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DISCERNING  SPIRITUAL  THINGS

I was thinking during the special music of the overwhelming sense that not only are we pressing on the upward way to higher ground, but it is holy ground.  Let’s stop for just a moment and think, we’re talking about Attentiveness this month and what a privilege to have that relationship with God, to have that opportunity to talk to God, and the opportunity to hear from God.

I simply say as we come to the close of the month and this emphasis on attentiveness, without it, you go no where with God – we’re either attentive to Him or we’re not.  We have the availability of being attentive to Him, we have the opportunity to hear from Him, speak to Him, to hear back, to communicate, but if we don’t, we’re going no where with God.

Next month we’ll be talking about Obedience, which probably is the catalyst to going on to great things with God. Once we hear from Him, we decide whether or not we are going to obey Him.  Whether or not we are going to really trust and obey.  Jesus said, “if you love me, obey my commandments”.  And so these two characteristics are the bedrock foundation of a relationship with the Lord. 

Now I want to say to you this morning, that apart from being saved and possessing eternal life, which is secured by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and having available the power of the Holy Spirit, to get to live the victorious life today . . . I can’t think of anything that’s more exciting, more stimulating than to possess the capacity – through the same Holy Spirit of God – to be able to discern Spiritual things.

Did you hear what I said? I can’t think of anything more exciting, more stimulating apart from those previous things I mentioned – than to possess the capacity, through the same Holy Spirit of God, to be able to discern Spiritual things.

In other words He gives me and He gives you, as a child of God, the spiritual capacity to be spiritually attentive. And what I want to focus on this morning is two of the more precious jewels of being spiritually attentive, and the first one is this: The capacity to grasp spiritual things, period.

  In John chapter nine, there’s a story -- all of it is about a blind beggar, and that blind beggar, the Bible tells us, is born blind from birth.  The Scribes and the Pharisees have brought this blind beggar before them and say, “Now tell us again about this guy that supposedly took away your blindness”, and all of these kinds of things, you know, and they accused him of being a sinner before birth and maybe it was his mother and father that were sinners or whatever.  Look at verses 24 and 25, “They again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, “Give God the glory!  We know that this Man is a sinner, (they’re talking about the Lord Jesus, and then He answers them . . .)  He answered and said, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, NOW I SEE.”

It’s an awesome proclamation!  And he’s saying, “I now have the capacity to grasp spiritual things.  I have the capacity to see”. I know we are talking about the physical eyes here, but it is also a story that brings us back to the idea of the spiritual eyes.  The bottom line here is that when you get saved, you were once blind, but NOW you can see.  And you have to see in order to grasp, so, let’s go on.

In Acts chapter 9, we have a story about Saul, who was the persecutor of the church at that point in time.  He was the key persecutor of the church. And in this chapter, Acts chapter 9, Saul gets saved – Saul becomes a Christian -- but in verses 17 and 18 we see something that takes place in Saul’s life that is indicative of something much like what took place with the blind beggar -- only a little bit more so from the spiritual standpoint.  OK?  And here it is, it says in verse 17:

17 Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.  

Now again, he had been blinded, but the removing of this -- whatever this was – that was as scales, it gave him the capacity and the ability to see, it was at a moment when he became a born-again believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and had the capacity to grasp spiritual things. So what do these two things amount to, this being able to see . . . being able to see things spiritually?  Well Saul, who later became Paul, the Apostle Paul, wrote in first Corinthians chapter 2, what I think is one of the most profound passages of scripture. 1 Corinthians 2:7-16.  We find something in this passage of scripture that you and I must never forget.  We must never forget it from the standpoint of who we are, and we must never forget it from the standpoint of who an unsaved person is.  And what’s going on in all these spiritual things.  It says, starting in verse 7: 

7  “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory.

(See, he’s talking about a hidden wisdom.  It’s there, but people are not able to see it, people are not able to grasp these spiritual things)

8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9 But as it is written:  “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared from those who love Him.”

