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THE  SOIL  AND  THE  SEED

Thank you for that song, it’s not hard to see why that would be a favorite song.  Is there anything more straight to the point as we began 2001 The Year of the Character Family at Anchor here in Houston? I don’t know of anything that would say it more specifically than, “I know whom I have believed and I know that He is able.”  That being the case, we called Him the Lord of our lives, it is imperative then that we know what it means to be attentive to God.  Because if He is Lord and we know whom we have believed and He is able, then we’ll want to know what He has to say.

Which leads me to give a little plug for our reading through the Bible in one year.  I want to encourage you to either get the outline we have for you or a “Through the Bible in One Year Bible” that makes it simple. You’ll find it takes about 15 – 20 minutes to read the daily readings.  If you haven’t already started, you could get on this plan and get caught up this week.  Fifteen to twenty minutes a day is not much, folks, especially if we say we want to be attentive to God, if we say that God is important.  I also want to encourage you to get a little notebook of some kind and make a couple of notes as you go along.  I only make one or two notes a day, had one day I didn’t make any.  The idea is not to take a notes on all you read in the Bible, because you won’t get through in 15 –20 minutes, but I want you to do two things before 1) pray before you read the 15 or 20 minutes and ask God to show you something that He wants to show you that day. 2) Have that notepad there and just whatever it is just make a little note, even if it is just a reference that you can go back to later.  But you’ll find that it will be a very great wisdom search throughout this whole year.  It will be a great thing to be able to minister to us personally as well as others.

Open your Bibles this morning as we begin talking about Attentiveness.  The title of the message this morning is “The Soil and the Seed.”  I’m going to read from Mark 4:1-8, 13-20 -- the parable of the sower: 

1 And again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea. 

2 Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to them in His teaching:

3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow.

4 “And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it.

5 “Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth.

6 “But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away.

7 “And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.

8 “But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

9 And He said to them, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

I included verse 9 there included because we’re going to talk about that before this month is over, also.  That’s another aspect of being attentive.  In verse 13 He goes to explain the parable to those closest to Him, because in verse 10 it says, “He was alone with the 12 around Him.”

13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?

14 “The sower sows the word.

15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown.  When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts.

16 “These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

17 “and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only or a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

18 “Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word,

19 “and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires or other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

20 “But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the work, accept it, and bear fruit; some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

Jesus loved to teach in parables. In fact the verses that we didn’t read there He says something very amazing, He says I’m talking and teaching in parables because unless you have the ears to hear, you won’t be able to hear it, but I want these messages to get out to people who are going to follow me, people who are going to have those ears that I want them to have that will be attentive to me and will follow through on these things.

Of all the parables that Jesus gave, this one has some very special significance.  It helps us to understand a couple of things that some of the other parables don’t help us to understand.  For one thing, it helps us to understand why some folks get saved and others do not.  It also helps understand why some Christians “grow” in the Word of God, and some do not. It helps us to understand why some Christians find answers to their life’s problems, and get help in dealing with those problems and others do not.  I want us to dissect the parable and Jesus’ explanation piece by piece.

If you go back to verse 3 and then to verse 14, we’re going to see what this parable is all about.  Jesus pictures a farmer, or a sower, now they didn’t have the implements that we have in this day and time.  They would carry bags on their shoulders and dip into the bag with their hands and toss the seed as they walked, that’s how they sowed the seed.

We have all kinds of fancy things, our farmers today even have air-conditioned tractors that they can sow seed in. We have the nice push-behind things that you can never figure out which setting to set it on in order to put out the seed or fertilizer or whatever.  The other day I was reminded of Brian Davis, an old friend of mine who lives out in Seattle, Washington now, but Brian put out some winter grass seed one time and he had one of those fancy machines, but he couldn’t get it set just right and he had a mat that looked like Astroturf that was about two foot wide and about 4 foot long, until he got that thing set up to where it would spread out.  We would laugh when we went by there and see his “mat” because the seed tumbled out at one time and the grass was so thick.

Anyone who knows about the life of plants knows that the life of plants is in the seed. In other words, the seed has got to get into the ground in order for life to spring forth.  The Bible tells us that in several other places. And it produces a plant according to the type of seed that is sown.  Another thing that is very interesting is that seeds are very small. The plants coming out of a seed can be very huge. The Bible talks about a mustard seed being as tiny as can be, and yet a mustard plant is very large.  So the resulting crop comes from the seed.  That’s the point.  If you have no seed, you have no plant; if you have no plant, you have no crop. So you have to sow the seed.  If someone is going to get saved you have to sow the seed. You need to understand that we are going to reap the same as what we sow.  If you sow watermelon seeds, what are you going to get?  You’re going to get watermelon plants. If you plant okra seeds, what are you going to get?  You’re going to get okra. . If you plant cucumber seeds, what are you going to get?  You’re going to get cucumbers.

