[image: image1.wmf]

For DILIGENCE vs Slothfulness
B

Faith Committee, Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky

Reproduction and adaptation is encouraged
Humility is acknowledging that achievement results from the investment of others in my life.

FIVE “I WILLS”

By Bob and Trisha Hicks

Missionaries, Helping Hands for Him

“But He gives a greater grace.

Therefore it says, ‘God is opposed to the proud, but  gives grace to the humble.’”

James 4:6
I WILL PRAISE MY PARENTS,

TEACHERS, TEAMMATES AND COACHES
When we praise those in authority, as well as our co-workers, we demonstrate a submission that is vital for us to develop true humility.  We also demonstrate tangible humility when we adopt the spirit of a servant who will willingly follow the instructions that the authorities over us, or even knowledgeable co-workers, give.  This servant-attitude honors them, and brings honor to the Lord as well.  Our willingness to work with others in a pride-less way will multiply the results that are accomplished.  Everyone wins when humility is in the forefront.

I WILL NOT THINK MORE HIGHLY OF MYSELF THAN I OUGHT
“For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”  (Romans 12:3)  “God has allotted to each of us a measure of faith.”  Think about that for a moment.  You didn’t conjure it.  You didn’t earn it.  You didn’t deserve it.  God gave it to you.  He gave you His Son, and he gave you the faith to receive His Son.  And whatever you accomplish in the Kingdom and in life is His gift, for he has enabled you.  Whenever we think of ourselves we should do so in light of the faith given to us by God.  When we view our lives, our accomplishments, etc., from that perspective, our reason to praise ourselves drifts into the distance.  And now, in the forefront of our thoughts is God, and what He has done in and through us.  He is the one we think highly of.  He is the one we esteem, and not ourselves.

I WILL TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL MY ACTIONS

This is a significant statement.  It says, “I am a responsible person.”  But sometimes we’re less than responsible.  We fall.  We sin.  We drop the ball.  It happens to all of us.  Each of us has at one time or another been confronted for our irresponsibility, and as we feel the pressure arise within, we have two options.  One is the path of pride, to defend myself, and deflect the blame to others or to circumstances.  The second is the path of humility, to admit my failure, and commit to be more responsible in the future.   The first choice will leave me to stand alone in my foolish and prideful response.  The second choice will permit God’s grace to sustain and mature me.  Which choice will be yours?

I WILL TRY AGAIN AFTER EACH DEFEAT

“For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again, but the wicked stumble in time of calamity.”  (Proverbs 24:16)  Have you ever considered, that to remain defeated after we fall is a subtle form of pride?  We protect ourselves by disengagement.  We quit so as to not suffer the humiliation of defeat again.  But the call of humility is the call to rise again through the grace that God extends to us in times of trial.  Each time we swallow our pride and rise again, God strengthens us.  Our failures humble us because they show us our weaknesses, but true humility rises again with full dependence upon God to do through us what we cannot do by ourselves.  We dare not use failure as an excuse to quit.  True humility reaches still higher for God and His strength to continue.  Don’t stop.  Don’t quit.  Don’t ever give up.

I WILL GIVE CREDIT

TO THOSE WHO HAVE MADE ME SUCCESSFUL
“For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself.”  (Romans 14:7)  We need each other.  God never intended for any person to function alone.  Pride is the enemy of teamwork.  It has been said, “teamwork makes the dream work” and it is true.  Without teamwork, the work accomplished is limited.  When we work together, God blesses our work exponentially.

Humility in Nature

Turkey vultures never kill their own food.  They rely on their ability to find animals that have been killed by others or have died from natural causes.  A turkey vulture can see extremely well from a distance, spotting small objects from the sky several miles away.  It is normally the first to spot a meal, and always the last one to eat it.  The vulture is not particularly attractive, intelligent, or agile, but it is very important because it helps control the spread of diseases and prevents potential epidemics among man and beast.  The vulture is in fact, widely respected and protected for sanitary reasons.  In the same way the turkey vulture achieves its success by finding food and sharing with other predators, making them successful, we need to invest in others that they might achieve success as well.  Investing in others is the true spirit of humility;  being more concerned for others than ourselves.  The turkey vulture is not aware of the benefit he brings to others, yet, we can learn from his example.  Challenge yourself to invest in the lives around you.  Your investments will in time bring great rewards. 

