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Letting others know by my words and actions how they have benefited my life
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A Study of Grateful Islanders

Acts 28:10


“They honored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed” (NIV*).

Paul was on his way to Rome, in the custody of the Romans because he had appealed to Caesar when the Jews in Jerusalem tried to convict him in the Roman Court.  

On the way to Rome, Paul warned the centurion (a military commander) that the ship would encounter great danger that may destroy the ship and cost them their lives.  However, the captain told the centurion there was nothing to worry about and they would be safe.

After leaving a port in Crete, they were hit by a terrible storm that began to over whelm the ship.  Soon the ship was in danger of sinking and as the custom of the Romans was, the soldiers wanted to kill all the prisoners, as their escape would cost the solders their lives.  However, the centurion ordered that no prisoners would be killed, out of gratefulness for Paul’s warning.  It had to be obvious to the centurion that Paul was not an ordinary prisoner and that keeping him alive could have its benefits.

No one was lost, but the ship was destroyed and they all landed on an island where the natives built a fire to help them warm the stranded sailors and prisoners.  As Paul was adding some wood to the fire, a snake came out of the bundle and latched onto Paul’s hand.  The natives all spoke among themselves about how evil Paul must be, as even nature would not allow him to live after escaping the shipwreck.

To their surprise, no harmful effects came to Paul and he even began to pray for and heal those on the island who were sick.  They came to his hut in order to have his hands laid on them!  Upon leaving, the islanders loaded them with necessary provisions, in order to show their gratefulness for the healing and assistance Paul had given them. 

We have here two examples, in Acts 27 and 28 of unbelievers showing gratefulness for services rendered by a Christian who was listening and being obedient to God. 

In what ways do you show gratefulness to those who impact your life and the lives of your family members?   As Christians, we should be the first to be thankful to those who render us services as we go about our duties in life.  Maybe the Holy Spirit would use this expression of God’s character to open the door to present the Gospel to those who ask!

Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of gratefulness into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency).

1. I will show my parents and teachers that I appreciate them.

2. I will write “thank you” notes.

3. I will take care of my things.

4. I will be content with what I have.

5. I will count my blessings rather than my burdens.

Closing #1: Let’s dialog about it with one another.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing gratefulness in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask groups to share their feelings with the whole groups.

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that causes you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice gratefulness in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.

*All Scripture quotations are taken from the New International Version




Applying Character to our Lives


5-MINUTE BIBLE STUDIES


						For Gratefulness vs Unthankfulness





Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky








