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Roger Sherman: A Man of Sincere Character

Roger Sherman was one of America’s foremost founding fathers.  The son of a Connecticut farmer, he was a self-taught lawyer.  He was also a shoemaker, storekeeper, surveyor, town clerk, judge, and representative to several legislative bodies, besides being the father of fifteen children and the caretaker of his widowed mother.  Sherman took his faith seriously, regularly studying the Bible and seeking to mold his character to its principles.

It was this solid character that made him such a respected man in both the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention.  A committed patriot, he was selected as a member of the committee that drafted the Declaration of Independence.  His wisdom, integrity, and determination to do right led him to investigate every issue thoroughly and seek the best solution, a critically important characteristic for the foundation of the new nation.  He was never afraid to speak the truth and did so often, especially during the Constitutional Convention, where he was an outspoken advocate for the rights of the smaller states.  His persistence resulted in the system of government we enjoy today.

Sherman died at the age of 72, closing a life sincerely devoted to the bettering of his country and service to his God. 







