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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.
THE FIVE “I WILLS” OF CAUTIOUSNESS

By Bob and Trisha Hicks

Missionaries, Helping Hands for Him

Wausau, Florida

“It is not good for a person to be without knowledge, and he who hurries his footsteps errs.”

Proverbs 19:2

I will think before I act.
The apostle James reminded us in his letter to be “quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.”  (James 1:19)  We do well to mind his caution to think before we speak or act.  Isn’t it true that so many times we find ourselves in undesirable situations or circumstances that might well have been prevented if only we had exercised caution before we responded to people or circumstances?  Those who do not exercise the caution of godly prudence over their words and actions, often find themselves isolated and discouraged due to their rashness.  Fellowship becomes strained, and relationships suffer when we do not think before we speak and act.

Think about it.  Which person would be the most useful and trustworthy in your next committee meeting?  Is it the person who compulsively says, “I spoke up because I just had to say something,” or is the person who states thoughtfully, “I spoke up because I had something to say?”    Measure your words and actions according to their impact.  Act meaningfully, not impulsively, and you will gain the influence that others award through their trust.

I will follow safety rules.
Several months ago I found myself at the home improvement superstore needing a product from the top shelf, 20 feet in the air.  I waited as the Associate took all the necessary precautions to get the heavy item down.  He drove the forklift slowly to the site with lights flashing and beeper beeping, and positioned it close to the shelf to keep him from stretching to reach the item.  He blocked off the aisle with chains.  He wore a back brace and hardhat, and strapped on a harness to keep from falling.  He instructed us to stand back, then checked beneath him as he lowered the lift back to ground level.  A lot of steps were taken to insure everyone’s safety, and every step made sense.

Safety rules are established guidelines that keep us away from damage, danger and harm.  They are designed to protect us from undesirable consequences.  Most safety rules have been established because someone in the past has been hurt, seriously injured, or killed due to a lack of caution.  In the workplace the greatest threat to our safety occurs when we disregard safe practices in the interest of speed and convenience.
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There are also divine safety “rules” in the Bible that protect us from physical and spiritual harm, and from eternal death.  Rules like, “You shall not bear false witness… You shall not commit adultery… You shall not covet… Lean not on your own understanding… speak the truth in love… let your ‘yes’ mean ‘yes’… if you love Me, keep my commandments… pray without ceasing…”  God has put them there for both our temporal and eternal benefit because He loves us, and wants the best for us.  It is time to take His words to heart. 

Seldom is the path of caution the fastest route to your objective, but it is the surest, and it will get you there just the same, again and again and again.  Don’t let impatience put you in jeopardy.

I will ask permission.
“Shoot first.  Ask questions later.”  These are the words of a corporate superstar who enjoyed a meteoric rise through the ranks right up to his glorious flameout.  Eventually his rash philosophy caught up to him and thundered him to the dust.  Too many violations of protocol, too many promises that could not be kept, too many Lone Ranger decisions that paid off for a while until they backfired. 

“Render to all what is due them… custom to whom custom.. honor to whom honor.”

Romans 13:7

Some act as if asking permission is beneath their dignity, but those who are schooled in the ways of character know that asking permission establishes relationships, honors coworkers and authorities, and builds teamwork.  Do you like to be asked for permission regarding things that are within your sphere of responsibility, or do you prefer for others to just assume your permission without having actually received it?  It is not hard to see why this is so important for future relationships between individuals.  Be sensitive to the concerns of others by asking permission.  This grace-of-caution demonstrates your trustworthiness to those in authority, protects your backside, and makes others more inclined to assist in accomplishing your aspirations.  The Bible says, ”You have not because you ask not,”  [James 4:2b] so ask.  Asking permission breaks the back of self-will.

I will talk at the right time.
“Like apples of gold in settings of silver

Is a word spoken in right circumstances.”

Proverbs 25:11

When we find ourselves in stressful environments it is easy to run-on-at-the-mouth as we search for something to say.  We nervously try to set ourselves and others at ease by filling the air with sound, but many times it just puts everyone more on edge.

Why are we so afraid to allow the Lord to direct the conversation?  Why do we have to speak when there is nothing more to say?  What compels us to direct nothing to God, and meaningless drivel to others?  In stressful times our prayers are our most powerful words.

