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Left  My  First  Love

Someone has said, "You cannot love the Lord without serving Him, but you can serve Him without loving Him."  In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, our Lord Jesus had some words for seven specific churches of the day.  The first church He addressed was the church in Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-7:

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Ephesus was a great commercial center of Asia Minor, at the mouth of the river Cayster and on the shore of the Aegean Sea, about 50 miles south of Smyrna.  It was noted for the great temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world (Acts 19:27).  Some have considered it to be by far the most amazing of the seven wonders.  One commentator says, "The site of this great city is now covered with ruins and the residence of a miserable Turkish village without one Christian . . . fulfilling verse 5." (Rev. 2:5). Paul had spent a lot of time in Ephesus (Acts 20:31) but it was a troubled and very immoral city.

The church at Ephesus in the days of Paul's writing his epistle was on fire.  They knew who they were in  Christ.  In Ephesians 1:1 Paul writes how wonderful to be "In Christ."  But, in days of John's revelation on the Isle of Patmos . . . they have "left."  In the span of thirty years, the Holy Spirit now writes through John, "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee" (verse 4).

Churches can leave their first love.  Individual Christians can leave their first love, and for some it doesn't take 30 years.  Charles Stanley shares a story called "The Steps of Backsliding" about a fellow who began "backsliding" the day after he got saved!  Unfortunately it's more  common than you may think.  I ran across a note in the margin of one of my commentaries I had written almost twenty years ago, "Barbara & I told by .    (x)     . , 'You'll cool off!' "  One preacher called these cooled-off backsliders the Frozen Chosen.  Another preacher said, "the new converts in our church have to backslide to have fellowship with our membership."

Is that what church is all about?  Is that the gathering of the saints on Sunday morning and Sunday night, and Wednesday night and during the week and living for the Lord is all about?  That somebody gets saved and they've got to leave their first love to catch up with the rest of us?

We've always heard this passage explained as "love growing cold", but the Lord commended this church for (1) their deeds, their works and labor.  (2) Their durability, their patience.  Every time these Christians did something for God, they were persecuted, but they kept on keeping on. (3) Their discipline, they couldn't bear evil.  The Ephesians where strict in their admission of new believers, they didn't tolerate sin in the membership.  They were serious about their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. (4) Their doctrine, has tried them where the Nicolaitanes were concerned. [Nicolaitanes were followers of Nicolaus, a heretic, a sect of Gnostics who practiced and taught impure an immoral doctrine]  If a person was going to preach or teach in the church at Ephesus, he had to be "sound in the truth."  

Now, we've always heard that their love had "grown cold."  But did you notice the Lord said, "I know thy works, and thy labor " The list of things that He commends them for doesn't sound like "a love grown cold" to me, it sounds like a church we'd want to be a part of!  If it's grown cold, the fire would be out . . . no works, no labor.  Many churches are cold like that -- almost 1/3 of all SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) churches  don't baptize one new convert per year!!!

Well, what's the deal?  What is the Lord talking about?  Why did He say, "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee . . ."? First of all, let's organize what He said.

(1) "thou didst leave" (verse 4) – in the context of our Lord's condemnation, a definite and sad departure from where He said they were.

(2) Leave what?  "Thy first love" . . . this early love, proof of the new life in Christ.

(3) (verse 5)  Remember . . . from where you've fallen, repent . . . turn around 180°, turn back and return . . . and do the first works . . . or else!

Now Lord wait a minute . . . You said "I know thy works," that's a good list.  So why remember, repent, and return?  Well, when all else fails, let's check out the Greek words. The English word "first," in Greek is "protos"  an interesting word.  It does not mean "quality" not the best service.  It does not always mean "order" (Ex. 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.). Specifically here in verse 4, "first love" and in verse 5, "first workers" means "originally done or demonstrated."  So, did the Lord mean "the works they were now doing weren't  what they did at first?  No. 