(But look at verse 10 here)

10 But God has revealed them to us through His (What?) Spirit.  For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.

12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

(Now listen to verse 14 because this talks about the unsaved person.  This talks about you and I back before we became Christians.  It says . . .)

14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, (listen to this) because they are spiritually discerned.  

15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.

16 For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?  But we have the mind of Christ.

Isn’t that incredible?!  We have the capacity to grasp spiritual things.  Listen church, I want to tell you, that’s an incredible privilege, that’s an awesome privilege, when we talk about attentiveness and we have that definition – it’s showing the worth of a person -- and we learned all the “I wills” the bottom line for you and I is that we have the opportunity to hear from God and to understand.  You and I have a capacity that an unsaved person doesn’t have.  What a tragedy to throw away the opportunity to hear from God, by not hearing from God.  What a tragedy to throw away the capacity to grasp spiritual things, by not getting into spiritual things, by not reading the Bible . . . perhaps, by not getting somewhere where we are going to hear spiritual things.  Because the Bible has said  “The Spirit searches all things, yes the deep things of God.  No one knows the things of God, except the Spirit of God.”  And when I mentioned that when we get saved and get the Holy Spirit of God, one of the greatest things that happens is through the Holy Spirit of God you and I can see, and you and I can grasp the spiritual things.  I believe that’s a precious jewel, I certainly believe that’s a precious jewel when we talk about attentiveness.  Don’t forget the opportunity that we have and the ability that we have.

There’s a second precious jewel, and that is the capacity, not only to just grasp, but to be alert to spiritual and non-spiritual things going on around us.  We would use the word, discernment.  You and I need to guard against anything that would take away our discernment.  You and I need to guard against anything that would dull our discernment, because we have the capacity to grasp spiritual things and to hear them in the first place and to get an understanding but once we have that we have to put them to use.  And one of the precious jewels of attentiveness is to put those things to use and by being attentive and being able to be alert to spiritual and non-spiritual things going on around us.

Turn with me if you would to Matthew chapter 16, verses 1-12, listen to something here:

1 Then the Pharisees and Saducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven.

Now listen to what He says to the Pharisees and Saducees:

2 He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’;

3 “and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’  

Now let me stop right there, how many of you have ever heard, “Red sky in the morning, sailors take warning; red sky in the night, sailors’ delight”?  That’s a well-known saying.  You know what blesses my heart as much as anything in this life? Day by day, is to hear somebody make some kind of statement like that, then go the Bible and say, “That’s where they got it!”  Isn’t that something?  How many non-Christians are there out there are saying  “Red sky in the morning sailors take warning; red sky in the night, sailors’ delight” and they don’t have a clue where it came from?  Isn’t it awesome that God has said some of these things hundreds and hundreds of years ago? Then He says I want to tell you something . . . you say those kinds of things and you really don’t have a clue.  In fact he says to the Scribes and Pharisees:

3 “Hypocrites!  You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  And He left them and departed.

And then in verse 5 it says:

5 Now when His disciples and come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.

And the reason that says that there is, you go back up into chapter 15, they just got through feeding a bunch of people – thousands.  But they forgot to take some of that which was left over in the baskets and it says: 

6 Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Saddles.” 

Now here’s where it comes into play, folks, these are children of God, snuggled up to God, right there with God, walking with God, talking with God, hearing from God, and they say: 

7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “it is because we have taken no bread.”

They’ve come up with this idea, after they’ve reasoned among themselves, and all these guys get together and say, “Hm-m-m what’s He talking about?  Well, here’s what He’s talking about” ... then they come up with this ‘discernment’, “Oh!, it’s because we have taken no bread.  We’re out here and we had all those baskets left over and we didn’t bring any bread with us.  We just got through saying that . . . then He made that statement . . . that’s what He’s talking about, it’s because we have no bread.”

Look at verse 8:

8 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread?

Now, why would He make that statement, do you think?  Look at verse 9: 

9 Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you took up?

