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Eagerness to do what is right, with transparent motives
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BIBLICAL EXAMPLE—David—II Samuel 12:1-14 and Psalm 51

In the twelfth chapter of II Samuel, Nathan confronts David with his sins of murder and adultery:  “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says:  ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul….Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes?  You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own.  You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own (12:7,9-10 NIV*). David’s response reveals something about his character: “I have sinned against the LORD” (12:13).  He takes responsibility for his actions; he doesn’t blame others; he demonstrates sincerity.

David responds to Nathan’s rebuke by writing Psalm 51, and in the Psalm he continues to show this spirit of sincerity, his eagerness to do what is right.  In Psalm 51 we can see evidences of our working definition of sincerity:

For I know my transgressions, 
Takes responsibility for his own

and my sin is always before me
actions

Against you, you only, have I sinned

and done what is evil in your sight. (3-4)
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
Transparent motives

And renew a steadfast spirit within me. (10)
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
Be all that I can be
And grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. (12)
O Lord, open my lips, 
Always mean what I say

And my mouth will declare your praise. (15)

SINCERITY IN OUR LIVES—

Some practical evidences of sincerity we can see in our lives today are seen in the following “I will” statements:


I will be all that I can be.


I will take responsibility for my own actions.


I will respect other’s opinions.


I will always mean what I say.


I will not take advantage of other people.

Divide into pairs and discuss:

· What kinds of things in a Christian’s daily life make it difficult to live out the 5 “I wills”? 

(Some possible answers:  Lack of focus on God, selfishness, too busy, thoughtlessness, in a hurry, etc.)

· How would the body of Christ be different if Christians were sincere and lived out the 5 ‘I wills”?  (Some possible answers:  successful resolutions to disagreements, more spiritual growth in individuals and in the body as a whole, body would be more attractive to non-Christians, etc.)

SINCERITY IN MY LIFE THIS WEEK—

Spend a few minutes in personal reflection:

· Choose one “I will” to work on this week.  Plan what action step you will take and share it with a trusted friend who will pray and help you follow through.
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