[image: image1.wmf]
Orderliness- A 4-Minute Sermon

Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky

Contributed by Dr. Paul E. Toms

Senior Pastor (Retired), Park Street Church, Boston, MA

January 2005

The Importance of Orderliness

The opposite of orderliness is confusion. And what an uncertain mess this can produce!  In a book by Doug Lansky titled Signspotting.com, he tells of taking pictures of odd signs. Like, "A white highway sign in PA that says, 'Entrance only/do not enter.'" Or, "another in PA that says, 'Invisible fence now Open.'" Or “a yellow diamond shaped sign in CA says, 'Not a through Street.' Immediately below it is a blue circle with a white arrow pointing straight ahead and the words, 'Evacuation Route'" (Preaching Today.com, 2004). These signs do not lead to orderliness, but certainly one can expect confusion.

Children must be taught to be orderly, to keep things neat and clean, to be correct in descriptions, and to avoid confusion. Sometimes this sticks with us, and other times we seem to have failed the instructions we were given.

I am intrigued by the number of places in the Bible which refer to being orderly, and the instructions to avoid confusion. Over and over again in the Old Testament we note the place of order. God gave instructions as to the place of furniture in the tabernacle, the place of religious holidays, the matters pertaining to food, etc. He ordered these things so that there would be understanding and no confusion as to His plan.

God continues to desire, and to make possible, an orderly and directed life for His children.  The Psalmist learned to pray about this, "Direct my footsteps according to your word" (Ps 119:133 NIV
).  Or, "If the Lord delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand" (Ps 37:23-24). Here is the assurance that the Lord will help us avoid confusion and will direct our steps.

How important it is to be walking in the right direction! A warning is given in Exodus 23:2: "Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong…" A confused sense of direction can lead us to great difficulty. Here is a humorous story told by Stuart Briscoe in his book, Everyday Discipleship for Ordinary People. "One of my young colleagues was officiating at the funeral of a war veteran. The dead man's military friends wished to have a part in the service at the funeral home, so they requested the pastor to lead them down to the casket, stand with them for a solemn moment of remembrance, and then lead them out through the side door. This he proceeded to do, but unfortunately the effect was somewhat marred when he picked the wrong door. The result was that they marched with military precision into a broom closet, in full view of the mourners, and had to beat a hasty retreat covered with confusion"(Preaching Today.com).

And finally, we are instructed to act orderly in our Christian walk and in the church. Paul the Apostle clearly reminds us that "God is not a God of disorder but of peace" (I Cor 14.33) In this passage he is speaking of God's gifts to the church and assures us that confusion cannot be blamed on the will of God, or the work of His Spirit. And the passage finishes with the clear understanding that "everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way" (14:40).

The call to the church is to present the Good News clearly and with power from God. In that same chapter in I Corinthians, Paul warns about a trumpet not giving a clear call, and thus leading to confusion on the part of the soldiers getting ready to battle. We have a great message and truth, both to live and to declare. I pray that we will be seen as dedicated and committed believers.  Our purpose must be clear, our lives transparent and in order.
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