Gratefulness – A Full-length Sermon

Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky

Contributed by Pastor Lee McDowell

Pastor, Anchor Baptist Church, Houston, Texas

Preached March 11, 2001

Gratefulness  Requires  Recognition

How many kids grow up being told, “You’re the most ungrateful kid . . . ?”  Why do the kids not understand being called that???  They don’t recognize all that’s involved/sacrificed for them.  Until they get to be a parent they can’t appreciate it.  They just can’t understand.

Let’s look at two stories in the New Testament. One story is about a person many would have considered “the most unlikely to ever have an encounter with Christ.” The other story concerns two of His disciples.  Both stories will show how easy it is to miss Christ . . . to not recognize Him.  We see that it is possible to not fully appreciate Him or to lose our appreciation for Him, or to not be grateful when He touches our life.  Perhaps the most important thing today is for us to discover what it takes to become grateful!

The first encounter is recorded in John 4:1-42 and is about a Samaritan Woman.  The second is found in Luke 24:13-35 and involves two of His disciples as they traveled the road to Emmaus.  The encounters have several things in common – in neither case did the people recognize Jesus.  Nor did they have an appreciation or gratefulness for who He was and what He could do.

In the case of the Samaritan Woman in John chapter 4, listen to these astounding words . . .

Samaritan Woman:  John 4:11-12 (KJV)

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?

We need to understand that this was a lost woman. This was not a woman who knew the Lord Jesus Christ.  So it was very easy for her to not recognize Him.  That’s the way it is when you are a “lost” person.  It is just the natural man that’s there and doesn’t really have a clue of who Jesus is and all that He can do for us. Time and time again people will come up and say, “You need Jesus! You need Jesus!” and they say, “So what? . . . He doesn’t have anything to draw with.”  Just as the woman at the well could not understand how Jesus could give her living water (verse10), most lost people today are sitting there saying, “Why do I need Jesus?  My well is deep, I don’t know that He has anything to draw with.” 

But in the next story these two men have been with Jesus.  They know who He is, they know the story about His death, burial and resurrection, but they have left that belief and faith, even if momentarily.

Disciples: Luke 24:21 says, “But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.” 

They are having a struggle with Jesus.  And they’ve missed him, even as He appeared in their midst.  But, there is some really good news for us today whether you don’t know Christ or do know Jesus Christ . . . all three came to full realization of just what their encounter with the Lord meant to them.  They finished their encounter with an awesome gratefulness.  That’s what happens when we encounter Jesus Christ.  That’s what happens when we come to fully realize who He is, and what He wants to be in our lives, we will come away with an awesome gratefulness for Him and what He’s done and what He will do.  Is this going on in your life right now???  Have you ever had a time in your life like this ??? 

Both stories describe the Lord’s way of encountering us whether we’re “lost” or, whether we’re a disciple.  And just how we can come to recognize Him, to appreciate Him and to be humbly grateful for any “touch” from the Master.

So let’s look at five things about these stories.  First of all  . . . His Commitment.  The Lord will go out of His way to meet with us.  That’s the story in both cases here.  It doesn’t matter where we are, what we’re going through, how destitute or difficult it seems, how far away we seem, the good news is the Lord will go out of His way to meet with us.  

Samaritan Woman: John 4:1-9

1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,

2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)

3 He left Judea, and departed again into Galilee.

4 And he must needs go through Samaria.

[The truth of the matter is that they were traveling from Jerusalem to Galilee, and although the quickest and most direct way was straight through Samaria, the Jews didn’t want to have anything to do with the Samaritans. They customarily traveled around to the East of Samaria, not through the country.  So when Jesus says He, “must needs go through Samaria,” He is emphasizing His willingness to go out of the normally accepted way to meet us where we are.]

5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

You know what you’ll find when you talk to a lot of people who are not in church today?  They feel in their heart that God doesn’t want to have anything to do with them.  That they are not quite good enough, haven’t gotten their act together.  The really good news for anyone who has ever thought that . . . God will meet you right where you are today.  He’ll go out of His way to meet you in the condition that you are in.

