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Arranging myself and my surroundings to achieve greater efficiency
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Order in Scripture

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES—Numerous throughout Scripture

While there is no one Scripture verse that says, “Be thou orderly,” the concept as well as the abstract idea of organization and patterns is found in Scripture.  Orderliness is sometimes demonstrated explicitly, and at other times, it is an underlying, implied principle. 

Perhaps one of the clearest examples of orderliness we see is God Himself and His creation.  Nature is ruled by principles that are predictable and sequential, i.e. orderly.  Think about the inherent orderliness of the seasons: the cycles of the moon, the human body’s efficient processing of air to keep us alive, the instantaneous sparking of synapses in the human brain that allows us to think, move, speak, etc., the cycle of life from a caterpillar to a cocoon to a butterfly, the development of a human fetus and on and on.  The list is endless.  

It is not surprising that in Scripture we see God’s people being orderly and being told to function in an orderly manner.  In Exodus 18, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, gives Moses advice about delegating some of his authority to other leaders so that his governing of the people would be more efficient.  Beginning in the twenty-fifth chapter of Exodus, God gives Moses detailed instructions about the construction of the ark, the tabernacle and each piece of the furnishings.  The result is a beautiful, well-ordered place for the Israelites to worship a holy God.  Nehemiah had an orderly plan for the builders of the wall of Jerusalem.  In Nehemiah three, the workers at each gate are listed according to the section they worked on.  When there was opposition to the building, Nehemiah developed a defensive plan:  “From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. . . .   Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other,” (Nehemiah 4:16a, 17 NIV*).

Looking at the New Testament, there are more examples of orderliness. In Matthew 6:33, Jesus gives His disciples clear instructions about the ordering of their priorities:  put God and His things first in your life, and you will have the other things that you need.  In I Corinthians 12, Paul paints a clear picture of the kind of order God wants in His church.  He wants order as we find it in the human body:  each part cooperating and playing its role for the good of the entire body without jealously or competition.  In I Corinthians 14:40, Paul refers to order that should be present in the worship in a church:  “But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”

The writer of Hebrews in chapter five beginning in verse 12 mentions a progression, an order in spiritual growth: some truths must be learned before other truths.  Milk is needed before meat can be eaten.

The examples given here are just a few of the many that reinforce the principle of orderliness in Scripture.

ORDERLINESS IN OUR LIVES—

Some practical evidences of orderliness we can see in our lives today are seen in the following “I will” statements:


I will pick up after myself.


I keep my work and play areas clean and neat.


I will put things back where they belong.


I will use things only for their intended purposes.


I will return lost things to their rightful owners.

These “I will” statements focus on physical orderliness.

· With these “I will” statements in mind, what are some of the practical benefits of being an orderly person?


(Possible answers: don’t lose things as often, and therefore, don’t waste time looking for them; show thoughtfulness to others; better steward of possessions; 
ORDERLINESS IN MY LIFE THIS WEEK—

Spend a few minutes in personal reflection:

· What activity or event (perhaps a meeting or a business project or a special meal) is scheduled in my life this week that will go more smoothly if I am orderly?

· Make plans now to be orderly in carrying out of this activity or event.  After the activity or event, evaluate how you did.  Share your plans with a trusted friend. 
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