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Character Education in the Home


CHILDREN & FAMILY HELPS



  


 

For DILIGENCE vs Slothfulness
Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
Diligence is investing my time and energy to complete each task assigned to me.
“The Five I Wills”

By Trudy Pettibone

Pastor, Latham, New York

In This Edition

I
Weekly Readings Based on The “I Will” Action Steps

Key Verse:
Proverbs 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.

Week One:
I Will Finish My Projects  (pg 2)


Week Two:
I Will Concentrate on My Work  (pg 3)


Week Three:
I Will Not Be Lazy  (pg 4)


Week Four:
I Will Follow Instructions and Do a Job Right  (pg 5)

II
An Object Lesson in Diligence – Making a rainbow  (pg 6)


[Teaches us to follow instructions and complete tasks]

III
A Bible Story For Diligence – The diligence of Peter   (pg 7)


[Peter wasn’t perfect, but he was diligent]

Week One: I Will Finish My Projects

A Verse to Remember:

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.  

Many people in the Bible served the Lord in a lot of different ways.  Those who were most faithful to serve the Lord were those who continued to serve until they knew that their mission was accomplished, even though they faced serious circumstances.  This week we will learn about one of these people, Peter. 

Matthew 10:2:
Peter, formerly called Simon, a fisherman, became one of the twelve disciples of Jesus.  As Jesus’ disciple, Peter became a fisher of men.  He traveled with Jesus throughout the three years of Jesus’ ministry.  

Matthew 14:26-30:

One of my favorite things about Peter is that he was always willing to ask the hard question, and to step out on faith and do things that the other disciples were not willing to do. In this passage, he is willing to step out onto water just to show his faith in Jesus. 

Matthew 16:16:

Peter, most faithful of all the disciples, at this point, seems to know who Jesus is.  His proclamation that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah seems very definite at this point, but as we will see, he does waver. 

Matthew 26:33 & 75:

When Jesus predicted that all would turn away from him, Peter declares his faithfulness.  After Jesus is taken prisoner and while he stands trial, Peter is challenged by some onlookers, and three times denies that he knows Jesus.  Verse 75 is one of the saddest verses in the Bible, as Peter realizes that he has indeed denied his Lord, whom he loved dearly. 

Acts 2:14:

At this point, Jesus has died on the cross, risen, and gone back to heaven to be with the Father.  We see a whole new Peter.  The verses that follow this verse are a powerful sermon preached by Peter.  Peter did not quit in the moment of his discouragement.  Somehow he knew he had more work to do. The defeat of knowing he denied the Lord is gone, and Peter is strengthened and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  He will now begin a whole new ministry of telling people about Jesus. 

2Peter 1:12-15:

Peter knows that his time on earth is almost over, but he continues to do what he knows he is called to do.  He diligently continues to lead believers in their walk with Christ.  Only his death will bring his mission to an end.  Tradition has Peter being hung on a cross upside down.  The Holy Spirit gave Peter some understanding of how and when he would die, but Peter finished his project.  Because of his diligence, we remember Peter as one of the most faithful disciples of Jesus.  

Prayers for the Week

Lead your child to pray that he or she will (1) not undertake projects unless they know they can finish them; (2) always put forth their very best effort in everything they do; (3) remember that a project is not finished until the clean-up is done; and (4) always finish every project they start, no matter how hard the project may seem. 

Activities for the Week:

Have the child monitor his or her performance on assigned tasks.  If child does not usually have assigned tasks, give him one or two tasks to do.  Children who are given no responsibility have a very difficult time effectively developing character.  Encourage the child to complete every task begun.  If completion is impossible, help the child understand why the task could not be completed.  Guide the child to find ways of performing tasks so that completion is assured.  If a child is diligent to complete some tasks, but not others, help the child evaluate why the difference may exist.  Some factors may be ease, preference, and level of reward.  Help the child understand that even tasks that we do not want to do and which seem to offer no reward must be completed.  