10 Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up?

11 “How is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? – but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Now let me tell you something really neat about this, they missed it the first go-round, but when they heard it again and he talked to them again, they had the capacity to see it, to grasp it, to discern these things. 

I tell you, it’s awesome to have that ability. It is good to go to Sunday School, and to sit in there and get a little discussion going on and to get different ideas and maybe we come up with a wrong idea, or somebody does, or several do, but then someone comes along and says, ‘Wait a minute, I’ve heard someone else talk about this before and this is what God is really talking about.’ “  And we learn to discern and we can be aware of the capacity to discern.

So let’s just look quickly at some of the real gems that are available to us for discernment. Discernment -- the capacity to be alert to spiritual and non-spiritual things going on around me.

The first one is this:  The lost don’t know they’re lost. In 2 Corinthians 4, verses 3 and 4 the Bible says,   “. . . the god of this world has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, . . . should shine on them.”
Now, when I say discernment here, I’m saying that you and I, as the saved, need to know that the lost don’t know that they’re lost.  It’ll certainly change our attitudes towards witnessing to them. It might even change our attitudes and our discernment toward understanding where they might be when we ask some key questions and we get some answers that just don’t line up.  Like the answer that Jesus got back from the disciples, “Oh, we didn’t bring bread”., No, no, wait a minute, you missed it.  And so, we have an opportunity as Christians to discern . . . the lost don’t know they’re lost. Listen they don’t know they’re lost, they’re blind, they can’t see.  The Bible says they can’t receive the spiritual things of God.

There’s something else about that, though, the saved know that they’re saved.  As well as the lost don’t know that they’re lost, the saved know that they’re saved.  In I John, chapter 5, verses 10-13, the Bible tells us that God has given a testimony of His Son and He says, anybody who has the Son, has life and anybody who does not have the Son, does not have life. And if you don’t believe the record that I’ve given of my Son, then you make me a liar and on top of that, there is a witnessing side of every believer that witnesses to this and the Holy Spirit led John to write and say, “These things have I written that you may know that you have eternal life.”  Listen, it’s incumbent upon you and I as Christians, to know that we are saved.

Let me tell you the reason why, there is a third one here and that’s the confused.  The confused are full of doubts.  And it tells us that in 2 Peter chapter 1, verses 5-11 where it talks about adding to our faith, virtue and to virtue knowledge and all those other things on that list.  And it says that if these things are in you and abound, then you will be fruitful in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, but if they’re not there and don’t abound in you, then you will be as one who is blind and who has forgotten that his old sins were purged.

I’ve said it a hundred times at least, I believe that’s one of the best definitions of somebody doubting their salvation as you’ll find in scripture.  The most scriptural definition of a doubter.  Because when you start talking to somebody who has been saved, but because they haven’t added those other things that are on that list, then so many times you run across somebody who is doubting whether or not they are saved, or not.  And then you start to talk to them and going into things and they say “Well, I’ve done that, and I’ve done that.  But I haven’t done this, this and this,” and the Bible says that when you don’t add those other things, you become as one who has been blinded and has forgotten that those sins were purged.  Listen, if those sins were purged, what does that mean?  There’s only one way that you can get purged -- that’s through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, period.  Now the saved need to know this, there needs to be a discernment on our part as a part of those gems that we are able to interact with these people and to help them if that’s the case.

Now there’s another thing and that is the saved who know it, are the only ones who can help the lost and the confused.  Now that’s a gem!  That’s a gem that we ought to think is worth something.  We’re the only ones who can help the lost and confused.  Discernment gives us the awareness of what is going on and the need for help.  Now isn’t that awesome, isn’t that a privilege?  An opportunity?

There’s another thing, the saved know then that there is spiritual warfare going on -- the unsaved are clueless.  In essence, Satan has anesthetized them. They’re clueless, but we can’t be clueless, we’ve got to have discernment.  We’ve got to exercise that capacity and that privilege to know that there is a war going on.  Why else would the Holy Scripture say to us in Ephesians chapter 6 . . . and just reading the first couple of verses there in this passage, verses 10, 11, and 12:

10 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.”