And so Jesus explains what He was trying to picture, here’s the story of a farmer sowing his seeds that has a spiritual application to the way that His kingdom works. And the way spiritual life operates.  He says that the farmer, the preacher, the Christian, is called upon to sow the Word of God.  The seed is the Word of God, and every time we see the Word of God or hear the Word of God, Jesus is saying that a seed is sown.  Now here’s some good news, just as the farmer’s seed has power in itself to create a crop, this seed -- which is God’s word has power in itself to produce fruit.  So we have something here that’s very powerful, that the reason why we must sow the Word.  You just can’t go about “doing church” and go about “doing Christianity,” if you are not going to use the Word.  That’s why we are encouraging you to read through the Bible, so that you’ll have the seed to be able to take.  God is going to plant a seed in you.  And then that seed is going to produce fruit, and then the only way it can product fruit in your life and my life is to have the Word of God in our life.  Now once the word of God gets into our hearts and into the soil, as in this picture; when we receive it, and believe it, it produces something supernatural. And that’s why it’s so important to us.  And so this means as believers it is our job is to sow, to sow, to sow, to sow, to sow the seed.

Now you may be wondering, “What does this have to do with Attentiveness, Pastor?”  Well there is something very interesting about this parable, there are four different results from the sowing of the same seed. The seed – which is the Word of God – has the power to produce results.  But Jesus in the parable is saying I want to show you four different results from sowing the same seed. Even though the “sees” is so powerful, in 3 out of 4 soils, there is a negative ending.  It doesn’t produce the results that God intends for it to produce.  So we’re not talking about Good Housekeeping, and we’re not talking about Texas Parks and Wildlife and we’re not talking about Sports Illustrated, we’re not talking about Ladies Home Journal, we’re not talking about Redbook, we’re not talking about Tide Magazine, which talks about fishing down on the Gulf Coast, we’re talking about the Word of God. The Holy Scriptures. And yet three times out of four there is a negative ending.  And I want to say to you again, the reason why is that it all has to do with Attentiveness.  

Now the definition as you look in our Character book, Achieving True Success – How to Build Character as a Family the basic definition there of Attentiveness is, Showing the worth of a person -- “or of a person’s word” -- or a task by giving my undivided attention.  Now I want you to see how we can be distracted, which is the opposite of attentive.  As Jesus pictures the different soils of the hearts, that the seed, or the Word of God is sown upon.

Listen carefully, depending what kind of soil the seed falls in, can the seed show its power. There’s bad soil and there’s good soil. There’s bad dirt and there’s good dirt.  There are bad hearts and there are good hearts.  But keep in mind now, the seed never changes. Jesus is talking about different hearts.  This explains why some people can sit in the same service and one is blessed and receives something from God, and somebody else, in the same service, same preacher, same message, same songs, same building, same everything and walks out unchanged – in any kind of service that goes on in any kind of church this morning.  Have you ever wondered about that?  I have.  For years I’ve wondered, how in the world we can have the same service, same message, same Word of God, same songs, same buildings, same everything and somebody walk out and say “Oh man, God really spoke to my heart this morning”, and other people walk out of here and never look back in terms of moving on with God.  See one person’s life is totally transformed, and another person unmoved, nothing happens.  One person can’t believe the service is over, and another person didn’t believe it would ever end. It’s the soil of our hearts. 

So let’s look at those four soils and each one is very important. Soil #1 in verse 4 is “the wayside.” Now since most of us don’t walk very often when we go somewhere, I want to see if I can picture what kind of ground this is.  If you’ve ever been to a golf tournament, they have the ropes where the crowd stays behind.  And the crowd staying behind there and they just tromp up and down, up and down there by the thousands. There use to be high grass in the rough, use to be lush grass out there, would have been just as high and thick as the rough is between the fairway and the ropes, but there have been so many people walking on it that it has been trod, that’s the wayside. And it’s so trod down that it’s hard packed. Hardly any grass whatsoever.  Nothing would even grow there. It takes months of watering and cultivating to get the grass to grow again.  A lot of golf courses don’t even want tournaments to be held there because they know that the wear and tear is going to be incredible.