Prayerful hearts tell us when to hold our peace, and what and when to speak to our circumstances.  Think of listening for God in prayer as a kind of spiritual apple picking.  You want words that are ripe and delicious, so you patiently wait for the proper season.  You know that the words chosen in season are the most palatable and nourishing.  So be patient.  God will not ripen the apples of gold for us to speak until it is peak listening season for the hearer.  Covenant to talk to God always, and to others in their seasons of receptivity.

“It is circumstance and proper timing that give an action its character and make it either good or bad.”  - Anon
I will look out for danger.
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There are dangers that are visible and evident which are easy to define and usually easy to avoid.  Generally they are physical; be cautious around fire, look both ways before you cross the street, seek shelter during a storm.  There are, however, dangers far greater that cannot be seen with our eyes.  Some of these are also physical like viruses, and germs, but generally, and more significantly, many of these invisible dangers are moral, ethical and spiritual.  They may be real or potential and they require an active vigilance on our part.

The Apostle Peter instructs us to be ever on our guard.  “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”  This vigilance is not a source of anxiety that robs us of our peace and serenity, for in the verse immediately preceding Peter reminds Christians to cast all their “anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.”  [I Peter 5:7-8].  Rather, our vigilance should increase our sense of calm as we look to the Lord for protection,
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Pastors are to be especially vigilant, and are referred to as “watchmen.”  In the pattern of Moses they remind God’s people to beware of our greatest danger, which is to forget the Lord.  [Deut 6:12]  In fact, one of the most interesting word studies in relation to the theme of cautiousness is to trace the use of the word “beware” in Scripture.  We are told repeatedly to beware of false prophets and religious leaders, men, evil workers, evil thoughts, and covetousness.  We are also told repeatedly to “watch.”

Your mind will ever be your greatest spiritual battleground.  It is the gateway to your affections and will.  If you will make it your task to bring every thought into the captivity of Christ, the Holy Spirit will be your vanguard, going before you to keep you from sin and harm.

Cautiousness in Nature
One of nature’s most cautious creatures is the prairie dog.  The prairie dog takes extraordinary precautions in preparation for danger.  It builds an intricate system of mounds and never ending tunnels to protect itself from predators and extreme weather, without which it would be defenseless.  Since an attack or storm could come at any time, most of the prairie dog’s time is spent repairing and expanding his underground defense, keeping it in a constant state of readiness.

The entrance to the tunnel network is through mounds that are much more than simple piles of dirt.   They are watchtowers that stand as tall as three feet high by six feet wide, and also serve as a barrier to flood waters.

The prairie dog takes other specific precautions that vary according to predator.  To defend against coyotes who like to sneak up on their prey, the prairie dog mows the grass in a ten-foot radius from its nest entrance.  To protect itself from hawks who rely strictly upon the element of surprise and must strike successfully on the first pass, prairie dogs are vigilant to notice passing shadows.  Once a shadow is spotted the dog barks a two-syllable call that alerts the others.

Cautiousness is a daily way of life that allows the prairie dog to flourish in dangerous circumstances.  It is the key to our well being too.

Cautiousness in History
One of the most cautious men in history was the General who became our first President, George Washington.  From the onset of our struggle for independence Washington realized he was outgunned and out manned by a British army that was superior in every way.  Their forces were better equipped and trained, had greater discipline, and were backed by the most powerful navy and economy on earth.  How could the poor Continentals win?  At least in the beginning they couldn’t, and Washington knew it, so he devised an extremely cautious strategy of limited engagements followed by strategic retreats.  For years he refused to go head to head against the full force of the British unless he had the element of surprise. 

“The scars of others

should teach us caution.”

His attempts to hold New York were disastrous.  He lost a sizeable part of his army in Brooklyn, and was defeated again on Long Island, but escaped across the river in the knick of time.  His rear guard skirmishes across Manhattan and New Jersey enabled his army to escape across the Delaware River to the safety of Pennsylvania.

He lost the capital of Philadelphia, but signaled the Continental Congress in time to evacuate.  Since Philadelphia had no strategic importance the British victory rang hollow as the Congress reconvened elsewhere.