Humility in History

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  (II Chronicles 7:14)  One of history’s examples of humility is to be found in the example of the Pilgrims.  The Pilgrims were English settlers who sailed on the Mayflower and landed at Plymouth, Massachusetts in July of 1620.  They established their Plymouth Colony on the shore of Cape Cod Bay.  They came to America seeking freedom to worship as they thought proper.

Their beginnings in America were humble.  With reliance upon God the Pilgrims became a lesson of how a community of believers could, with little more than courage, perseverance, and hard work, build themselves a home in a hostile world.  Their bravery set an example for future generations of Americans.  They were called “pilgrims” because they were wanderers.  They wandered in search of religious freedom.  Wandering for the cause of Christ is by its very nature a humble state of existence.  You must depend upon Another for your very life.  Because of their humility, God was able to meet them and guide them.   

Humility in the Home and Work

The biggest test of any character quality is its consistency.  We will know that the grace of humility has become ingrained in us when we act, think, and respond as humble servants in every arena of our lives.  That means I will be the same humble person whether at home or at work.

Pride is so subtle.  It can creep into our lives and before we know it poison us with attitudes of entitlement and self-importance.  We can even get to the point where we feel that self-love is the basis for our ability to love others.  After all, am I not to love my neighbor as myself?  It doesn’t take long before we fall back into the old patterns of self-absorption.

The great thing about true humility is that is snaps us out of the sense that we must love ourselves first to love others.  When we truly realize and accept that everything we have is the result of the Lord and others contributing to our lives, we can forsake self-love, and posit our love where it truly belongs.  We love God, and we love others.  My own need for love has already been met by another, so I have no need to waste my energy acquiring that which I already have in Christ.  I no longer need to be “important.”  It is enough that the important One loves me.

Oh, to truly see that all that I am is a result of the contributions of others, and to see that I can contribute to their success as well.  What a joy it is to contribute to the success of a team, whether at home or at work.  Humility makes me useful.  It makes me enjoyable to be around.  And because people enjoy being around the truly humble, humility broadens my impact wherever I might find myself.

Buy-in to this fundamental truth, that you are a debtor to others, and humility will become a character quality that is consistent and translatable to any environment or circumstance.  Why?    Because humility is not the result of circumstances or environment.  It is the result of a changed heart.

Humility in the Church and the Community

The church is a community where we as Christians can practice and perfect humility.  It is a laboratory where we can discover the character that releases God’s power.  It is a workshop where we can collectively labor together to the glory of God to accomplish His purposes.  However, all too often we see just the opposite in the church.  The church community often becomes a place where individuals desire praise for their contributions, participation, and achievements, scrambling for the spotlight or for popular positions of recognition.  Sorrowfully, this is their reward… no blessings or approval from our Lord, only the approval of men.

In contrast to this sad picture, many churches have found that once they get past the pride and politics, humility becomes the source of their power and witness.  Humble churches become wise churches.  Like the Bible says, they are wise as serpents, yet harmless as doves.  As they learn to serve they become more relevant to the larger community outside their doors, and as their relevancy increases, so does the impact of their witness.

Humility is the path to greatness in God’s kingdom.  It lets God be God alone,  it honors other people, and it creates a spirit of gratitude and cooperation in me.  This is the spirit God will bless and use to reach our communities for Christ.

 “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” James 4:10  

How can we do this?  James 4:6-11 gives us God’s checklist for humility.

· Submit yourselves to God with total, unconditional surrender to His will.

· Resist the devil, allowing no secret sin or hindering weight.

· Draw nigh to God by seeking His face through Scripture.

· Cleanse your hands by confessing all sin and making restitution where needed.

· Purify your hearts, making sure there is no secret desire to continue sinning.

· Be afflicted and mourn and weep over sin and the lost.

· Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to heaviness.

· Do all this in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

· Speak not evil one of another.  

(Taken from The Power of True Success, IBLP, Oak Brook, IL)
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Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord

And seeking His will for every decision.


