how he'd been behaving!  He even began to explain his "church background."  I told him, "Hey, brother, don't worry about that, I used to do that, too."  I told him that God couldn't care less about his drinking or cussing.  I said, "the only thing God cares about is, have you ever met His Son, Jesus Christ.  What have you done with His Son?"  We need to look past (be more tolerant of) the unbeliever's lifestyle and pray that they will come to Jesus.

Sadly, all too often believers in a similar situation become cold, callous and say "nobody's perfect."  Pastors are instructed not to preach on "such and such." That doesn't sound like God's kind of Tolerance. 

We have a goal of "200 Under the Tent" in March 2003.  Listen, we can organize, prioritize, categorize, and energize, but until we get some "compassionize . . . ing" toward the lost and unchurched folks, we'll still be running the same number we are today!

Now, let's get back to our story in Matthew.  Notice what the Holy Spirit led Matthew to write about why Jesus was moved with compassion on the multitudes.  Verse 36 says He was moved with compassion because they (1) "fainted."  Speaking literally of physically being weary, exhausted, and mentally being despondent.  Do you know any unchurched people like that today?  Then He said they were (2) "scattered abroad." It means literally to throw or cast, to hurl, scatter, and disperse . . . to be cast forth. Our neighborhoods really reflect this idea.  We used to know our neighbors and help look out for each other.  Nowadays, the garage door goes up, the car drives in and the garage door goes down, and in the morning it happens all over again in reverse.  The people are scattered . . . disconnected.  

Jesus also said He was moved with compassion because they were (3) "as sheep having no shepherd." I don't think anything paints the picture and describes "the multitudes" of today any better than Ezekiel 34:5-6, "And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them."  What a picture of today when people are as meat to the beasts of the field and wandering here and there.  They are getting gobbled up by the beasts of the world. They have no direction, no purpose, no meaning and no hope and "none did search or seek after them."  What a sad story.

Something missing from the church today is an old-fashioned, heart-felt, God-given, Christ-centered, Holy Spirit empowered compassion for the lost and unchurched people.  No church will really have the rich blessings of God until its members get a "burn" in their hearts for lost people.  Believers will not enjoy the hand of God until they get the heart of God.  We'll not see the power of God until we get the pain of God for the fainted, scattered, shepherd-less that are all around us.

Well, here's some great news, in the midst of a sad story . . . it's always that way when Jesus shows up or when Jesus is "lifted up." In verse 37 of our text, Jesus says, "the harvest truly is plenteous!"  There's no shortage of a crop!  There are multitudes to reach.  It's getting bigger and better right in our own backyard.  This is our Jerusalem with hundreds of new houses being built so close by!  Jesus points out there's only one thing holding back the harvest . . . few laborers . . . too few with His compassion.  Jesus gives us the secret to that problem in verse 38 "pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest."

So all this begs two questions: Q#1 – What's your compassion level for the unchurched?

Q#2 – Have you been praying to the Lord of the harvest for Him to send forth laborers?

Let's pray.
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