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Diligence is investing my time and energy to complete each task assigned to me.

THE DILIGENT SEARCH FOR ISAAC’S WIFE

By Trudy Pettibone

Pastor, Latham, New York

From Genesis 24:

Our study in diligence is about a man who may be unnamed in Scripture.  It is possible his name was Abiezer, but we cannot be sure of that.  What we know about him was that he was a very trusted servant of Abraham.  After Abraham’s wife Sarah died, Abraham knew he had to get a wife for his son Isaac.  Isaac was being consumed over the loss of his mother, even though he was an adult. Abraham trusted this important task to his servant.  Abraham called his servant to himself, and gave him his instructions.  He was to go to Abraham’s homeland, and find a wife for Isaac from Abraham’s people.  Two things he was not to do:  He was not to take a wife for Isaac from the Canaanites, (the people of the land) and he was not to take Isaac back to Abraham’s homeland.  The girl was to be brought to Isaac.  

The servant immediately swore that he would follow Abraham’s instructions.  He took ten camels and loaded them with good things from Abraham.  The servant traveled to the city of Nahor in Mesopotamia.  When he arrived at a well, he prayed to the God of his master Abraham, that he might be successful in his mission.  The servant made a proposal to God as to how he might know the right girl when she came around.  When he asked for a drink of water, the right girl would offer to water his camels.

Even before he finished his prayer, a beautiful young woman came to draw water.  The servant started his test.  He asked that the girl allow him to drink some water from her jar.  The girl not only agreed to that, but said that she would draw water for the camels also.  This was exactly what the servant wanted to hear.  His prayer had so far been answered.  He then asked the young lady who she was. When she said that she was the granddaughter of Nahor, who was Abraham’s brother, the servant bowed and worshipped God for his faithfulness.  God had led him to the right place.

The girl, Rebekah, then took the servant to her father Bethuel and her brother Laban.  They welcomed the servant according to the requirements of hospitality of the day.  The servant told them who he was, and what task had been assigned to him.  The servant then told them that they could help him finish his task by allowing Rebekah to return to Isaac with him.  The father and brother gave their approval, and Rebekah was in agreement, so they set off to return home.

Isaac married Rebekah and loved her.  They would have twin sons, Esau and Jacob.  Jacob would become the father of the twelve tribes of Israel.  A nation came into existence because the servant of Abraham had been diligent in his assignment and completed his task.
Questions for discussion and personal reflection:

· When was the last time you completed a lengthy, difficult assignment, and had satisfaction in the completion of the task? 

· How do you feel when you don’t complete assignments?  

· Which tasks are easiest for you to complete, tasks requiring mental energy or physical energy?  

· At what point do you seek God’s help in the completion of assignments? 

· If you seek God’s help early in an assignment, how would you describe the satisfaction or dissatisfaction you get in the completion of that task?  What if you do not seek God’s help until near the end?

· When you do not like a particular task, what kind of excuses do you make for not completing that task?

· What rewards do you think diligence might bring into your life?
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Diligence is accepting each task as a special assignment from the Lord

and using all my energies to do it quickly and skillfully