One thing that might indicate to us is that we can be weak in the Lord, because He’s admonishing us to be strong in the Lord, but to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. It says:

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles (or the scheming) of the devil.

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities against powers against the rulers of the darkness of this age. Against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Now listen to me very carefully, you and I have got to be so aware of the spiritual war that is going on constantly.  The Bible says very clearly, it’s not flesh and blood that we war with.  Why do we all get caught up in flesh and blood wars?  God tells us.  We ought to grasp that; we have the Holy Spirit. We ought to have the discernment to grasp it, to be alert and to say “wait a minute, wait a minute my battle is not with this person, my battle is with something greater than that.”  Rulers, principalities, powers and the rulers of the darkness of this age against spiritual host of wickedness in the heavenly places.  That’s why he says take up the armor.

Turn back over to 2 Corinthians, chapter 10, verses 3 through 6:

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.

4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal (or the flesh, in other words) but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,

5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.

6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

Did you hear what he says there?  We’re in a war!  But, glory to God, we have weapons of warfare that are mighty to the pulling down of strongholds, to the casting down of arguments, and anything and everything that is high, that exalts itself against the knowledge of God.  Now that’s incredible, but that takes discernment, that takes being spiritually alert and exercising the capacity to have this spiritual discernment in things.  Is this something that is exalting itself against the knowledge of God?  If so, then I’ve got a war going on here and I want to recognize that.  It’s not some other issue that’s being purported; it’s the issue that is really there.  What’s really there? Discernment.  And when we don’t exercise discernment, guess what, we miss the war altogether.  In fact, we can create all kinds of havoc.  It’d be like the generals saying, “Hey I want us to attack here, attack here, attack here, do this,” and we say, “Oh wait a minute, I don’t think that’s really the battle, they’re over here.”  And either we are AWOL – Absent without Leave -- or we’re just rebellious and going to go off on our own direction and not get in the war, not fight the war, not have a chance to win the war, if we’re not fighting the real enemy.  So he says that we have weapons, and we need to use those weapons.  We have a lot of people who say that, “when I was saved, I was told that all would be peace and joy and prosperity” – somebody didn’t tell you about the war.  And there’s a war!  And we need to be aware of that and discerning that that’s what it is.

Then there is a sixth thing: The saved realize that the enemy is constantly around. Not only that there is a war going on, folks, but he’s going to constantly be here.  Have you ever stopped to think and say. “I wonder when life’s going to get easier, I wonder when things are going to get better?  I wonder when easy street gets here . . . and I’ve arrived as a Christian.”  I’ve got some news for us, there is no Easy Street in this world . . . maybe in the next world . . . but not in this world.  The enemy is constantly around, even at church.

Look at Matthew, chapter 13, one of the parables.  Jesus spoke, verse 24, the parable of the wheat and the tares.  Now this is one of my favorite parables, but not for any reason that you might dream of, but it goes back years, and years, and years ago.  And it became a favorite of mine because I really believe that God showed me in one of my first thoughts beginning my walk as a Christian that I had the capacity to discern some things, to hear what He’s saying:

24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying:  “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field;

25 “but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.

26 “But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared.

