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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.

BEFORE YOU BUILD A TOWER, COUNT THE COST

By Clyde Miller

Pastor Emeritus for Congregational Care

First Christian Assembly – Cincinnati, Ohio

Introduction

When you’re a pretty rambunctious personality who is surrounded by cautious people who are always telling you to “be careful,” it causes you to approach this subject of caution… with, er, caution.

Defining Caution

When we talk about cautiousness, we’re not talking about those “timid souls” referred to by  the late President, Theodore Roosevelt, souls who never know the thrill of victory because they are not willing to risk the agony of defeat.  No, we are talking about something different entirely.  We are talking about the yellow light of life that says, “Look before you leap...”  “Count the cost of the tower before (not after) you start construction,” and above all else, “Seek God’s guidance.”

Caution - Not Cowardice

Yes, caution is a yellow light, not green, not red  --  It’s in between “go and stop.”  Caution is not a coward, but a warning to the bull about to enter the China shop, “there’s a cowboy in there waiting with a Winchester rifle, and he’s really hungry for steak!  Mr. Bull, you’d better think before you enter.  Be cautious, not rash.”

There’s nothing wrong with being careful, with anticipating the intersection ahead since you know only one car can cross at a time.  Caution doesn’t say, “DON’T GO.”  It only says, “Know where you’re going and when.”

Caution – Not Presumption

In Scripture, Caution does write, “Before you build a tower, count the cost.”  [Luke 14:28]  Many an unfinished tower looks down on its bankrupt builder whose unfinished dream is a shambles because he wasn’t cautious enough to check the cost and his checkbook balance before he broke ground. 

And thinking about this under-funded tower builder brings us to another point we ought to ponder, the difference between faith and presumption.  It is not folly to stop and ask, “Yea, hath God said?”  “In many counselors there is safety.”  [Proverbs 11:14]  The cautious carpenter knows that it is better to measure twice and cut once.  After the first cut, there may not be enough board left to correct his lack of caution.

Application

There are five “I wills” that promote caution and diminish rashness.  Will them.  Do them.

1. I will think before I act

2. I will follow safety rules

3. I will ask for permission

4. I will talk at the right time

5. I will look out for danger

These “wills” belong to wisdom and wisdom will get you home safely.
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Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.
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