Week Two: I Will Concentrate on My Work

A Verse To Remember:

Proverbs 21:5 The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, But everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty.

For this week’s lessons in diligence, we are going to look at Jacob, who later was renamed Israel by God.  Jacob made some mistakes in his life, but there were particular times where his diligence resulted in his wealth.  Ultimately, he is rewarded as being the Patriarch of the Israelites, fathering twelve sons who became the heads of the tribes of Israel.  

Genesis 29:10-13,18, 20

Jacob, with the help of his mother Rebekah, had  deceived his older brother Esau, and so had to flee his home.  He ended up at the home of his mother’s brother, Laban.  Jacob immediately fell in love with Laban’s daughter, Rachel.  Jacob worked for seven long years to marry Rachel, but ended up being deceived by Laban, who substituted his older daughter Leah.  Laban had prospered while Jacob worked for him.  Jacob was willing to work seven more years for Rachel, and Laban continued to prosper. 

Genesis 30:29-34; 37-39

Most of Jacob’s children have been born, and he wants to take his family and go out on his own.  Laban wants to keep his family with him, so he makes a deal with Jacob.  Jacob has diligently cared for Laban’s flocks, and knows which animals are the stronger.  Jacob receives from Laban the animals Jacob asks for.  Jacob trusts God to help him make this flock increase.  Laban keeps trying to change the rules, but God always blesses Jacob’s diligence.  

Genesis 32:24-28

When Jacob and his family leave Laban, an angel of the Lord meets Jacob and wrestles with him.  Jacob concentrates on this struggle, and the angel can only get him to submit when he impairs him.  Jacob’s name is thereby changed to Israel, which is translated as one who struggled with God. 

Genesis 48:17-20

When Joseph, Israel’s second youngest son, brings his sons to Israel to be blessed, Israel blesses them in the opposite order of their birth.  He said that the younger son shall be the greater, and his descendants shall become a multitude of nations.  This is of course what happened between Israel and his older brother Esau.  Although Israel did not always do the right thing, he was diligent in his labors and concentrated on the important things.  Because of this, God rewarded him with great wealth, and the promise of uncountable descendants.  

Prayers for the week

Encourage the child to pray that: (1) They would not be easily distracted; (2) that they would focus on all aspects of whatever they are doing; (3) that they will be able to discern the priorities in the projects they are doing; and (4) that they will concentrate on one priority, complete it, and then move to the next. 

Activities for the Week

If your child is easily distracted, set increasing time limits for them to concentrate on one task without getting distracted.  As you see them beginning to be able to focus longer, develop a system of rewards for extended concentration without distraction.  Encourage a child who is able to concentrate by finding more and more difficult situations in which they have to focus, i.e. providing background noises and activities.  Reward them for their increased concentration, always remembering to praise.  Be sure to encourage this concentration in such a way so that the child does not get discouraged.  Help the child understand that people may be able to concentrate under different conditions.  Some people may be able to have a continual distraction, i.e. radio or T.V., without breaking concentration, while others cannot concentrate with any consistent sounds. 

Week Three:  I Will Not be Lazy

A Verse to Remember:

Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, But the soul of the diligent is made fat.

.

This week we are going to look at Noah for someone who could not possibly have been lazy.  Our text is Genesis 6:9-22, 14 verses.  Divide these up for the week.  

Genesis 6:9-22:

Noah had three sons.  These four men constructed a vessel that was 450 feet long, seventy-five feet wide, and over four stories high.  These men did not have the modern building equipment available to us today.  Not only did they have to build the ark, but they also had to grow and prepare the food they would take for themselves and their animals.  They had to gather up the animals and situate them on the ark.  All told, they were in the ark for about a year, so the animals all had to be cared for during this time.  Once the water cleared away, they had to prepare the land for new growth, and build homes for themselves in the “new” land.  There was definitely no room for laziness in the life of Noah and his sons.  Genesis 6:8 says “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” God rewarded Noah for his diligence by protecting him from the flood that destroyed all life, except that which was in the ark.  

