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Three Sincerities

Sincerity versus hypocrisy has always been a challenge to the human race.

 

Hypocrisy comes from the Greek word, “hypocrites” which means an actor, a pretender.  It is safe to say that, like in the Greek tragedies, the actor wears a mask.  Therefore, as its opposite, sincerity would mean one who shows his real face.  You don’t have to wonder what he or she is really like.  What you see is what you get.  This, however, does not always mean the “blunter the truth the better.”  We all know people who think that being honest is also being vocal.  To them, you have to say it just like it is no matter whom it may hurt.  Not so.  The Bible tells us in Ephesians 4:15 that we are to “speak the truth in love” (NIV*).  The sword doesn’t have to be blunt to be accurate!

 

When one thinks of the word sincerity, several thoughts spring to mind.  There are times when one is sincerely right, other times when one can be sincerely wrong and other times when one is simply sincerely sincere!

 

Let’s look at one who is sincerely right.  Here is a person who is transparent, but truthful.  This person, while being honest knows that to exhibit the best qualities of sincerity, he or she has to take the feelings of the recipient of their truth into consideration.  When one is right about a subject, especially a controversial one, one can afford to be and of a right ought to be sincere.  One can be as right as rain and still display an inept attitude in attempting to prove that one is right.  It seems to me that sincerity, true sincerity, also incorporates in it the well-being of the person who disagrees with you.  That person may be sincerely wrong and still demonstrate more of the “Christ-personality” than the person who is sincere and right.  Sincerity before God takes in the feelings of the person who may strongly disagree with you and is wrong as sin.  Jesus said that “You will know the truth (Himself) and the truth will set you free” (Jn 8.32). That freedom of knowing the Truth observes the value and the feelings of the person who disagrees with us.  In these days of strident confrontation and clash of moral cultures, it is important that the Truth, Jesus Christ, shines forth in our sincerity especially when we are sincerely right.

 

How about the person who is sincere, but sincerely wrong?  Sincerity cannot make the wrong right, now matter how much a person believes it to be true.  One can write an essay on how 2 plus 2 equals 5.  This person may have all his punctuation, spelling and sentence structure correct and in good order, however, none of this sincere effort can alter the fact that his sincerity is leading him over the cliff of false conclusions.  Especially to the Christian who sees the spiritual reasoning of many cults sincere is it important to be right as well as sincere.  The followers of Jim Jones who drank the arsenic-laced Koolaid were certainly sincere, but being sincerely wrong, they were shortly sincerely dead.  What can one do for and with a person who is sincerely wrong?  First, in loving concern, show the person, to the best of your ability the error of their reasoning. Then, if they refuse your conclusions and advice, love them anywhere, but never agree with them.  Your love and concern for their change is good all the way to the end.


 

Finally, what about the sincerely sincere?  One can make up one’s minds without having the real facts or the truth in hand and be sincerely sincere without being right or intentionally wrong.  On the other hand, can you ever truly be insincerely sincere?  Well, not really.  While one may have an emotional feeling of sincerity, there is no real “to-die-for sincerity” without one truly believing the facts as he or she has them. Sincerity that is “put-on” is an act and the act involves the mask and the mask screams, “Hypocrite.”  I include this adverse/adjective (sincerely sincere) just to demonstrate the fact that either you are sincere- that is, showing as well as telling the truth, or you aren’t.  While there are degrees of sincerity, there is only one quality of sincerity when your true attitude is being displayed, or there is subterfuge of some degree at work.  The Bible is very big on the truth.  Paul wrote, “Let God be true and every man a liar” (Romans 3:4), or every man in the world may lie, but not God.

 

So, let us be without deceit, pretense or hypocrisy.  With an honest heart, let us present honest faces with no masks.  If always done in kindness, the world will be a better place for it.
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Eagerness to do what is right, with transparent motives











* Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New International Version