Disciples:  Luke 24:13-16

13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about three score furlongs (about 7.5 miles)

14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.

16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.
Some of the best news I could give you today is no matter what is going on in your life today, you’re not “too far” for Jesus to get to you and your situation is not too difficult for Him to want to embrace.  Our Lord is committed to meet us anytime, anyplace, for any reason.

There is a second thing in these stories . . . His Caring.  The Lord will always desire to talk with us about the things most important to us.

Samaritan Woman: John 4:10-14

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of Him, and he would have given thee living water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us himself, and his children, and his cattle?

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

Disciples: Luke 24:17-24

17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?

18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?

19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:

20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him.

21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.

22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre;

23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.

24 And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.

No one knows what you have to deal with today like Jesus does.  No one has more caring, and more compassion for what you’re feeling than Jesus does.  All the people had struggles going on in their lives and He came and met each of them at the point of their need.  This is expressed in the song by Charles F. Weigle call “No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus”

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus

Since I found in Him a friend so strong and true;

I would tell you how He changed my life completely

He did something that no other friend could do.

No one ever cared for me like Jesus,

There’s no other friend so kind as He;

No one else could take the sin and darkness from me –

O how much He cared for me!

All my life was full of sin when Jesus found me,

All my heart was full of misery and woe;

Jesus placed His strong and loving arms around me,

And He led me in the way I ought to go.

Every day He comes to me with new assurance,

More and more I understand His words of love;

But I’ll never know just why He came to save me,

Till some day I see His blessed face above.

No one ever cared for me like Jesus,

There’s no other friend so kind as He;

No one else could take the sin and darkness from me –

O how much He cared for me!      


(Copyright 1932.  Renewal 1960 by Charles Weigle.  Used by Permission.)

AMEN!  It doesn’t matter whether you are lost or saved, the Good News is Jesus Christ cares about your problems, your questions, and your doubts.

The third thing is the part that gets kind of tough for us . . . His Confrontation.

There are a lot of folks that like the idea that He’ll come and see me. There’s a lot of people that like the idea that He cares for me, but it gets a little difficult when the Word tells us, that because of His commitment, and because of His caring, He will always confront us.  

Samaritan Woman: John 4:15-24

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.

16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband:

18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped I this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.

21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Disciples: Luke 24:25-27

25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures and things concerning himself.

Mark it down, beloved, Jesus Christ is truth.  Jesus Christ confronts with the truth.

His Word is the sword of the spirit and His word is powerful . . . as stated in Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” And verse 13, “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” Oh praise His name, Our Lord is a confronter!

His Calculation. Everything Christ does in His encounters with us is to bring us to a point of recognizing Him and believing Him, trusting in Him and pouring gratefulness into our hearts.

Samaritan Woman: John 4:10, 25-26

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

Disciples: Luke 24:28-31

28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further.

29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.  And he went in to tarry with them.

30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.

31 And their eyes were opened, and they know him; and he vanished out of their sight.

There is one last thing . . . Their Consummation.

Why their gratefulness now?  They came to a realization – a recognition.  And notice . . . gratefulness can’t be contained!

Samaritan Woman: John 4:28-30, 39-42

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.

39  And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did.

40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days.

41 And many more believed because of his own word;

42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.

Disciples: Luke 24:32-36

32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them,

34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.

35 And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

36 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

Don’t miss this . . . IF none of these had believed Jesus . . . they would have told Him He was a “nut” and walked on in their life of unbelief, defeat, and discouragement.

Discouragement is the consequence of overlooking or forgetting the many ways someone else has benefited our life.  Joy is not overlooking and not forgetting.  There are “tell-tale” signs of gratefulness: Joy, Giving, Serving.

What have you “missed” lately?  Why are you “missing Him” today?  Could it be that you haven’t recognized Him in what’s going on in your life?
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