In order to get the picture, then get the application lets consider when a man meets a woman.  Guys, when you first met that "love of your life" what did you do???  Let me remind you of 3 things . . . #1.  You couldn’t spend enough time with her.  New lovers will do anything to get out of everything that stands in the way of spending time with their new love.  When I first met Barbara, I spent more time in Highlands than College Station.  If Dad or Mom called, my friends knew to tell them I was at the library, or golf course.  #2.  You can't spend enough money on her.  Guys go "crazy" when they fall in love!  Nothing is "too good" or "too expensive" for her -- at first!  <Guys, the girls aren't listening to this part, but why do you think they have so much trouble with us today?  Let's get real!?>  #3.  You believe and act upon every word she says.  When she says "jump," you say, "How high, Honey?!?!"  Are you getting the picture???

Now, let's go back to scripture and look at the application . . . the church today is the same as the church at Ephesus. 

I. The Lord says, "You're not spending as much time with Me as you used to . . ."

The church says . . . All we do is spend time at the church. We've got to have more time for the family, we've got to get our priorities right . . . or, "Preacher, we want to be there, but the kids have got t-ball (or whatever) . . . there's something at school . . . the kids have to be in bed by ___."  Sometime our work schedules interfere, or just being tired interferes.  Or, "Preacher I want to read my Bible, but . . . you just don't understand my schedule."

Jesus says, "It didn't use to be that way when you first met Me and fell in love with Me . . . you wouldn't let anything get between us!"

II. The Lord says, "the tithe (first 10%) belongs to Me."  I'll give you the grace (that's divine enablement) to have all you need, be able to tithe, and be able to give to every good work (such as missions) that I lead you to give to.

The church says, "But Lord, you don't understand my situation . . . you don't want me to not pay my bills, do you???  Never mind that we have no budget, never mind that we spend freely . . . charge it, because we don't have the cash, never mind by the time we make the house payment, the new car payments, the groceries, and the 4, 5, or 6 credit card payments there's none left over!!

Jesus says, "It didn't use to be that way.  You showed Me where your heart was and how much you loved Me . . . you couldn't give enough."  You gave to Me first.

III. The Lord says, "You used to say, "If God says it, that settles it.  If God says it, we'll do it." The Lord says, "If you love me, keep my commandments."

The church says, "Well, I believe . . . but surely God doesn't mean . . . well, I know God's ways are higher than man's ways . . . I know God's wisdom is far better than man's wisdom . . . but . . ."  Church, there used to be a day when we hung on every word that God said.  Look at James 1:5-8

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.  For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

8 A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.

How many of you -- in all honesty with yourself -- would say, "My life is unstable"?  How many of you know someone – perhaps a family member – whose life is "unstable"?  God says, "a double-minded person is unstable in all their ways."  Here it is, it's very simple, you've god God's ways, or man's ways . . . God's thoughts, or man's thoughts. A double-minded person has left their first love, the unstability proves it.  There's a battle going on in that person's life between God and self. When we come to salvation we've come just like a little child who trusts everything the parent says.  It's only when self starts entering in that the time factor becomes a problem, or the money factor becomes a problem, that His Word becomes a problem.

Jesus said, "You've left your first love."  He said, remember, and repent, and return . . . and do the first works. 

A great tragedy today is that some folks have nothing to remember when it comes to loving God like your first love. If you don't have anything to remember . . . you didn't grow up in a church home, or you got away from the Lord and church at an early age or you haven't been taught -- the good news is that you can still believe God and trust His Word. You can still hopefully identify with the picture of a man and woman and the first love and translate that into what God expects of you and your family.

Here's the question for each of us this morning . . . if need be, will we repent?  will we return? or, will we go our own way???  Matthew 24:12, "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold."  The great tragedy is that if you leave your first love and don't repent, and don't return, the  fire does go out.  It's not an issue of time or money.  The issue is you and me, our kids and grandkids -- until Jesus comes back -- we set the pace, we set the standard, we lead what the family is going to do.

Let's pray.
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