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God’s Balance of Orderliness

There are programs on television that analyze and pigeonhole people into two categories: 1) “messies” and 2) “cleanies.” “Messies” are people addicted to clutter. Everything stays right where they drop it.  Their homes often consist of little paths between the plies strewn throughout their houses—piles of magazines, clothes (mostly dirty, but not necessarily so), old newspapers, dirty dishes in the sink, and you ought to see the trunks of their cars! Whew! It gives me a headache just thinking about it!

And then, on the opposite end of the spectrum, are the “Cleanies,” or “neaties,” you might say. I get a backache from thinking about them and their fastidious motto: “a place for everything and everything in its place.”  They go through life pitching litter—even if it still has some use. Watch out if you’re a little kid within arm’s length of a “cleanie” mom.  She will give you a “spit bath” right in front of everyone!

But do you have to be either a “cleanie” or a “messie”? How about a “middllee” –someone comfortably between the extremes of a junk man and a perfectionist, either one of whom can drive you nuts.

Whatever! There’s another word to be considered.  How about “orderly,” the condition of which would be “orderliness?”  There’s even a Scripture for it.  Paul told the “messie” Corinthians that everything in their public church meetings ought to be done “decently and in order”  (1 Cor 14:40 KJV*).  And you’ve got to admit that God runs a pretty orderly universe. Everything is in order even down to the subatomic particles.  You can set your compass by God’s north star and your clock by His atoms.  And so far as we know, in all of this great big universe, no star has ever collided with another one!?  Again, this is compliments of an orderly God.

Finally, there’s this instruction to us, His kids: “Be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matt 5:48). Normal human response: “You’ve got to be kidding!” Actually, the tense of the word “be” here can be translated as “be becoming” perfect.  God is giving us some slack, but still expects us to “shape up.” 

Since He expects it of us, it would be good to add the following to our new year’s resolutions: “I pledge to arrange myself and my surroundings to achieve greater efficiency.”  Here are some “I wills” to help accomplish this resolve:

1) I will pick up after myself

2) I will keep my work and play areas clean and neat

3) I will put things back where they belong

4) I will use things only for their intended purposes

5) I will return lost (and borrowed) things to their rightful owners.
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* Unless otherwise marked, all Scripture quotations are taken from the King James Version






