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Diligence is investing my time and energy to complete each task assigned to me.

DILIGENCE IS A LIFETIME CALL

By Craig E. Beckley

Teacher, Moores Hill, Indiana

I
Introduction


A
Our Text
2 Peter 1:10  --  …give diligence to make your calling and election sure…

B
Defining diligence

To be diligent means to be steady and constant.  It is the character quality that the ant is praised for in Proverbs who diligently prepares for winter during the summer months.  This means that he does not give up until the job is finished.  Diligence may require overcoming setbacks.  It may require trying a different route, but the diligent never loose sight of the goal.

C
Thesis question

Peter tells us to be diligent in fulfilling God’s call on our lives.

But, what is God’s call and when did he call us?

II
The Nature and Responsibility of Our Call Within the Body of Christ

Ephesians 1:4  --
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world…

A
What God has called us to

God called each one of us to be an integral, necessary, and important part of his body before he even formed the earth.

B
Our responsibility in the light of God’s call is to be diligent.

But he says that we must be diligent to find and become fruitful in that calling.

2 Peter 1:4-8  --
He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.  Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your knowledge, self control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C
Why do we need to find and walk in that place that God has formed for us?

…because the rest of the members of the body of Christ depend on it for their continued growth.   These callings or talents, as Jesus referred to them, must be exercised diligently and continually in order for them to accomplish what God has chosen for us to do.

Illustration

If you were looking for a valuable coin, that you absolutely knew was in your house, how would you demonstrate diligence?  You would probably stay up late looking for it; systematically and thoroughly look in each room, behind every loose floorboard, and in every nook and cranny of the attic.  As the woman in Matthew 15:8 looked diligently for the lost piece of silver until she found it, we must be diligent in finding our place in the local Church.

III
The Responsibility of Our Call to Diligence Within the Marketplace

But diligence is much broader than just finding our place of service to the Lord, it is also a requirement of service to our employer. We must diligently serve him as if he was the Lord himself.

IV
The Responsibility of Our Call to Diligence Within our Homes

What are the rewards of diligently raising our children to serve the Lord?

Deuteronomy 6:7 tells us to diligently teach our children about the ways of the Lord day and night, in the home and outside the home.  Could it be that too many Christian parents are too busy to be diligent in raising their children for the Lord?  Perhaps they expect that the Church should take the responsibility to teach their children about the Lord.  Perhaps that is why so many Christian’s homes are falling apart just like the non-believers homes.

V
Conclusion & Application

We must never tire of being diligent, for in it are great rewards both now and for eternity.

A
Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of diligence into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency).

1. I will finish my projects

2. I will do a job right.

3. I will follow instructions.

4. I will concentrate on my work.

5. I will not be lazy.
B
Closing option #1:  Let’s discuss the character quality of diligence together

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing diligence in their families, workplaces, church, and with acquaintances.

· Encourage the group to keep in contact throughout the week and hold each other accountable.

C
Closing option #2:
Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your live that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice diligence this week and throughout your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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Diligence is accepting each task as a special assignment from the Lord

and using all my energies to do it quickly and skillfully