27 “So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field?  How then does it have tares?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’  The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’

29 “But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them.
30 ‘Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ”

Now let me tell you what happened long, long ago . . . probably within the first year or so after I was saved.  I heard an evangelist preach on this parable, and we got to talking about people who came to get saved and they said, “Well I was saved (at such and such a time), but, man I tell you, when he said, ‘You can’t tell the wheat from the tares . . . ’ “ Now somewhere along the line (and I’m not a biologist, or a zoologist, or criminologist or whatever it takes to find out the difference), somebody had said that these things look so close to being the same that it’s difficult to tell them apart. But this evangelist, was literally going from place to place and seeing hundreds of people get saved because he was preaching to church members and saying, “You know your life is not indicative of what a Christian is and you’re a tare instead of a wheat, because it says it right here, ‘sowed right among them’ ”.  I tell you, there is no way, absolutely no way, that a servant could come in from the fields and say to the master, “Master, I though you sowed only good seed?,” if you couldn’t tell the difference between the wheat and the tares.  Pray, tell me how anybody could come up to you and say, “I though you bought a Chevrolet, but it’s a Ford?,” if you couldn’t tell the two apart?  Why would they come and say I thought you only planted good seed?  Does wheat seed yield tares?  Not at all, we know that from the scriptures, what you sow you reap, and a tare in scripture is a noxious weed.  And the Bible makes it very clear here what the real point of this is: that if we sleep, the enemy comes and sows tares among the wheat.  

The master sowed only good seed.  The scripture tells us that plain and simple . .  . he only sowed good seed . . . because he said the enemy came and sowed the tares.  Now folks, I want to tell you something, when you read that, and you want to discern things, and you have the capacity to discern things, we need to exercise that capacity.  Because if we don’t, we are going to miss something.  Not only are we going to miss something, we might have somebody lead us astray.  

It’s like when I was in seminary, I had a professor say, “Now I’ve been out there before, I’ve been pastor before and I’m back here at the seminary now teaching all you young guys that are going to go into the ministry.  I know is abortion is wrong.  But let me tell you something, when you get out there you can tell John-Q-Member that their daughter can’t have an abortion unless they want to break scripture, but you won’t be able to tell that to the Chairman of the Deacons . . . or the Chairman of the Finance Committee . . . or the Chairman of the Pulpit Committee, or somebody high up on the ladder.”  You know what I said?  “Hey, if abortion is wrong, abortion is wrong and you’ve got to tell the Chairman of the Deacons as well as John-Q-Member.”  And I said that is situational ethics.  To which he replied, “You are going to have a hard time passing this course”.

So being attentive you’ll be able to tell the wheat from the tares, being attentive you’ll be able to be on the alert, instead of being asleep.  And that leads me to the last thing and that is this:

The saved realize the enemy is constantly trying to commingle bad seed with good seed and the buzzword of today in spiritual circles is “tolerance”.  Tolerance.  Maybe some people would say “politically correct.”  But tolerance would be a little bit better word for us.  ‘Cause many are pushing for tolerance of all religions and all religious beliefs.  The Bible clearly says that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  And somebody might say, “Well Pastor, how can you be so narrow-minded?”  I’d say, “just like your schoolteachers.”  Kelly is a schoolteacher, Martha is involved in the school, and somebody else here may be a schoolteacher.  How many teachers did you have that allowed you to say 2 + 2 = 5?  Pretty narrow minded of them, wasn’t it!  2 + 2 are 4!  Isn’t it funny, how no one argues with that narrow mindedness, but when it gets down to spiritual things, there’s argument, upon argument, upon argument, upon argument, upon argument. 

You see the label is not the point of disagreement – and when I say the label, I’m talking about the denomination.  That’s not the point of disagreement.  The belief is the issue for all that are saved.  

Now open your Bibles to Exodus chapter 6 for a warning as we close.  Exodus 6 -- the story here – we don’t have time to read the whole scripture, but you can go back and read it – we’re talking about the time when God has appeared to Moses, and he’s told Moses, “Now you go in to Pharaoh and you tell him, ‘Let my people go’ ”.  And Pharaoh is saying, “unh-unh.”  And the reason he said “unh-unh” is because God says, “I’m going to tell him to say, ‘unh-unh.’ I’m going to harden his heart.  I’m going to make it difficult for him to say ‘uh-huh.’  He’s going to say ‘unh-unh.’ “ And in that story it’s really kind of interesting because Moses, right off the bat, just to show you how easy it is for us to lose it, he cries out to God and says, “God how come Pharaoh said that?  All the people have gotten mad when he wouldn’t let us go, why did he say that?”  Well, duh?!  He just got through saying to Moses, “Moses, He’s going to say, ‘unh-unh,’ because I’m not going to let him say ‘uh-huh’ because I’m going to harden his heart.”   

