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Benedict Arnold: America’s Most Famous Traitor

Selfishness and insincerity marked Benedict Arnold’s life.  A rebellious Connecticut youth, he grew into an ardent American patriot.  Arnold’s achievements for America’s birth include the capture of Fort Ticonderoga, leading a force through hostile wilderness to attack Quebec, and a significant victory at Saratoga.  However, he was often overlooked by Congress for both promotions and compensation.  This led to bitter feelings toward Congress and anyone else who under-appreciated his efforts for the Cause.

Washington appointed Arnold commander of Philadelphia in 1778.  There he married a young Philadelphia socialite and entered the swirl of extravagant society.  As Arnold’s debts began to mount and enemies sought his court-martial, he began negotiating with the British to defect.  Arnold would do anything to get what he wanted, including sacrificing the trust and lives of others, even his close friend, Washington.  The British promised him power and wealth if he would betray the garrison at West Point.  Fortunately, the Army soon discovered the plot and Arnold fled to the British.  His treason could have cost America the war, but that was acceptable to him as long as he received the power and money he craved.  Never completely trusted, he died in obscurity in England.  







