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The Hatfields and the McCoys:  A Legacy of Hatred

The most famous feud in American history is the one between the Hatfields and the McCoys.  “Devil Anse” Hatfield and Randell McCoy, patriarchs of the two clans, fought for the Confederacy during the Civil War.  Both were strong, solid mountain men—proud, hardworking, and loyal to a fault.

While the true origin of the feud is clouded by sensationalism, the reason for its escalation is clear: refusal to forgive.  Legend has it that Randell McCoy accused a Hatfield of stealing a pig.  The courts settled the dispute, but resentment remained on both sides.  The bloodshed began when three McCoys fought with and killed Devil Anse’s brother Ellison.  Devil Anse killed the three in retribution, and the feud was on.  Over a dozen people were killed, including Randell McCoy’s fifteen-year-old daughter.

The two families were proud of their stubborn refusal to ignore a slight to their honor.  However, had one side been willing to forgive, members of both families could have lived longer, happier lives.  As it was, Randell McCoy died a bitter, angry man, still mourning the loss of six children and cursing the name Hatfield.  Some sources claim that before “Devil Anse” died at age 83, he was converted, baptized, and finally willing to forgive.