Look down at verse five: 

5 “I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. (Now this is God speaking to Moses)

6 “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the Lord; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgements.

7 ‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your God.  They you shall know that I am the Lord your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

8 ‘And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the Lord.’ ”

Now if this was the first time that the people had heard this it’d be one thing.  But this is not the first time.  You go back and read a couple of chapters before that, they’ve heard the same song, this is just a second verse, or a later one, but listen to what it says in verse 9:

9 So Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel; (Now listen to the last part of the verse) but they did not heed Moses, because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage.

Flip back to chapter 4 verse 31. Here they are, here’s where we are going to see that this song has been sung before, all the truth has been there before.  Verse 30:

30 And Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken to Moses.  Then he did the signs in the sight of the people.

31 “So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshiped.” 

Now Moses comes in, Aaron comes in with him and they say, “God is going to deliver us” and they throw down the rod, it becomes a snake, they do the thing about the water and the blood, they’ve given them signs and given them all the words and they go “Wow!  O great God is going to deliver us.”  And they bow down and they worship.  And Moses goes in, and Aaron goes in and Pharaoh says “unh-unh,” instead of “uh-huh.” And in one fell swoop the people cry out, “Oh why, oh why, oh my goodness, what happened?”  And God meets with Moses again, Moses comes back and God said he’s going to do it. Then we go back over to chapter 6 “Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel, but they did not heed Moses because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage.”

Here we have a picture of the people on the one hand they had the capacity to hear.  They had the capacity to grasp, they had the capacity to discern and they were all excited and did so, then when some things didn’t change immediately, their tune changes.  And it says because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage.  

Let me wrap up this whole month with a warning to us.  The contrast between the reception of communication in chapter 4 and here in chapter 6 can only be accounted for by the change in circumstances. Now you’ll have to read the whole story to get this, but what happened was from the first time to the second time, is that when Pharaoh said “unh-unh,” he not only said “unh-unh,” but he said, “Hey, let’s step up the punishment a little bit, let’s let them go out and get their own straw to come back and make their bricks.  These guys had it too easy, that’s why they are complaining.  They’ve had it too easy.”  So he says go out and get their own straw. The leaders came back and said, “Whoa, wait a minute, this is too much, this is too much.  Not only do we have to make bricks, but now we have to go out and get our own straw.”  And the thing that was really a kicker they said, was that Pharaoh said, “You have to make as many bricks each day as you were making before hand.  You gotta’ still go out and get the straw but you gotta’ continue to make as many bricks.”

You see in chapter 4, the captivity wasn’t too severe, and the people had become accustomed to their lot in life.  And they were sufficiently free in the spirit to long for deliverance.  But in chapter 6 they had suffered what they deemed in their hearts to be cruel punishment and they were quit absorbed by their misery.  

So listen to me, we can’t let our circumstances keep us from being attentive to God, or to what’s going on around us.  I don’t know what’s going on in your life, totally.  I may know a little bit about some of you.  You don’t know what’s going on in my life, totally, you may know a little bit about it.  All I’m saying to us today is this . . . that God has given us the incredible capacity to grasp things as Christians. He’s given us an incredible capacity to discern spiritual things going on around us and that non-Christians don’t have that capacity.  But we’ve got to be on guard and not let circumstances keep us from being attentive -- because that’s what happened to the people of God.  The punishment got too cruel.  Life got a little too tough, and the Bible says, that because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage they did not heed Moses.  We can’t let our circumstances keep us from being attentive to God and to what is going on around us.  There is so much wonderful that is available to us.  Guard your hearts, don’t miss anything spiritual.

Let’s pray.
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