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Corrie Ten Boom:  “With all my Heart!”
“Fraulein, will you forgive me?”  The former Nazi stood before her, hand outstretched, waiting hopefully.  Corrie’s blood froze.  For the first time since her release, she stood face-to-face with an SS guard from Ravensbruck.

Corrie Ten Boom, born in Holland in 1892, had never married, but instead helped her aging father and sister, Betsie, in the family watch-making business.  When the Nazis arrived in 1940, her family began helping and eventually hiding Jews.  Betrayed and arrested in 1944, both her father and sister died during their imprisonment.

While in prison, Corrie and Betsie learned the power of forgiveness as a weapon against the mastery of hate.  After the war, Corrie continued to spread the message of forgiveness and reconciliation, and her former tormentor approached her at one of these talks.  

She writes, “It could not have been many seconds that he stood there, hand held out, but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled with the most difficult thing I had ever had to do…‘Jesus, help me!’ I prayed…and…woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me.  And as I did, an incredible thing took place…this jelling warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes.  ‘I forgive you, brother!’ I cried. ‘With all my heart!’ ”







� taken from “I’m Still Learning to Forgive” by Corrie Ten Boom