Prayers for the Week:

Encourage the child to pray that: (1) He will keep his mind and body active in beneficial activity most of the time; (2) She will not spend a lot of time daydreaming or doing unfruitful activities;  (3) Tasks will be done as soon as presented, without procrastination; and (4) He or she will not make excuses for not taking care of things that need to be done.  

Activities for the Week:
Encourage the child to journal their activities for one week.  Help them add up the time they spend doing things that are not in some way beneficial.  Remember, to be beneficial, something does not have to be “work”.  Activities that encourage play, that nurture a child’s imagination and help him or her to develop social skills are beneficial.  Constructive social play, educational TV watching (including some cartoons), coloring and craft activities, and reading are all beneficial activities for a child.  It is important to remember that some “down” time is necessary, time where we may not seem to be doing anything, but our minds and bodies are recharging.  This trick is to make sure that this is minimal time.  Usually “recharging” time can take place during a nap or the evening’s sleep, provided a reasonable amount of sleep is acquired. 

Week Four and Following:

I Will Follow Instructions and Do a Job Right.

A Verse To Remember:

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

Our example this week is the servant of Abraham, possibly named Eliezer (see Genesis 15:2). 

Genesis 24:2-4:

This is Abraham’s commission to his servant: find a wife for my son Isaac from my relatives.  Abraham was very concerned that Isaac not marry any of the Canaanite women who lived where Abraham lived.   Abraham also told the servant that he was not to take Isaac back to the land of his relatives.  God had called Abraham out of that land, and neither he nor his descendants were to return willingly.  The idea of putting the hand on the thigh was part of the oath process.  

Genesis 24:10-14:

In order to assure that he will do the best job possible, the servant prays to Abraham’s God and asks his help.  In a sense he proposes a test: the one that he speaks certain words to, and who responds according to a formula he has devised will be the one chosen for Isaac.  

Genesis 24:26,27:

God has led the servant to the home of Nahor, Abraham’s brother (see Genesis 11:27).  Rebekah was the granddaughter of Nahor.  The servant told his story to Rebekah’s father (Bethuel) and brother (Laban), who welcomed him according to the hospitality custom of the day.  

Genesis 24:50-52:

The servant has received permission from Rebekah’s father and brother to take the girl to Isaac.  Once he receives the agreement of Rebekah (vs. 58), he knows that he can return to Isaac, and his mission will be diligently completed.  

Genesis 24:65-67:

The servant has done a real good job.  Not only did he follow Abraham’s instructions and bring a bride from Abraham’s relatives, but he also found woman who was a wonderful match; the type of person that Isaac could immediately love.  Although Isaac is the heir, and we hear no more of the servant, we can be pretty sure that Abraham richly rewarded the servant for his diligent, faithful service.  

Prayers for the Week

The child will want to pray that he or she (1) will always listen when instructions are given to them; (2) will be very diligent to follow the instructions carefully; (3) will desire and try to do their very best; and (4) that they might let God help them in everything they do.  

Activities for the Week:

Help the child evaluate how well they take instructions.  Do they listen until the instructions are completed, or do they rush into something without hearing all the instructions?  Do they put forth their best effort?  Do they do the job thoroughly?  Do they understand the significance of the job they are doing?  Give the child some age-appropriate, simple but detailed instructions.  Have the child repeat the instructions to you.  Do this with several tasks until you are assured that the child is indeed listening thoroughly.  Start evaluating the tasks that the child has.  Develop a type of grading and reward system.  Determine some kind of consequence for a job not done to the best of the child’s ability.  REMEMBER: We are talking about the child’s ability, not the parent’s.  You cannot expect a child to develop character when presented with tasks and activities far beyond their age level, which they are expected to perform. 

