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I.
In Pursuit of the Word Gratitude

To get from Gratitude to love and back again, we must start with a little word study.

The word gratitude comes from the Latin source, “gratus,” meaning pleasing or thankful.  From “gratus,” we get the word “gratia” (almost exactly the same as the Spanish "gracias"- thanks) and from gratia, we get our modern word “grace.”  When reading the word “grace” in our New Testament in 1 Corinthians 13,  King James Version, it is translated “charity”  or “love.”  So thankfulness (gratitude) traces its roots through the word grace, gracious to its root meaning LOVE.  Love and gratitude belong together like "bread and butter."

It has been said that "you can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving."

Giving, of course, is impossible without someone's receiving and the receiver, if he knows the gift is given to him from someone who is showing care (charis, grace, love), naturally responds in thankfulness or gratitude.  It sort of all starts and ends with love, doesn't it.  You could truly say that gratitude is the language of love or just as reasonably say that love is the language of gratitude.   

II.
Love Makes the World Go Around   

Life may be possible without love, but I doubt it.  In fact, in the very act of expressing human married love, we are given the awesome possibility of "making a child," producing a life.  Happy is the home, happy the family who can continue to express love amongst themselves for as long as God gives them the opportunity to be a family.  A loving family is almost always a healthy family, at least mentally and emotionally and often (though not always), physically.  

Love is encouraged through gratitude.  A well-placed "thank you" produces fertile soil for further love to grow and bear fruit.  One of the first things a "well-bred" child is taught to say is "thank you."  Any grown-up who has any degree of warmth and love about him or her will have his or her heart melted by the little child, who, still trying to learn his or her mother tongue, manages to coo "tank oo."  Gratitude is the language of love.   It says to the person who has gifted you or befriended you or affirmed you, "I receive your gift, your love, your affirmation.  I compliment you on who you are and what you have done for me."  Love shown, love accepted, love appreciated.

III.
Learning the Language of Love

How hard is it to say "thank you?"  Not very hard at all if one has developed the quality of gratitude, of being thankful, of cultivating the habit of giving back through words what someone has already given to you.  Pity the people who are bottled up in their thanks.  Their benefactors never know if they got the gift or, if having gotten it, they appreciate it or understand the love behind it.  Gratitude is the language of love, but language unspoken is no language at all.  Verbalize your thanks.  Be generous with it.  Be sincere about it and offer it often.  People enjoy being around people of gratitude.  People with a thankful heart make giving worthwhile sacrifices more joyous to make and burdens lighter to bear.   

IV.
Gratitude Cues

What would happen if the mother who washes the family clothes found a note pinned to her husband's dirty socks which read, "Thank you sweetheart for taking care of my smelly socks.  When I put them on clean, I'm going to think about your sweet hands that washed them"?  What would happen if a traveling husband came home and the first night at home pulled back the covers from his bed and found a little note that said, "Dear sweetheart, thank you for all the miles you've traveled and all the restaurant food you've eaten this week so we could afford this nice bed."  Wow!  Gratitude would speak love in great swelling tones.     

Do you speak the language of love?  You can give yourself the test right away.  Count the number of times you say, "Thank you" or "I appreciate that" in a day's time and especially how many times to the people you love the most.  They will understand that language.  Gratitude is the language of love.   

CHARACTER STUDY ILLUSTRATING GRATITUDE

What does Thanksgiving have to do with love?

There was a little girl who said to the teacher who gave her a sweater to cover her thin, worn dress on a cold day, "Thank you for taking care of me."

Came the day when the teacher, after much consideration broke the news to her students that she was going to take a leave of absence to undergo chemotherapy.  There were discussion, questions, answers.  As the students filed out, the little girl with the blond matted hair who had shivered in her thin dress the day the teacher gave her a sweater to wear stopped before her beloved teacher and said, "You take care of us, now we will take care of you."  

During her hospital time, the teacher's room was so full of handmade cards, a card-tree, etc. to the extent that the doctors and attendants couldn't wait to come in and see the day's offering.  And finally came the day when the teacher was ready to go back to class.  How would her students respond to a skinny, bald-headed teacher's return?  She found out.  Pink ribbons were everywhere, even in the trees, and the little blond girl flung herself into her teacher's arms and exclaimed, "See, I told you we would take care of you."  Gratitude is loved returned.  Gratitude,-gracias,-gracious, - thank you, - love",  all the same.  Love in any language fluently spoken here.




God’s Book on Character


4-MINUTE & OTHER SERMONS


						For Gratefulness vs ?





Letting others know by my words and actions how they have benefited my life












