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The Ordering of a Body

God is a genius, after all, he IS God, is he not?  I say he is a genius because of the body he designed.  Oh yes, one could speak of the physical body—that alone is a complex creation to marvel at every day.  But, something often overlooked is the ordering of the body of Christ, the true church.

When one comes to saving faith in Christ, she is placed into the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12.13 states, “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…” (NIV*).  In the body of Christ, we are not on our own, floating randomly around in life without any unity.  On the contrary, God ordered the body of Christ to be a unit, but containing millions, billions of individuals functioning together as one.

Amazingly, God ordered the body to be unique—each one having his or her own unique gifts.  We do not each have the same gifts—if we did, how boring that would be!  God uniquely designed each believer with a set of gifts that the believer can in turn contribute to the overall function of the body.  1 Corinthians 12.18 asserts, “But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.”  Since God is sovereign, since he is trustworthy, and since he does everything chiefly for his glory, we can be confident that God has perfectly arranged the body of Christ, ordering it to the glory of his Son.

As a result, the body of Christ portrays to the world the glory of Christ.  That is, we are bearers of his reputation, his character, his intentions.  When the body is not functioning properly, then the reputation of God is not displayed correctly to the world.

What a gift God has given us in ordering the body of Christ!  Think about it, he did not have to place us in a body.  When a believer comes to salvation, he could have just left the believer on his own with no connection with other believers.  No longer would a believer benefit from other believers—the teachers, pastors, evangelists, encouragers, etc.  We would be left to mature on our own, for Ephesians 4.12 indicates that it is the individual gifts that build up the body, “[the gifts are] to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up…”

Sadly though, throughout history, believers have envied each other and placed certain gifts above other gifts.  We have torn apart the special and unique ordering of God.  Today many dispute over who can teach, who can preach, and other gifts—as if one is more important than the other.  Then again, certain movements of Christianity attempt to place the “sign” gifts over other gifts (i.e. if you do not speak in tongues you are not as mature of a believer).  Whether you believe the sign gifts exist today or not, the fact stands that one gift is not more important than another—to say so is to mock the ordering of God.

Paul addresses this same problem in the church of Corinth.  The Corinthians were very confused as to the function of gifts and how God had ordered the body of Christ.  In chapter 12, Paul makes it clear that God is the one who chooses who gets which gifts (v.18) and that they all work together for one purpose (v.12).  He asserts that there should be no division among the gifts, “…that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it” (12.25-26).  Paul then furthers his argument by indicating that none of these gifts are valuable without the character quality of love (c.f. chapter 13).

The point is we are all of one body—so quit arguing! God has ordered and arranged a beautiful body to carry out his message.  Because of our sin, we are constantly struggling within the body, trying to usurp each other’s roles.  Relax—we are all contributing to the body, whether we have the gift of teaching, preaching, encouraging, leading, even submitting!  Let us encourage one another to discover the God-given spiritual gifts we each have been given, and help each other find the best way to bring the gift to maturity and maximum use for the glory of the risen Christ.




God’s Book on Character


4-MINUTE & OTHER SERMONS


						For Orderliness vs Confusion





Arranging myself and my surroundings to achieve greater efficiency











* Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New International Version






