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I.        MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE FOR HELPING CHILDREN INCORPORATE "INITIATIVE".

INITIATIVE vs Unresponsiveness

Recognizing and doing what needs to be done before I am asked to do it.  


I Will:

· do what is right before being told.  

· not put off until tomorrow the things I can do today.  

· contribute to the success of the whole team.  

· be a part of the solution rather than the problem.  

· look for ways to help others. 

Overview: Children need to understand that “doing what needs to be done” can cover a whole spectrum.  The first thing that may come to mind might be helping around the house with chores.  Of course helping can be extended to helping at church, or a neighbor. A child who uses Friday afternoon to get his homework done for the weekend is showing initiative.  In addition to “doing”, initiative can also be shown in “saying”.  A child who expresses sincere repentance, sorrow and other such responses to situations without prompting is showing initiative. 

Help the child understand the difference between obedience and initiative.  When we are told to do something, and do it, that is obedience.  Perceiving a need and acting on that need without being told shows initiative.  Initiative and obedience go hand in hand.  The person showing initiative must first complete responsibilities for which they are already committed.   

Scripture Focus For the Month: Read about Josiah in 2 Kings, chapters 22 & 23 

Week One: I will do what is right before being told. 

        I will look for ways to help others. 

Scripture (broken into daily segments): 2 Kings 22:1,2; 22:3-8; 22:11-13; 22:16,17; 22:18-20.  Becoming King at eight years old, Josiah probably needed a lot of guidance in his life.  Yet the Bible says that he did right, not that those who were guiding him did right.  As he grew older, Josiah took a lot of initiative.  He commanded events that led to the discovery of long-forgotten scrolls.  He led the elders of Judah to make a new covenant with God, and he led the people of Judah to celebrate the Passover, which had not been done for a long time. 

Parents: Encourage your child to keep a “Character Journal.”  For this month, he would list the ways he or she has shown initiative. Help your child understand all the different things he can do without being told.  Don’t let the child get bogged down in “doing.”  Sometimes, “not doing” is just as effectively initiated, as in not watching as much TV as usual.  If your child is very young, the following may not work, but for a child 10 or older, help the child to determine how much time he spends thinking about things he should not be thinking about.  Help her or him to see that there is room for initiative in this area, and to explore what those possibilities might be. 

When your child has done something wrong, ask what they think should be done about the situation. See how well the child does at initiating a disciplinary response to his or her actions.  Of course, mom and dad have to have the final approval of discipline. 

In the area of actions, let the child think about ways he could initiate some helpful activity outside the home.  Encourage some sort of neighborhood or larger community involvement that does not focus solely around the child’s recreation and entertainment.  

Week Two: I will not put off until tomorrow the things I can do today.

Scripture:  2 Kings 23:1-3; 23:4-14*; 23:15-20; 23:21-24; 23:24-25

*This lengthy passage can be summarized by saying that Josiah got rid of all the things that people used to worship false gods, and then you might list a few of those from the text. As you read these passages, emphasize the promptness with which Josiah acted.  It would have been easy to let these things go, thinking that they have been going on for so long, why make changes now.  Josiah had a heart for God, and he knew that God was not pleased with the way things have been going. Josiah pleased God by taking prompt action. 

Parents: In the Character Journal, help your child list the areas in which they are most prone to procrastinate.  Ask the child how they might take some initiative in these areas.  Throughout the rest of the month, have the child journal any time that they promptly did something that they previously would have put off. 

Help the child understand the importance of not putting things off.  List things that, if left neglected, could have serious consequences.  Some examples are: a new battery in the smoke alarm; oil in the car; heat not turned down under a pan of oil on the stove.  Encourage the child to think about the consequences that could result.  Then bring it home by discussing some of the areas in which the child procrastinates.  Have the child speculate the consequences of delayed action.  One example:  if homework is not done on Friday, something could happen over the weekend which could prevent it from being done at all, resulting in a 0 for the work.  

Week Three: I will contribute to the success of the whole team.

Scripture: Review the scriptures already read.  Help the child identify the ways in which Josiah worked for the good of his “team,” which was the nation of Judah.  

Josiah’s first inclination was to do what was right in the sight of God.  In doing this, he did some things that were good for all the people of Judah.  Unfortunately, Josiah, with all his good efforts, could not undo some of the very evil things that the people did under a king who came before him.  It is important to realize that we cannot take care of the whole world.  God gives us one little “corner” so to speak.  When we put forth our very best effort to do what we can to improve the conditions in our own little corner, we will be pleasing to God.  Of course, that effort must begin at home.  The expression “charity begins at home” is very true.  If we are out doing things for everyone in the neighborhood, but neglecting our families, we have neglected our first team. 

Parents: Encourage the child to identify the different “teams” in his or her life: family, school class, athletic team, Sunday school class, group of friends, etc.  If possible, help the child identify their role on each team.  Are they a leader, clown, creative resource, or a quiet follower?  Help the child realize that every role on a team is important.  You may also need to help the child see where they might be a detrimental factor to their team.  Ask them to identify ways in which their behavior may not be for the good of the team. 

Once the child identifies their many life teams, help him or her to identify ways in which they can contribute to the success of that team.  Help him see the team as a jig saw puzzle.  If even one piece is missing, it is not quite right.  Each person on the team contributes pieces to the puzzle by their behavior and attitude.  When the team members contribute to the success of the team, a whole picture is completed.  

   Week Four and following: I will be part of the solution rather than the problem. 

