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Four Week Family Devotion

I will. . . 


-Pick up after myself


-Keep my work and play areas clean and neat. 


-Put things back were they belong


-Use things only for their intended purpose


-Return lost things to their rightful owners

Week One : I will pick up after myself and keep my work and play areas clean and neat. 

Day One: Luke 15:8-10

Some people seem to be able to live among chaos.  There are anecdotal stories about people who live surrounded by messes, and then someone “cleans up” for them.  The disorderly then complain that they are not able to find anything.  Maybe your child’s room is such a place.  It seems horribly messy, but the child is comfortable with the mess, and always knows where to find what they want.  

The parable Jesus told about the woman who loses one coin is meant to stress the importance of one among many, but it suits our purposes today.  Perhaps if the home had been kept orderly and neat, the coin would not have been lost.  Neatness and orderliness, for most people, is an efficient way to live.  It saves time looking for things.  There is a place for everything and everything is in its place.  

Prayer Lord, it is so easy to fall into careless habits.  Help me to keep my life and my surroundings in order, that you may be glorified.  In Jesus name, amen.  

Day Two: 1 Corinthians 14:40

This is an admonition to do all things decently and in order.  This can apply to big things like running a business and having business dealings with others and to small things like keeping our own spaces clean and orderly.  

It is important that our children learn the responsibility of being orderly in small things so that, as they grow, they can learn the habits of orderliness in larger things.  Good habits well learned last for a lifetime.  

Prayer Lord, orderliness glorifies and pleases you.  Help me to learn to be orderly in all things.  Amen.
Day Three: 2 Chronicles 29:16

This story shows how a very important house, the house of God, got neglected for a long time and needed to be repaired and cleaned.  The priests worked hard to clear the temple of anything that would make it dirty. 

Cleanliness is important to God.  My mother used to use the expression “cleanliness is next to godliness.”  The Bible doesn’t say this exactly, but there are many passages that would teach us that God likes clean and orderly things. 

Prayer Lord, help me to take care of all the things you have given me.  Everything I have comes from you, and so I should take great care of everything I have.  Amen. 
Day Four: 2 Corinthians 10:5

There is a “house” that we often don’t think about keeping clean and orderly, and that is the house of our thoughts–our mind.  God wants us to have nice, clean thoughts, not thoughts about ugly, mean and harmful things.  

The things we allow into our mind control the things we think, say and do.  We should teach our children the importance of being careful about what we listen to and look at. 

Prayer Lord, help me learn to keep my mind neat and orderly so that all my thoughts and words might please you.  Amen.  

Activities for the Week:  

Challenge your child(ren) to learn to organize their possessions.  Provide them with tools– special drawers or bins, labels, etc. – that will help them organize things.  Encourage them to start with one thing, maybe their toys.  Help them discover special places for everything.  Provide them with some sort of motivation to make sure that things get back.  

Help your child learn to organize their time.  Give them a calendar, and help them think about how their “disposable” (free) time is spent.  Teach them to calendar their activities ahead of time.  Start with a day at a time, but don’t go beyond two weeks at a time, unless the youngster is older (teenage).  

Help your child evaluate the things they watch and listen to.  Are these things conducive to an orderly mind?  Talk with your child about some of the things they watch and do that may not lead to orderliness.  If a child has been given free reign over their time, learning to self-monitor their activities might be difficult, so parents will have to take a very active part in this. 

Week Two: I will put things back were they belong.

This week we are going to talk about the ark of the covenant.  This “box” represented the presence of God to the Israelite people.  For a while it was captured by enemies of the Israelites, the Philistines.  In time it was returned and eventually placed in its rightful place in the temple. 

Day One: 1 Samuel 4:17

The Israelites, under the leadership of the sons of Eli, had gone to battle with the Philistines.  While the Israelites had celebrated when the Ark was brought into the camp, their celebration soon turned to agony and dismay when the Philistines killed their leaders, captured the ark and took it to their land.  

The Philistines thought that, with the ark in their possession, the Israelites would be helpless against them.  They soon learned that they would pay a high price for capturing the ark. 

Prayer Lord, sometimes I want things that are not mine.  Help me to never take things I have no right to.  Amen. 

Day Two: 1 Samuel 5:11 

The Philistines had nothing but misery while they kept possession of the ark.  The people broke out in sores and became afraid of the ark.  They were in fear for their lives, and decided that the ark must be returned.

Sometimes we acquire, either rightly or by some wrong act, things that are not good for us.  We may think they are exactly what we want, but then learn that what we wanted was not what we needed.  When possessions are not good for us, we need to rid ourselves of them, returning them, when possible, to those for whom they are better.  