Washington knew that to lose his army was to lose the nation, so despite the extreme frustration of infrequent victories, for 8-1/2 years his careful planning, cautiousness, and flexibility enabled his ragtag army to always fight another day, all the while draining the British of their treasury, men, and resolve. 

He relied upon a network of spies for crucial intelligence in an era when spying was unfashionable and beneath the dignity of a gentleman.  He was also cautious with his tongue and reactions to disconcerting events.  His aid George Mercer observed how in times of great stress Washington kept “all the muscles of his face under perfect control.”  John Adams was so impressed by Washington’s power of prudence that he identified “self command” as the General’s most admirable character quality.

[image: image8.wmf]He also guarded against the temptations of ego for the good of the nation.  As the war wound down, Congress became more neglectful of the army, and slow to pay.  In March of 1783 the troops rashly urged Washington to seize power, and when he resisted they resolved to march on congress anyway.  Washington spoke to the men but they were unpersuaded until he decided to read a letter he had received from a congressman.  As he reached into his coat for his glasses, Washington said, “Gentlemen, you will permit me to put on my spectacles, for I have not only grown gray, but almost blind, in the service of my country.”  Several officers were so touched that they cried, and the day was carried.  One historian remarked that “this was probably the most important single gathering ever held in the United States,”  (biographer James Thomas Flexner) and it was punctuated by Washington’s prudence.  He knew that the overthrow or intimidation of Congress by the military would create a disastrous imbalance from which the nation might never recover, and he took every precaution of persuasion to turn his men back from their folly, even though Washington might have experienced great power and personal profit by their actions.

Washington’s cautiousness was a virtue that required great courage in its exercise.  His sense of timing and proportion reveal a caution not born of fear, but of wisdom and courage.  His cautiousness enabled America to gain the victory, and without it, we might never have become a free and independent nation. 

Cautiousness at Home
There is an old, and unfortunately true, adage that says “familiarity breeds contempt.”  This can be very true in our homes for we often say rash and callous things to those whom we hold dear, that we would never say to our neighbors or friends.  Our homes should be places of rest where we can be our “normal” selves, and this is a reasonable expectation.  But when our guards are down, we often reveal through our words and actions that our “normal” characters are characters that know little of the disciplines of prudence and caution.  Our “normal” selves should reveal us to be people who are always striving to row upstream against our sin natures to become more like the Christ who dwells in our hearts.  Every Christian has two selves.  One is in the fashion of who we used to be, people born in and bound by sin.  The other is in the fashion of who we are becoming, the image of our Lord Jesus Christ, as He works his character out through our lives.  It is easy for us to think that the “normal” self is the old self, but that would be a mistake.  It just feels normal because it is familiar.  In fact, for the Christian, the new self is the “normal” self, but because it is less familiar it requires work to become natural.  Let your character laboratory be your home.  Start practicing the character of Christ in your home first, and this month is your opportunity to work on cautiousness by guarding your tongue at home.  It will be hard at first, but your determination will call forth the power of the Holy Spirit to transform you from the inside out.

Cautiousness at Work

“Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…”

II Peter 3:14

We have already spoken to the topic of cautiousness at work when we drew lessons from the home improvement store, and later from the sales executive who failed through imprudence.  Perhaps one final word on the topic might be helpful.  Be cautious to honor the Lord at work by loving virtue more than profit.  It will profit you nothing to gain the whole world but lose your own soul through compromise of your integrity.  Whether your employer realizes it or not, your integrity is a valuable asset to your company.  Be cautious against the temptation to sacrifice everything for the bottom line, and look for ways to subtly encourage others to retain integrity in their pursuit of profit.  To make your point without being “preachy” right timing will be crucial to your success, and you will have to pick your spots.  Take caution to honor the Lord and His Word through every silent action at your job, then ask Him to establish the work of your hands.  