We were putting out the flyers about Attentiveness and about our Character studies, and I noticed on a lot of homes, the way they are designed, depending on the size of the drive way and how many cars there are in the driveway.  You get out of the car, and if you’re going to walk up to the door, especially walking around the car you’ve got to get off the drive and onto the grass.  You don’t want to, but you have to, and then you look down and say, “my goodness they’ve all had to,”  because there’s just a little path there.  How well does the grass grow in that little path?  It doesn’t grow very well at all because it’s been trod on.  And that’s what it’s talking about, the wayside is this area that has been walked on and trodden down. Jesus said, every once in a while, when they are sowing the seed some seed gets on the wayside.  And why does the sower sow on hard ground?  Well, “why” is not the issue.  The issue is “it happens” as you sow seed, period. If you are fertilizing your yard and you’ve got one of those little paths from the driveway over to the front, do you stop and put up some kind of guard against putting seed there so that it doesn’t get on that hard path?  Do you put up some of that black stuff that they have in construction now so that none gets on the sidewalk?  When you sow seed, Jesus is saying you are going to find some hard ground.  You’re going to find some “wayside people” out there.  The issue is not how does it get on the hard ground, the issue is that some hearts are so hard that the seed doesn’t have a chance to take root.  And the seed, Jesus said, just lays on top of that ground.  And the birds come and they get the seed and it’s gone.  No plant, no crop, but it’s the same seed.  In verse 15 Jesus tells us that these are the ones where Satan comes immediately.  We’re not talking about just about any ‘ole bird, we’re talking about the devil himself.  He wants to steal the Word of God.  He is known as the thief and he takes away the Word. Jesus saying that these soils represent four different kinds of people, four different kinds of hearts in people.  This kind of person hears the word but never really concentrates on it, their hearts are too harden.  They sit in church and they never open their hearts to receive what God has to say to them. And Satan comes in and steals away God’s word.

Now let me encourage you to do one thing – I mentioned awhile ago that as you start to read through the Bible each day, before you do so, sit down and pray for a couple of minutes.  It doesn’t take a long and drawn out prayer, Jesus said you don’t need to get vain and repetitious, just say “God, I want to get something out of these next 15 or 20 minutes I’m committing this time to you, I want to get something out of it.  I want it to be different in my life when I sit down and invest this time, and you plant that seed, your word in my life.  I want it to be different.”  That all you’ve got to say.  The same thing ought to be said, folks, before we come up here on Sunday.  Before we go to any kind of worship service or any kind of conference or whatever, we ought to say a prayer and say “God, open up my heart, my heart is a little hard maybe right now I don’t want it to be hard, soften my heart, I want it to be to the point where I can receive your truth.”  Otherwise, Satan will come in and steal away the Word.  If my mind is wandering around on other things, if I’m in such a hurry that I’m rushed and I get here late and I don’t have time to get ready and prepare my heart for the service, guess what I’m going to miss.  I may even miss the first song, and the first song may have been the most important thing God had to say that day.  And so God says if you don’t watch it, your heart could be hard, harder than you think it could be, because there has been some trodding along on life’s way and you won’t receive and can’t receive the things of God.

The number one thing Satan wants to steal from you today is God’s Word.  He doesn’t want to steal your car, he doesn’t have any trouble getting around.  He doesn’t need your house, he’s got a place to stay.  He doesn’t need a lot of things that we have and guard against and insure against and take time to take care of these things each day, but do we take time to guard our hearts, do we take time to invest in the one thing that God wants us to have – He wants us to have Jesus Christ. If you are here this morning and don’t have Jesus Christ in your heart, then you’re in deep trouble. The Bible says you are one heartbeat away from going to hell.  It’s that simple. But the Bible also says that once your saved and once you have the holy spirit of God living in your life that if you would receive the things that God has in His word that He would speak to you about the things of this life, about the things of this day.  Satan though wants to steal away the Word. It is very easy for him to do that, the Bible tells us, if our heart is hard and the seed has no place to take root.

Soil # 2 in verses 5 and 6, Jesus called that “stony ground”.  There’s some ground He says, but not much.  The sun comes up it scorches the ground, it scorches the young plant and because it had not much root, because roots want to go down deep and this ground is stony, it’s rocky, it has not much root, what happens, he says, “The plant withers away.”

Now because there is some soil, the seed germinates and it starts to develop into a plant but it can’t survive because of the rocks that are mixed in.  In other words, it has too many rocks per square foot.  Do you know what the difference is between grass growing in East Texas and grass trying to grow in West Texas? Too many rocks per square foot.  Have you ever been out in the Hill Country? Have you ever been to some of the places that are so rocky that only an ‘ole rough weed will come up through the rocks.  And that’s one of the biggest problems with having a rocky heart is that you are going to get a lot of weeds, but you’re not going to get very much of the productive plants.

Jesus says in verses 16 and 17, this person has a little soil, but a lot of rocks – and let me tell you something that is very important for us to understand, that sometimes those rocks can be hidden.  Sometimes the thin layer of top soil looks really good . . . but you go down and start trying to plant something and find there are some rocks underneath, a lot of rocks underneath, and Jesus said, the person with a little bit of soil and a lot of rocks, received the Word with gladness, maybe gets really excited about the idea that I can be saved, maybe gets really excited about the idea that God can take away some addiction that I have, maybe really excited about something that God can do in my life or change my family’s life or whatever, but there’s not enough roots to develop and the rocks keep this from happening and they endure for only a short time. You see, this person hears the gospel that you can go to heaven when you die and you don’t have to go to hell, and they don’t want to go to hell this person hears that God will help you get a job, this person hears that God will watch over your children, this person hears all the good news but when the tough times come, when the rocky times come in live, what happen?  They wither.  They fade.  