An Object Lesson – Scripture: John 14:15
“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

Supplies:
Objects:


six clear glasses, measuring cup, four spoons

Liquids:


light corn syrup, glycerin, water, cooking oil, and rubbing alcohol

Food Colorings:
red, yellow, green, and blue

Say God’s instructions help us know how to live diligently.  If we follow God’s instructions we will know the best way to live.  

Read the directions aloud as you complete each step, or have an older child read.  At certain points, stop and ask if you think you can stop following the instructions now.
Instructions:
1. Set out glasses and pour a half cup of each liquid into separate glasses in the following order:  light corn syrup, glycerin, water; cooking oil, rubbing alcohol.  You might set out six glasses and then fill two and act like you are done.  Wait for the children to respond.
2. Using separate spoons, stir several drops of food coloring into the liquids: red into light corn syrup, yellow into glycerin, green into water, none into cooking oil, blue into alcohol.  Again, in some way indicate that you are finished, even when it is obvious you are not.
3. Pour about 1 inch of each liquid into the remaining glass as follows:

a)
Pour red into the center of the glass without letting liquid hit the side.

b)
Tilt the glass and pour yellow into point where red meets the side of the glass.

c)
Pour green liquid down the side of the tilted glass; then clear; then blue.  Each liquid should float on the top of the previous liquid.  Hold the glass upright to see rainbow.

Conclude:
Say: What would have happened if I had not been diligent to follow instructions or to finish this task?  (We would not have had this beautiful rainbow.)

Read the Bible Verse.  “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

When we are diligent to follow instructions and complete our tasks, we will show God how much we love him.  Whatever God tells us to do, we should do with all our hearts. 

A Bible Story

Peter, various Scriptures.  Adjust this story according to the age group.

One day when Jesus was walking by a lake, he saw two brothers who were fishing.  Jesus told these brothers to follow him, and he would make them fishers of men.  These men decided to follow Jesus.

One of the men was named Peter.  Peter did not know it then, but God would give him a very difficult job because he followed Jesus.  One time, Peter and some of Jesus’ other helpers were on a boat, and Jesus came walking on the water to them.  Peter said he wanted to walk on the water out to Jesus.  When Jesus told him to come, Peter was able to walk on the water a little bit, but then he fell in.  Another time, when Jesus asked his helpers who they thought he was, Peter had the right answer.  He said Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God.

But Peter did not always do the right thing.  When Jesus was arrested in a garden, Peter took his sword and cut off the ear of one of the people who were arresting him.  And when Jesus was on trial, three times Peter told people that he did not know Jesus.  When Peter realized what he had done, he was very sad.

Three days later, when Peter heard that Jesus had risen, he probably thought Jesus would not want to see him.  But Jesus loved Peter.  He talked to Peter, and told him he still had more work to do, even though Jesus was going to go back to heaven.

Some weeks later, the Holy Spirit came to Peter and some of Jesus’ other helpers.  Peter preached a wonderful sermon to tell people about Jesus.  Peter spent the rest of his life telling people about Jesus.  God had given him a task to do, and Peter was diligent to stay with that task until it was complete.

Peter was diligent to preach the truth, even when other people didn’t want to hear it.  He told people the truth about Jesus even when they imprisoned him and  threatened to kill him.  He answered them:  “We ought to obey God rather than men.”  (Acts 4:1-20& Acts 12:1ff)

Peter was diligent to follow the Lord’s instructions.  When God told him to take the good news about Jesus to Gentiles who had never heard, he obeyed and many followed Jesus as their Savior.  (Acts 10)

Peter was diligent to study God’s word, even when it was hard to understand.  (II Peter 3:15-16)

Peter was diligent to finish the work God had for him, even when it cost him his life  (Jn 21:18-19.

Peter shows that sometimes we fail and are not as faithful or diligent as we should be.  That is what grace is for.  But he also shows that God does great things when we follow Him, and that is what diligence is for.







Diligence is accepting each task as a special assignment from the Lord

and using all my energies to do it quickly and skillfully.


