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Diligence is investing my time and energy to complete each task assigned to me.

FOR CHILDREN

NOAH

By Trudy Pettibone

Pastor, Latham, New York

Based on Genesis 6:7-9:17

Have you ever been on a great big ship?  Today we are going to learn about the big boat a man named Noah and his three sons built.  Noah and his sons did not have power saws or other equipment like your daddy may have.  They had to make everything with their hands.

God told Noah how to make the ship, which the Bible calls an ark.  It would be 450 feet long.  That would be like a football field and a half.  The ark would be four stories high.  Why do you think the ark had to be so big?  Allow children to answer. As Noah and his sons built the ark, Noah’s neighbors must have wondered what he was doing.  They may have laughed at Noah for building such a big thing as the ark. 

Building the ark was only the first part of the task God assigned to Noah.  When the ark was finished, Noah and his sons had to gather up at least two pairs of all the animals in the world.  What do you think Noah’s neighbors thought about all the animals?  Pretty soon Noah and his sons had all the animals gathered up.  Noah and his sons also had to prepare all the food that their families and the animals would need while they were on the ark.  They also probably had to load wood to make fires, so they chopped down trees.  Finally, it was time for Noah and his family to go into the ark with the animals.  Noah shut the door and God sealed up the ark.  

Something very unusual was about to happen.  It started to rain.  It had never rained before.  It rained and rained and rained and rained.  Pretty soon, the ground was covered with water, then the trees, and finally even the mountaintops.  The whole earth was flooded. 

Meanwhile, on the ark, Noah still had a lot of things to do to complete his task.  He had to care for all the animals while they were on the ark.  They could not get off the ark because the earth was flooded.  They were on the ark for a very, very long time, almost a year.  All of the animals had to be fed.  When some of the animals were going to have babies, Noah may have helped with that. 

Soon the rain stopped.  The water began to go down.  Noah’s task was almost over.  Noah sent out birds.  When one bird never came back, Noah knew it was time to go out of the ark.  All of the animals were let out of the ark, and they went away to multiply and make more animals.

Noah and his family left the ark, built new homes and thanked God that God had helped them finish their jobs.  A new world could begin, with lots of animals, all because Noah had been diligent.  He was not lazy, he followed God’s instructions and did a good job, he concentrated on what he had to do, and, even though it may have been very hard, Noah finished the job God gave him to do.  

Some Questions:

· How would you feel if God gave you such a big task as building a boat and gathering a lot of animals?  How do you think Noah felt? 

· Since it had never rained, do you think Noah understood what God meant when God said it was going to rain and a flood would happen? 

· What do you think was the hardest part of Noah’s job?  

· Do you think Noah might have wanted to quit if his neighbors made fun of him?   Would you have made fun of Noah for building such a big thing as the ark and gathering so many animals?  
· How do you think Noah felt when he finished his task?  
· What kind of tasks do you have to do this week that are hard?
· Do you sometimes feel like you want to stop before you’ve finished the job?
· What should you do when you want to quit but there is still some more work to do?
· What are some of the best things about finishing your work?
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Diligence is accepting each task as a special assignment from the Lord

and using all my energies to do it quickly and skillfully


