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Clearing the record of those who have wronged me and not holding a grudge
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The Example of Jesus

1 Peter 3:8-9 (NIV)

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.

It was not the primary purpose of the coming of Jesus to merely take Christians to heaven when they die.  There is a much greater purpose in the advent of Jesus, which is to have fellowship with man in the world that was created for him.  This fellowship will continue through the eons of time that is the beginning of eternity.

In order for us to be compatible with God, we must “put on Christ,” which is to become more and more Christ-like as we mature in Him.

Forgiveness is one of the basic character traits that Jesus modeled for us in forgiving our sins after he paid the price for them. He also forgave the Roman and Jewish tormentors and crucifiers who were responsible for the incredible torture that he endured for us.  In addition, Jesus forgave the shortcomings of his disciples as well as numerous others that were forgiven by him, much to the consternation of the Jewish authorities.

Where did this ability to forgive, in the face of great personal, physical and mental pain come from?  How was it that Jesus, who could have called ten thousand angels to his defense, allowed them to take him as a sheep to the slaughter, and then forgave them for their injustice?

It is because Jesus understood the bigger picture.  He knew that He personally and His “rights,” were not as important as doing the will of His Father.  To not forgive meant the rejection of those He had come to save.  He knew the temporary time of struggle was not worthy to be mentioned because of the Glory soon to be revealed.  He had too much to accomplish to be hindered or slowed by holding offence against those who had done him wrong.  

For those who hated Jesus, the rejection that would have been part of his unforgiveness would have played right into their hands, by showing that Jesus was just like them!  Jesus’ forgiveness showed the nature of his Father and allowed his detractors to see their error, allowing them to be brought to salvation.

One of the greatest examples of forgiveness, next to Jesus himself, was the deacon Stephen.  As he is being stoned, he looked into heaven, asking that his death not be laid to their charge.  

How do you handle those who wrong you, especially those in your own family?  They are usually the hardest to forgive, but the most necessary.  To forgive them builds you up the most!  Are you quick to forgive, or do you enjoy others squirming as you practice rejecting them, until they have been humbled enough to make you feel better? 

It is time for us, as followers of Jesus to begin acting like Him!  Regardless of the personal humbling that may be required, remember that God will exalt those who will humble themselves before men.  What a trade off! What a marvelous promise! 

Let us learn to be quick to forgive and keep our eyes of the goal of being Christ-like!   

Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of orderliness into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency).

1. I will be quick to forgive.

2. I will not cover up my own wrongs but will be quick to ask forgiveness.

3. I will not seek revenge.

4. I will respond kindly to those who hurt me.

5. I will not take up offences for others.

Closing #1: Let’s dialog about it with one another.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing forgiveness in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask groups to share their feelings with the whole group.

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice forgiveness in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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