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It's  Never  Too  Far  To  Lodebar!

We are talking about gratefulness, what an exciting, wonderful character quality. The first week after the revival we talked about "Gratefulness Requires Recognition."  It requires repentance in a sense that it requires us seeing, and truly appreciating what others have done for us.  How does that play out in real life?  Let me just share with you a prayer . . . 

O God, I recognize that I am a great sinner and deserving of eternal judgment.  I thank You (that's gratefulness!) for sending Jesus Christ to pay the penalty for all my sin, and I do now receive Him as my Lord and Savior.  Thank you for hearing this prayer and giving me eternal life and the forgiveness of all my sins for all eternity.

Nobody ever becomes a Christian; nobody ever gets saved until they recognize they are a sinner. And recognize according to God's word that they can not save themselves, but that only through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and the work He did on the cross, God has proved a way for us to be saved for all eternity.

Last week we talked about "Gratefulness and Grace" the old acrostic –

God's

Riches

At

Christ's

Expense

We talked about the capacity to be grateful is ours . . . only as Christians.  Now there are a lot of people in the world that will go around exhibiting something that looks like gratefulness or thankfulness but when you really get down to it, it is a character quality of God and therefore as a Christian with the indwelling Holy Spirit and the nature of God in us we are the only ones that could really truly be grateful . . . by the grace of God.

One example last week was the Apostle Paul.  In his old nature as Saul he was the persecutor of the church.  But he said I am what I am by the grace of God and the new nature in me I'm now the preacher of the church.  God changed me; it was by His grace, and only by His grace it wasn't anything Paul did or could do, or even wanted to do.  That is what is so astonishing if we really get honest, it comes down to He wants us.

I remember when I first became a Christian, I think the very first thing the preacher told me was "your wanter has changed."  I said, "My wanter?" He said, "Yeah, what you use to want you won't want, and what you never wanted you want." And he was right, my wanter changed.  And by the grace of God you can be all that you can be. 

Today we are going to look at a picture from Scripture of what true gratefulness really looks like.  The definition from our text by Gothard is "Letting others know by my words and actions how they have benefited my life."

Now today we are going to look at two characters.  One of them is a very famous character . . . as a matter of fact you'll know him just by me mentioning his name – David.  He was the king and at one point in time he was just a shepherd boy.  And then he ran into a big fellow named Goliath.  And he slew the giant and later became King and whether you knew it or not, David's name is mentioned 1,085 times in Scripture. So beyond a shadow of doubt David is somebody that God thinks something of. The first time is in Ruth 4:17 where it talks about Ruth giving birth to his grandfather, then his father was born, and then he was born.  The last time he is mentioned is in Revelation 22:16 – only 6 verses from the end of the Bible! Jesus – listen to this, it's a red-letter edition – "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches.  A am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star."

Almost the very end of Scripture this fellow David is mentioned.  What we're going to see today is just a flickering moment in his life.  At the other extreme, we're going to also look at a young fellow that most of us can't pronounce his name . . . Mephibosheth.  M E P H I B O S H E T H! He is mentioned only 15 times in 13 verses.  We are going to look at what Scripture tells us about the entire life of this young boy, Mephibosheth, but just a fleeting moment in the life of a great hero of the faith, David. The name of the message this morning is, "It's Never Too Far To Lodebar!"

We're going to look at several passages in 1 Samuel before we end up at our text in 2 Samuel.  

1 Samuel 18:1-4 (KJV) . . .

1 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house.

[This is right after David has slain the giant. Saul is the king and Jonathan is one of his sons.  David and Jonathan become instant best buddies and King Saul commands him to stay there with them.]

3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.

4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.

Saul soon became jealous of David's fame with the people and in chapter 19 plots to kill David – what a picture of ungratefulness. 1 Samuel 19:1-4 . . .

1 And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David.

2 But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself:

3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee.
4 And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works have been to thee-ward very good:

Jonathan is trying to tell his daddy, "Daddy what are you doing?  David is not against you.  David has served you and everything that he has done has been for your good."  But ungratefulness or unthankfulness settled into the heart of Saul and he wanted to kill David.

There is a LOT that goes on between 1 Samuel 19 and 1 Samuel 31, a lot of activity between King Saul and David, and now Saul is again battling the Philistines.

1 Samuel 31:1-7 . . .

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men if Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa.

2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchishua, Saul's sons.

3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers.

4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw they sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse me.  But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid.  Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him.

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together.

7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them.

Now we are going to turn to 2 Samuel. The setting is going to move to Jerusalem, the City of David and "somebody" appears . . . that somebody is Mephibosheth, Jonathan's son.

2 Samuel 1:1-4, 17-18, 23-26

1 Now it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David was returned form the slaughter of the Amalekites, and David had abode two days in Ziklag;

2 It came even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance.

3 And David said unto him, From whence comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped.

4 And David said unto him, How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me.  And he answered, That the people are fled from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also.

5 And David said unto the young man that told him, How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead?

6 And the young man that told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him.

7 And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered, Here am I.

8 And he said unto me, Who art thou? And I answered him, I am an Amalekite.

17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son:

18 (Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of Jasher.)

[David actually writes a song – a lamentation – about the death of his good friend, Jonathan.]

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.

24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel.

25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places.

26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women.

27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!

2 Samuel 2:4a, "And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah."

11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.

Then in chapter 5 of 2 Samuel that something happens . . .

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 10

1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.

2 Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and the Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel.

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah.

Now, briefly, let's go back to 2 Samuel 4:4 and see how Mephibosheth comes in . . .

2 Samuel 4:4, "And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his feet.  He was five years old when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame.  And his name was Mephibosheth."

In chapters 4 – 8 we see David's kingdom expand.  David is now praising God for his success; he is sitting down and thanking God for all He's done.  We finally get to today's text in 2 Samuel 9:1-13 and learn some things about true gratefulness . . .

1 And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake?

2 And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba.  And when they had called him unto David, the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant is he.

3 And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet.

4 And king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar.

5 Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar. 

6 Now when Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did reverence.  And David said, Mephibosheth.  And he answered, Behold thy servant!

7 And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.

8 And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house.

Well I want us to see four things about what gratefulness looks like in King David's life in this story.  First of all gratefulness isn't forgetful.  In verse 1 David said -- after all that has gone on and David is now a highly loved and respected king, he is a giant among men – but he sits down and says, "God did it all."  And he wants to show some kindness to some people – the kindness of God.  The God that lives through me, works through me and loves people through me and I am what I am by the grace of God.  And he said, "is there any left in the house of Saul?"  You know, that would be the least likely place we would turn. Now we might say is there anybody left in the house of Jonathan. Because Jonathan was this best buddy, but David went back one more generation to the very man that pursued him and tried to kill him and harassed him and tried to run him out of the country. But he said is there anybody from his house that is still around?  You see our tendency is to mean well but not follow through.  And David said gratefulness is not forgetful.  You can almost picture David thinking of ways to show his gratefulness to God for all that God has done for him. How many times have we intended to write a thank you note, how may times have we thought about making a phone call, how many times have we considered doing something nice for somebody, but never followed through?  Here we have something even more meaningful, Jonathan was dead, and Saul had tried to kill David more than once. A lot had transpired since then, but David had never, never, never forgot what Jonathan had done for him.  Gratefulness isn't forgetful.

Secondly, gratefulness isn't feigned (v. 6 & 7, then v. 9 & 10).  Feigned means to make a false show of, to pretend.  In verses 6 and 7 there is no pretension on David's part, it's only presentation. Because David was truly grateful for what Jonathan had meant to him he wanted to be very generous.  He went to great lengths to assure Mephibosheth of his sincerity and that he had nothing to fear from David.  Oh, that we would learn to be truly grateful for what God and others do for us.

The third thing is gratefulness ignores favoritism (v.8).  "Favoritism" means to disregard deliberately, or being unfairly partial, or showing more kindness to some person or persons than another. Mephibosheth comes in and feels like a "dead dog" that you would do this thing. Was Mephibosheth a prime candidate to be overlooked, or ignored, or to be shown "the nose"??  Virtually nobody knew of his existence.  Probably nobody cared. He lived in LO-DE-BAR . . . a place east of the Jordan . . . which means "barren." Who would show gratefulness – go out of their way and spend money out of their own pocket for a crippled, no-body in "barren?"  God would! And David said, "I'm going to show that kindness and love of God and I'm going to show that kind of compassion and concern because that's what God does."

Then there is a fourth thing . . . gratefulness inspires fortitude (v.2).  "Fortitude" is "firm courage" that comes from trust.  David's reputation preceded him.  David had to have proven his character for the servant, Ziba, to even mention Mephibosheth's name . . . knowing the child would be "safe" with David.  People can tell when we "mean business."  People can tell when we "mean well."  When we say things, people know what our character is.

This may sound like one of those, "and they lived happily ever after stories", but let's take a look at the opposite of gratefulness – unthankfulness.  We've already seen that characteristic in Saul, now it appears in his grandson.  He's a crippled nobody in "barren" when he is brought to live in the King's household, but he gets greedy and his servant, Ziba, heads up the deceit and rebellion.  2 Samuel 16:1-4 –

1 And when David was a little past the top of the hill, behold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred loaves of bread, and an hundred bunches of raisins, and an hundred of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine.

2 And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by these? And Ziba said, The asses be for the king's household to ride on; and the brad and summer fruit for the young men to eat; and the wine, that such as be faint in the wilderness may drink.

3 And the king said, And where is thy master's son? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem: for he said, To day shall the house of Israel restore me the kingdom of my father.

4 Then said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that pertained unto Mephibosheth.  And Ziba said, I humbly beseech thee that I may find grace in thy sight, my lord, O king.

The story continues in 2 Samuel 19: 24-30 as David's rebellious son, Absalom, has been killed and Mephibosheth is "repentant" –

24 And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king, and had neither dressed his feet, not trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came again in peace.

25 And it came to pass, when he was come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king said unto him, Wherefore wentest not thou with me, Mephibosheth?

26 And he answered, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me: for thy servant said, I will saddle me an ass, that I may ride thereon, and go to the king; because thy servant is lame.

27 And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God: do therefore what is good in thing eyes.

28 For all of my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy servant among them that did eat at thine own table. What right therefore have I yet to cry any more unto the king?

29 And the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land.

30 And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come again in peace unto his own house.

Then we read in 2 Samuel 21:1, "Then there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David enquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites." A famine in the land is explained by God to be because of Saul's sons.  Seven of Saul's sons end up getting hanged, but David spares Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 21:7), why . . . let's add one more point to this message –

True gratefulness is forever!  No matter what came David's way in life, he remained forever grateful for his relationship and friendship with Jonathan.  According to man, Mephibosheth didn't deserve 1/1,000th of what David bestowed upon him.  Now listen, do you know one of the saddest things in the church today . . . Christians ("friends" of Jesus Christ) blame His Father for things that happen in their life and the reputation of Christ suffers and His offspring, the church, suffers.  These Christians are not grateful forever and don't show gratitude for what Christ has done for them.  How grateful are we for what Christ has done for us?  Is there someone in "Lodebar" you have not shown gratefulness to for something they did for you . . . or for something a kinfolk of theirs did for you?

Let's pray.
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