Cautiousness at Church
Train your gaze on the “faith focused” definition at the bottom of each page.  “Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.”  Cautiousness at church is nothing more than the humble acknowledgement that our natural inclinations are wrong so often we should never trust them.  We must cry out to God daily for His Biblical wisdom and Spirit-led guidance.  God knows that our knowledge is finite, and He bids us to tap into His infinite wisdom.  He says through the prophet Jeremiah, “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”*   He promises through the psalmist, Asaph, that if you “call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”**   There is no way to honor God by leaning upon your own understanding.  Program into the life of your church the cautious discipline of waiting upon God for His direction in everything.  It only makes sense that the One who declares himself to be the Way, Truth, and Life would be best qualified to keep us on the right path. 

[*Jeremiah 33:3;  ** Psalm 50:15]
Cautiousness in the Community
There are lots of different types of communities.  Communities can be defined by geography, ethnicity, or socio-economic status.  They can be identified by vocation, or religion, or gender.  Sometimes communities are comprised of people who cut across those boundaries and unite for a common interest, such as a charitable concern like Habitat for Humanity or to support a community theatre, or homeless shelter.  Communities can be defined by a common adversity, such as a divorce recovery group, or a cancer survivors group.  A sports team is a community, as is its collection of boosters and fans.

We are all part of some larger community, and usually also find ourselves within a sub community of that larger community as well.  For instance you may be a member of a large church, but may also be part of a smaller, more intimate study group.  You may sing in the choir, but be one of the few, the proud, and the brave… the tenors.  Or you may be a citizen of Cincinnati but, because you live close to downtown, your community finds itself in competition for funds with newer communities on the outskirts.

Here is a vital truth about communities.  Every larger community tends to fragment into smaller communities that are more selfish than the whole, and it is precisely here that cautiousness is such an important virtue.  We must be cautious to never allow our own interests to work against the greater good.  We must be on guard against factionalism and division.  A house divided against itself cannot stand.


From the Heart
By Steve Withrow

A pillar has fallen.  

I write this month with a mixture of sadness and joy because a wonderful friend of the Character Council passed into the presence of the Lord on March 11th.  Dr. John Pierce was one of the active catalysts in the formation of the Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, and served as Chairman of the Faith Committee until he was diagnosed with leukemia last Spring.  The diagnosis came as a terrible shock.  John was always a bundle of energy who signed his e-mails, “Enthusiastically, John Pierce,” and who loved the catch phrase, “God is busy!”  A dear friend commented at the Memorial Service this past weekend, “God had to be busy… in order to keep up with John.”
John was a brilliant man whose doctoral thesis at MIT was one of the five best in the country that year.  He was an entrepreneur who lived simply and expended his considerable wealth to further the cause of Christ.  He had a passion for discipleship, and loved Jesus Christ wholeheartedly.   He had a vision from the Lord for two great works, the Character Council, and the Pierce Center for Discipleship at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, and was active in contributing to their success.  John had everything to live for, and then the news came, “John, you have leukemia.”  John lost his energy quickly.  Chemotherapy did not diminish the ultimate prognosis that the end was near.

John was never one to be caught unprepared, but how can one ever prepare for something like this?  Even Jesus, who was fully focused upon the finality and inevitability of the cross had His Gethsemane where He wrestled with the issues and emotions of life and death, and so did John, and his dear wife, Lois.  They had been there years before when Lois had hovered near death following a devastating car accident.  Her resultant healing left them both with a profound sense of gratitude, for they now viewed each new day as a generous gift from the hand of God.

Then a possibility came.  The doctors thought John might be a candidate for a stem cell transplant from his sister.  He would be the oldest person to receive such treatment, but there were no other medical options.  He became something of a medical wunderkind.  His treatments and the transplant were administered through the Ohio State University Medical Center, and as John’s sister’s stem cells began to take over, the leukemia was on the run.  As recently as a month ago, John traveled with others to Gordon Conwell  in Massachusetts, and seemed to be the picture of health.  Externally, no one could have known how much his body had endured.  He seemed to be progressing nicely toward an ultimate victory.  In the end, it was not the leukemia, but pneumonia and a staff infection that took his life due to his weakened immune system.

God seems to have made a clear statement over the past several months regarding John.  He answered our prayers for John’s healing in the way He guided the physicians.  He demonstrated clearly that if it had been his will to heal John, He certainly had the power to do it.  He extended John’s life and gave him spurts of marvelous energy to consolidate and solidify the factors that would contribute to the ongoing success of the ministries he was so devoted to.  But in the end the Lord wanted John home.  We yield to His wisdom and benevolent purposes.

