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Exemplifying God’s Forgiveness

Forgiveness: What is it? Have you experienced it? Do you offer it?

The first book of the Bible contains a true example of a man, Joseph, who knew forgiveness. At 17, he was sold into slavery by his brothers (Gen 37:28). To cover up their wicked deed, the brothers then deceived their father into believing a wild beast devoured his beloved son (Gen 37:31-33). As a slave, the LORD was with Joseph and made him successful in his master’s house (Gen 39:2-5). When his master’s wife tried to seduce him, Joseph fled repeatedly. Finally, the woman had enough and accused Joseph of rape. Being a slave, he proceeded to prison—unjustly. The LORD was with Joseph and blessed him so he gained favor with the jailer (Gen 39:21-23). In prison, God allowed Joseph to interpret dreams of two servants of Pharaoh. Both interpretations came to pass, but the servants forgot Joseph. Two years later, one servant remembered Joseph; he told Pharaoh how Joseph interpreted his dream. Pharaoh had Joseph pulled out of the dungeon to interpret his dreams. The LORD gave Joseph the interpretations and Pharaoh placed him over all the land of Egypt. By this time Joseph was 30. Consider the trials he endured, the pain, loneliness, grief—all due to his brothers’ wicked act. How would Joseph, in his authoritative position, respond if he met his brothers?

God gave the answer. Genesis records a famine which Joseph prepared Egypt for. Many people came to Joseph for bread, even his brothers. After preliminary meetings Joseph revealed himself to his brothers (Gen 45:1-15). He did not reject them, but said, 

“Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life… to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.” (Genesis 45:5, 7 NASB
)

Joseph had his brothers, their families, and his father move to Egypt. After Joseph’s father died his brothers feared he would hold a grudge, pay them back in full. Instead, Joseph wept saying:

“Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. (Genesis 50:19-21)

The brothers committed evil. God providentially accomplished good. Joseph followed and feared God. Though he did not know why evil befell him, Joseph trusted God and forgave his brothers.

Forgiveness: Clearing the record of those who have wronged me and not holding a grudge.

Joseph exemplified forgiveness. Stop. Consider your knowledge of forgiveness. Do you know it? Have you experienced it? Do you offer it?

As you ponder, consider:

You have wronged God, we all have (c.f. Romans 3:23). However, God offers us all complete, eternal forgiveness for all we have done. God Himself took the punishment for our sins when He, Jesus Christ, died on a cross over 2000 years ago. Jesus died, was buried, and rose from the dead. He offers you complete forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus paid the full price (100%) so that you could be forgiven and go to heaven. All He asks is that you believe Him and receive His grace, His gift of eternal life, His forgiveness. 

Once you have received this gracious gift of God you know what forgiveness is. Joseph believed on Jesus Christ (Hebrews 11:22), he knew forgiveness, that’s why he could offer it to his brothers. If you know God’s forgiveness you can forgive those who wrong you. I ask you, do you know forgiveness?
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