Prayer Lord, sometimes the things I want are not good for me, but I learn this too late.  Give me wisdom to know how to deal with those things that are not in my best interest.  Amen. 

Day Three: 1 Samuel 6:13

The Philistines decide how to return the ark to its rightful people.  They put it on a cart and let cows, guided by God, take it back to the land.  The people in the land welcome it back, and sacrifice the cattle that brought it back, in gratitude to God.  However, the ark still is not where it belongs, and the people who take possession of it do not know how to handle it, and so even though it is in the hands of the right nation, it is still not where it is supposed to be, and suffering continues. 

Sometimes things don’t work for us because we don’t know how to use them.  Sometimes we can learn how to use them, but often we have to rid ourselves of things that are not suited for us.  All things are not meant for all people, and to have orderliness in our lives, we need to seek those things that are suited and suitable for us. 

Prayer Lord, it is sometimes hard to know those things that are right for me.  Thank you for those things you help me learn to use, and thank you for those things you show me are not suitable for me.  

Day Four: 2 Samuel 6:15  

Finally, David, as King of Israel and Judah, is able to bring the ark into Jerusalem, the capital city, the city of God.  Eventually, when David’s son Solomon would build the Temple, the ark would go into the holiest part of the temple, signifying God’s presence.  

When we have taken something that is not ours, or have obtained something that is not suitable for us, it takes a lot of wisdom to want to do the right thing and then to follow through.   This is especially hard for children to learn, but, when a child learns to order things in their lives, as far as what is suitable and what is not, they have gained a jewel in the crown of character.  

Prayer Lord, help me always to respect those things that belong to others.  When something comes into my possession that is not right for me, help me always to do the right thing and see that it is properly returned.  

Activities for the Week: This is a difficult action to put into practical application.  Children 
need to learn that there are suitable places for things, and non-suitable places for things.  Continuing with the activities of the first week, help children learn right places, not only for their possessions, but for the possessions of others.  Those things that belong to others are not ours to control.  

Sometime children “borrow” things from others.  A child must learn never to take things without permission of the owner.  

Learn about the ark of the covenant of God–sometimes called the mercy seat–from Exodus chapters 25 and 26.  You can learn about all the troubles the Philistines had with the ark in 1 Samuel, chapters 4-6.  

This ark is the basis of the movie “Raiders of the Lost Ark”.  If your children are old enough, you might want to get this movie.  It deals with people wanting things that are not theirs.  

Week Three: I will use things for their intended purpose.

Day One: 1 Samuel 21:1 – 2

David and the men who followed him had been running from King Saul, who wanted to kill David.  David had been anointed King, and Saul was determined that he would not reign.  When David comes to the priest, he makes up a story about being sent by the King.  The priest, under the reign of King Saul, should never have helped David.  Because he thinks David has been sent by the King, he is willing to help him.  The priest should have known something was up when David appeared alone, but David tells him he is meeting his men at a certain place.  

Prayer Lord, When things get difficult for me, help me always to be honest with others.  Amen

Day Two: 1 Samuel 21:3-4, 6 

Because David has been fleeing the King, people have not been willing to help him, so he is hungry, and his men are hungry.  David demands food from the priest.  All that the priest has is the bread that is set on the table in the sanctuary, the bread that represents the presence of God.  This bread is replaced daily, and only priests are supposed to eat the day old bread removed when the new bread is brought out.  

The priest, possibly because he thinks David is serving the King, allows him to have the bread.  This is not the purpose for which this bread was intended, and it leads to problems for the priest.

Prayer Lord, help me to be very careful about the way in which I use things.  Everything has a primary purpose, and I need to always honor that purpose.  Amen.   

Day Three - 1 Samuel 21:7, 22:18,19
When David visited the sanctuary at Nob, there was a spy for King Saul present.  He reported David’s presence and the help the priests gave David to Saul, and Saul ordered him to kill the priests and their community. 

Sometimes when we use things for purposes other than for which they were intended, it causes great trouble for us and others.  While David could not have known that the spy was present, he seemed to show no consideration for the priests and the danger he might be putting them in.  It might be understood that the priest brought on his own difficulty when he gave David bread he was not supposed to give him.  The priest, and others, paid with their lives for their help of David. 

Prayer Lord, when I am tempted to do things that are not right, help me to always be aware of how my actions will affect others.  Amen. 

Day Four: Matthew 12:1-4
At other times, however, Jesus teaches us that we need to step out of the box of what should be done, and do something different, for the sake of others.  People are more important than things.  The Priest wanted to help David for a number of reasons.  Maybe he knew the price he would have to pay.  Jesus teaches that the “wrong” use of the bread was acceptable because it took the needs of others into consideration. 

While it is good to use things for the purposes for which they were intended, sometimes we have to make exceptions in order to help others.  

Prayer Lord, help me to be sensitive to the needs of people and not to be so legalistic that I miss an opportunity to minister to others.  

Activities for the Week:

Read about the rest of the story of David, Saul and the priests of Nob in 1 Samuel 21 & 22. 

Help children remember events in which they did not use things for their intended purposes.  Talk about any consequences that may have resulted. 

Drawing from different areas of the child’s life, talk about some of the things the child has, and what the main purpose of those things might be.  Some suggestions: school books, backpack, a toy, sports equipment, a Bible, a sweatshirt, and gloves.  

Using the same items you chose in the above exercise, talk about some other uses for these items.  Would these uses be good or bad?  Could using the item in a way other than for which it is intended be beneficial to someone? 

Week Four: I will return lost things to their rightful owners.

Day One: 2 Kings 6:1-7
The prophets who are following the prophet Elisha want to build a place to live, as they have outgrown their current residence.  As they are in the process of cutting logs (one for each prophet), an axe head flies into the water and sinks to the bottom.  Because the axe is borrowed, the user asks the prophet to use his special abilities to retrieve the axe head.  The prophet is able to retrieve the axe head and return it to the owner.  

The question raised by this story is: to what extent should we go to return things?  The prophet had strong faith, which God honored, and that is what enabled him to perform many miracles.  Discuss with the child whether the retrieval of the axe head was an appropriate use of the prophet’s abilities.  

Prayer   Lord, help me to be a good steward of the abilities you give to me.  Help me do what I can to make sure that I do not keep things that belong to others.  Amen. 

Day Two: 1 Samuel 9:3-4

Saul was anointed to be the first King of Israel.  This little story might be designed to help us see that Saul came from ordinary roots.  The donkeys that Saul’s father owned had wandered off, and Saul is sent to find them, along with some servants of his father.  Saul and the servant go to great extremes to find the donkeys, but are unsuccessful.  

The child should not understand this as something like a pet being lost.  The livestock in the day of Saul was of great importance to the people.  Animals helped with the work, provided materials from which many necessary things were made, and were a source of income to the family. 

Prayer Lord, when I lose something, help me to put forth my very best effort to find it.  Amen. 

Day Three: 1 Samuel 9:5-6

When Saul is about to give up, fearing that his father would begin to be concerned about him more than the donkeys, the servant suggests that they go to a seer, or prophet, who might be able to shed some light on their expedition.  The seer they sought was Samuel, one who had a very close relationship to God.  

Nowadays, instead of seeking help from God, people use things such as horoscopes, palm readers, tarot cards and other things to help them find out what the future may hold, either in general or in regard to a specific situation.  Discuss with your children the feasibility of seeking advice from such sources.  

Prayer Dear Lord, when I need to find something, help me to be sure that I am using the best possible resources for the task at hand.  
Day Four : 1 Samuel 9:18-20

When Saul and his servant approach the prophet Samuel, he tells them that the donkeys have been found, and Saul should no longer be concerned about them.  In almost the same breath, he tells Saul that all the hope of Israel is fixed on him.  This was a little more information than Saul was seeking.  

There seems little doubt that God arranged all these circumstances to bring Saul and Samuel into contact with each other.  If we believe in a sovereign God, we must always recognize His hand in even the most difficult situations. 

Prayer Dear Lord, when I lose things, or when other things go wrong, help me to remember that you are at work in my life to do something wonderful.  Amen.

Activities for the Week:  
Romans 8:28-29 tells us that all things work together for good to those who love God and that the “good” is that we are conformed to the image of God’s Son.  When we lose something or find something that belongs to another, we need to have the right response. 

Talk with your child about times they have lost things, whether they have been returned or not.  Help the child see how the Lord’s hand was active in this situation. 

Has the child ever found something that belonged to another?  What was the child’s response about returning the item?  Review the situation with the child, helping them see why it was so important that the item be returned. 

Help the child understand that the person who owns a lost item might really be missing that item.  Encourage the child to put themselves in the place of the owner.  How would they feel if they had lost the item? 

Talk with the child about options for dealing with something that is found where the owner may not be known.  Give examples of different types of items, such as money (a coin, and a large bill), a small toy, a piece of clothing. 

Encourage the child to think of measures that might be taken to find a rightful owner, and return a lost item.  Help the child understand when extreme measures might be appropriate and when they might not.  

I can share an incident of finding a lost item where I had no way of knowing who it could belong to.  It was a little Cinderella doll necklace that I found on the ground in a public place.  I hung the necklace over the rear view mirror of my car, and every time I see it, I pray for the unknown little girl who lost it.  When we can’t return lost items, there are special ways we can make up for not being able to return the item.  