Scripture: 2 Kings 23:26-37.  This text talks about the death of Josiah and the life of the king who followed him.  Break it down into segments, as you deem necessary.  

Josiah made an effort to stand alone against incredible forces of evil.  When things were revealed to him that needed to be changed, he immediately acted to change them.  Josiah tried very hard to be part of the solution of the problem, which was God’s wrath for all the evil that had been done before Josiah reigned, and would follow his death.  In the events leading to his death, Josiah tried to be part of the solution.  The scriptural text does not tell us a lot about what actually happened.  Historical texts by Pharaoh Neco tell how Neco gave many warnings to Josiah not to come out against him, because his battle was not with Josiah.  Neco was on the way to another battle.  Josiah thought he was protecting his people and others by putting up a stand against Neco.  Wanting to solve the problem of Egyptian incursions, Josiah unfortunately opened the door for more problems by his death.  The King who followed him was as bad as the ones preceding him, and the reforms that Josiah made were wiped out.  For his life, however, Josiah was part of a solution.  

II.
ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS FOR THE MONTH 

Sometimes initiative requires great courage.  Read to the child, or have the child read, about Douglas MacArthur, George Washington Carver (as an adult) and other inventive people such as Benjamin Franklin. 

Initiative Mobile:

Using seven long pipe cleaners, construct a mobile skeleton with as many exposed ends as possible.  On these ends, make little hooks on which a paper clip can be placed.  Hang the mobile with fishing line or string. 

Each time someone in the family is seen showing initiative, the person who spots the initiative can write the persons name and the way in which they displayed initiative on a strip of brightly colored paper, put the paper on a paper clip, and hang the clip on the mobile.  May need to occasionally be repositioned to maintain balance.  

Badges of Honor:

Devise a system of creating different badges or ribbons (military type) to recognize character.  Design a certain pattern and colors for each character quality.  Have special family times for the rewarding of these rewards for character. 

Internet Work:

Visit www.characterlink.net for research projects on such people and things as George Washington Carver, Douglas MacArthur, Whistling Swans (the demonstration of initiative in Nature), Tuskegee, Jesup Wagon, flight principles and cygnets.  Allowing the child to create his or her own project will increase initiative.  

III.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH OR CHILDREN’S SERMON IDEAS

Object Lesson: “Believing in God and His power makes us want to worship Him.”

(Thumb Wrap.) 

Materials:  Book-marked Bible at Psalm 95:6,7; masking tape, several objects i.e. pencil, paper, book, a cup of water, marker, paper clip. 

Introduction:  Josiah and the people of Judah realized that they had not been worshiping God as God desired.  When we learn about Him, as Josiah did when he read the scrolls, we will want to worship God, because He made us. 

Object Talk: 1. Wrap the thumb and first finger of a volunteer’s writing hand.  Ask the volunteer to try to write his or name on a piece of paper.  2. Repeat with other volunteers and these tasks: turn pages of a book, drink cup of water; pick up a paper clip, open a door, button or unbutton a coat or sweater, etc. 3. Discuss the activity by asking WHAT MADE YOUR TASK SO HARD TO DO?  WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF YOU DIDN’T HAVE A THUMB?" " WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF YOU ONLY HAD THUMBS ON YOUR HANDS?  Allow volunteers to respond to these questions. 

Conclusion:  God made all of our parts to work together just right.  Read the scripture.  Say THESE VERSES TALK ABOUT GOD AS THE ONE WHO MADE US.  ONE WAY TO WORSHIP GOD IS BY THANKING HIM FOR MAKING US SO WONDERFULLY PUT TOGETHER.  Idea taken from The Big Book of Kid Sermons and Object Talks, Gospel Light Publishers, Page 23.

Discussion Questions:  1. WHAT ARE SOME THINGS IN NATURE THAT GOD HAS MADE THAT WORK TOGETHER VERY WELL?  2. WHAT ARE SOME WAYS THAT PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH WORK TOGETHER AS PART OF A TEAM?  

Story: JOSIAH: Taken from 2 Kings 22 & 23. Find appropriate visuals that will enhance the telling of this important story.

Can you imagine being a king at eight years old?  You could have a lot of fun, couldn’t you?  Maybe you would eat only the food you wanted to eat, or go only where you wanted to go.  You would be in charge and people would have to do what you say. [Get some ideas from the children of what they would do if they were king.] 

A little boy named Josiah became the King of Judah when he was eight years old.  Of course, he had to have some adults guiding him to make right decisions.  These adults must have been very good models, because as Josiah got older, he showed good initiative.  He wanted to have some people take care of the Temple (which is where his people worshiped God). While they were caring for the Temple, they found some very old scrolls, which are an old kind of book.  The things that were written in these scrolls told Josiah that the people of Judah were doing things that God did not like.  Josiah wanted the people to please God, so he gathered them together and they made a new promise to serve God.  This was called a covenant. Then Josiah took away all of the things which had turned the people away from God, such as idols.  Finally, Josiah told the people that they were going to celebrate the Passover.  This was a special worship service where the people remembered how God had taken their ancestors out of the land of Egypt with Moses. King Josiah and the people had not had this worship service in their lifetimes.  

Josiah was very young when he got killed in a battle with a Pharaoh (King) from Egypt.  Even though he had a short life, he took the initiative to make that life as meaningful to God and the people he ruled as he could.  We should try very hard to be like Josiah. Remember, it does not matter how young we are, we can always take the initiative to do the right thing for God and for others. 
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