As we consider the character quality of caution for April, I am mindful of the precautions that John took to enable the vision to continue.  He put capable people in charge of the website and Faith Committee, and took precautions to ensure the vision could prosper without him.  He has endowed the ministries he so loved, and placed capable hands at Lois’ disposal to help in the administration of the ongoing vision.

John’s model of character is not our destination.  The Spirit calls us to look beyond to the One he served; Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of our faith.  We are in the Lenten season, and there are so many scenes from the end of Jesus’ life where we see the extreme caution he took to prepare his followers for what was beyond.  He had many heart-to-hearts with them, even before the last supper.  He warned Peter of his pending denial of Christ, so that when Peter fell into betrayal it would humble him rather than destroy him.  On the cross he was careful to delegate the responsibility for his mother’s well being to the Apostle John.  He promised the Holy Spirit to comfort and guide them after His ascension.  And amazingly, even as he carried the cross to Golgotha he issued words of caution to those who wept for Him,  “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but for yourselves, and for your children,” for he foresaw the destruction of Jerusalem that was to come in a few short years.

John Pierce was prepared for the end of his life, and Jesus was prepared for the end of His.  Are you prepared for your own final chapter?  Have you set your house in order?  Do you know Jesus Christ personally, and have the assurance of eternal life?  To be unprepared for such an inevitability takes the joy out of the final gateway.  Be cautious with your soul.  --SW

The Benefits of Practicing the Monthly Character Quality

Benefits to God

Brings God honor by demonstrating to Him our love, trust, and obedience in trying to develop the character qualities of Jesus Christ as He directed us to do.

Brings God pleasure as Father in seeing us grow up into the likeness of His Son Jesus (Who was perfect humanity and His design for us) so that we can become and do all He created us to be and do, both in this life and the life to come.

Brings God love as we come into a more intimate, personal relationship with Jesus.

Benefits to Others

Brings benefits to others as they personally experience directly the effects of the Christian’s practice of good character, e.g. the energy of a smile, wholeheartedness in helping, keeping of promises, respect, truthfulness, etc.

Informs others by demonstrating what the character qualities and benefits look like in real life.

Encourages others by seeing a real person who believes in the importance of practicing good character, and by seeing that a real person can in fact develop and practice good character

Benefits to the Christian

Brings joy in pleasing God, the highest priority of the Christian’s life.

Promotes intimacy in the Christian’s personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Contributes to the Christian’s receiving love, strength, wisdom, other blessings from the Lord.

Helps the Christian grow in character qualities of Jesus Christ.

Develops value for the Christian both for this life and the life to come.

Enhances the Christian’s self-acceptance, self-confidence and self-satisfaction.

Increases the Christian’s productivity and accomplishments.

Improves the relationships of the Christian with other people.

Helps the Christian reach his or her full potential.

Brings joy to the Christian in pleasing and receiving affirmation of other people who are important to him or her, e.g. spouse, family, pastor, friends, co-wonders, group members, etc.

Brings joy to the Christian in helping to benefit spouse, family, and others.

Brings joy to the Christian in helping to build a better community, workplace, and world.  --  JLP

April, 2003





Focusing our Hearts, Thoughts, and Actions on the Pursuit of Christlike Character


CHARACTER HELPS


			For CAUTIOUSNESS vs Rashness





Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky


www.charactercincinnati.org





Reproduction and adaptation is encouraged





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





    Flexibility       Flexibility       Flexibility       Flexibility       Flexibility     





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





A character quality is a usual pattern of moral thinking, speaking, and acting – a habit.  Good character qualities, like any habits, can be developed by making decisions and taking actions that reinforce those habits.  Practicing the “I Wills” of a character quality helps develop it as a habit.  In this process the Christian has the invaluable opportunity for Jesus Christ to empower and to help.





      Sow a thought, reap an action  >  habit  >  character  >  destiny





Seldom is the path of caution the fastest route to your objective, but it is the surest…





Let your character laboratory be your home…





Every larger community tends to fragment into smaller communities that are more selfish than the whole…











Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.
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