They don’t realize that to follow the Lord will mean good times, but will also mean bad times.  It’ll mean some persecution.  It’ll mean some difficult moments.  It’ll mean some rejection by family sometimes.  It’ll mean having to separate from family sometimes.  Jesus said when tribulation or persecution comes on account of the Word, immediately they stumble.  Isn’t that interesting?  They can look pretty good, because of the topsoil, but there are rocks down underneath.  And when some of these situations in life come that are very different, very rocky, immediately, on account of the Word, because the seed is the problem and the seed comes and it wants to take root and wants to develop in their lives, it want to show them some them a perspective that God says, it wants to give them a problem in their life, but because of the rocks they stumble.  Because of shallow roots they can’t take the heat.  They can be involved for a short time but they don’t endure with the word.  You see, Jesus is saying what it really mean is giving up our plans for our lives and taking up His plans.  It means that wherever He leads, I’ll follow.  And some people will say, “Oh no, I just need a job . . . I just want my family back! You said that Jesus can do this in my life.”  He can, but He also said, follow me, and stick with me and go on with me.

And so you have that hard wayside ground and you have the stony ground and then you have soil #3, which is the thorny ground in verse 7.  Some seeds fell among thorns and the thorns grew up and choked it and it yielded no crop. Jesus indicates that there is some dirt there and some it might be pretty good dirt.  But the seed fell among the dirt that had a lot of thorns in it and the thorns grew and – that’s those weeds, how many of you know that weeds will choke out good stuff? – weeds will take over if your’ not careful. 

Now listen again to Jesus’ explanation as it applies to you and me in verses 18 and 19. He says that this kind of person hears the Word but the cares of this life, the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things inter in and choke the word and it becomes unfruitful. The lies that money tells us is that we’ll be happy, secure and taken care of on a “rainy day.” This is all lies, because only God brings fulfillment and only God can take care of a “rainy day.”  And this is not just for “rich people.”  Many poor people have a greater desire for riches than a rich person ever had. Jesus says that the deceitfulness of riches the cares of this world, the desire for other things entering in choked the word and it becomes unfruitful.  

Jesus said that these things are so strong, that even though the word of God is so powerful, these things can choke it out.  Isn’t that something? You see, these people don’t grow and don’t go on with God, because there are so many other things competing with their time and attention.  You see, we have to fight to keep it, we have to make sure that we keep our hearts softened. The Word of God, the things of Christ, have to be everything to us.  We need the roots to go down deep, we need to clear out all the rocks that would make us shallow.  We have to get rid of all the thorns that compete with the Word of God.  And you know what, the Holy Spirit – if He hasn’t already done so this morning -- will show you right now those things in your life that compete against the Word of God.  You know why I know that?  Because He’s shown me in my life.  He’ll show you in your life, the things that are competing against His Word.  You see, many times we pray, “God bless the preaching of the Word”, but I want to say to you this morning Brethren, we’ve got to start praying, not only bless the Word of God, and the preaching of the Word, but God, prepare our hearts, and especially prepare my heart.  Because if the “soil” is not right, even though the Word goes in, it won’t do a thing.

Wait a minute . . . Jesus said there’s one more type of person . . . Soil #4 (v. 8) The “good ground”.  There is the same sower, same seed, same Word of God, same service, same everything . . . but some of the seed fell on “good ground.”  Jesus said in verse 20, these hear the word, receive it . . . accept it and bear fruit.  Some 30-fold, some 60-fold, and some 100-fold.  What is “good ground?”  It is a soft, tender, prepared, reachable, teachable heart.  “Good ground” is ground with no “rocks” to make it shallow and no competing growth.  This would be soil that is cultivated, fertilized, prepared.  When we talk at being attentive, it doesn’t mean giving a passing glance at the Word of God. It means showing the worth of the Person and showing the worth of His Word.  And making sure we have “good dirt”, a good heart, a heart that is always tiled and softened, no rocks, no thorns always cultivated and maintained, always handled with care that opens up and receives the good seed.  Suddenly, all kinds of fruit can come out of that life!

Let me ask you, “Is that Attentiveness?”  I sure think it is.  It’s a matter of showing the worth of a person or that person’s word.  How much does the Word of God mean to you?  Are you willing to give up Sundays to God? Are you willing to give up some things during the week to get enough sleep and still have time to read God’s Word every day???  How many of us need a little “ground work” in our life today?  Let’s pray.
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