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Jephthah’s Vow

Judges 11 tells a tragic story of one man’s rash words, Jephthah.  Jephthah lead Israel into war against the Ammonites, who were trying to take land back from Israel.  As he advanced against the Ammonites, Jephthah made a vow before the LORD that brought horrific consequences to his life.  He announced to God that he would sacrifice the first thing to come out of the door of his house, if God would destroy the Ammonites for him.  Soon after, Jephthah defeated Ammon and returned to his home.

Tragically, Jephthah’s daughter was the first to come out of his house.  Horrified, but believing that he must carry through with his vow, Jephthah apparently fulfilled his vow.  Judges highlights the rashness of his words and his inability to think before speaking his vow.  Jephthah learned tragically the cost of not thinking while speaking sincerely.






