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The Character Journal is a monthly e-zine designed to help parents teach Biblical character qualities to their children. Each month a different character quality is presented with suggestions for Bible lessons and projects. The length of time you spend teaching these principles to your children each day is not nearly as important as your sincerity and consistency. Begin each time with a relevant hymn or chorus. Then take a verse, theme or story from the suggestions below as the basis for your daily "Bible Time" with your family. Give relevant application of the lesson to your family; and don't forget to ask your children the questions: Who? What? Where? Why? When? and How? Get each member of the family involved by assigning different verses to be read. Finally, conclude your time with family prayer.
Please feel free to forward these mailings to others who may be interested. If you received this mailing from a friend and would like to subscribe, send an e-mail to info@hlm.org stating whether you wish to receive the mailing in either HTML or Plain Text format. Similarly, if you no longer wish to receive these mailings, just send us a message stating your wish to unsubscribe.
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Related Hymns and Choruses 
· Work for The Night Is Coming (Annie L. Coghill) 

· Rescue the Perishing (Fanny Crosby) 

· To the Work! (Fanny Crosby) 

· Bringing In The Sheaves (Knowles Shaw) 

· Have I Done My Best for Jesus? (Ensign Edwin Young) 

· Give of Your Best to The Master ( Howard B. Grose) 

· Only One Life (Avis B. Christiansen) 

Bible Verses Related to Diligence 
Spend an evening (or several) looking at just one of these verses at a time. Don't forget to ask your children the questions: Who? What? Where? Why? When? and How? Discuss with your family what each verse or story teaches about the character quality; and give vital application of how this quality can be applied to your family. Choose several verses to memorise together as a family. 

· Exodus 15:26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee. 

· Deuteronomy 4:9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 

· Deuteronomy 6:7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. {teach: Heb. whet, or, sharpen} 
· Deuteronomy 6:17 Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. 

· Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 

· Joshua 22:5 But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul. 

· Psalms 119:4 Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. 

· Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. {with...: Heb. above all keeping} 
· Proverbs 10:4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

· Proverbs 11:27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him. 

· Proverbs 12:24 The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute. {slothful: or, deceitful} 
· Proverbs 12:27 The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious. 

· Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. 

· Proverbs 21:5 The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want. 

· Proverbs 22:29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men. {mean...: Heb. obscure men} 
· Proverbs 27:23 Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. {look...: Heb. set thy heart} 
· Luke 12:58 When thou goest with thine adversary to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou mayest be delivered from him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison. 

· 2 Corinthians 8:7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 

· 2 Corinthians 8:22 And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in you. {I have: or, he hath} 
Bible Stories 
· The parable of the talents in Matthewl chapter 25:14-30 

· Diligence illustrated in the following Bible characters
Jacob # Ge 31:40 
Ruth # Ru 2:17 
Hezekiah # 2Ch 31:21 
Nehemiah, &c # Ne 4:6 
Psalmist # Ps 119:60 
Apostles # Ac 5:42 
Apollos # Ac 18:25 
Titus # 2Co 8:22 
Paul # 1Th 2:9 
Onesiphorus # 2Ti 1:17 

Character Definitions 
· Welcoming each task as a special assignment from the Lord and using all my energies to complete it (IBLP) 

· Steady and earnest in application; industrious. »French, from diligens, -entis, present participle of Latin diligere to choose (Chambers Dictionary) 


How to Demonstrate Diligence
to God 

· Listening to His Word (Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 55:2) 

· Keeping His commandments (Deuteronomy 6:17; 11:13) 

· Studying the Bible (2 Tim 2:15) 

· Guarding against defilement (Hebrews 12:15) 

· Seeking to be found spotless (2 Peter 3:14) 

· Discovering our life calling (2 Peter 1:10) 

· Teaching our children (Deuteronomy 11:19) 

to Parents 

· Rising early in the morning (Proverbs 20:13) 

· Taking the initiative in helping with chores before you're asked 

· Going beyond the assignments you are given 

· Investing in the lives of your brothers and sisters 

· Honouring them and speaking well of them in front of others 

· Do the jobs no one else wants to do 

to your Civil Authorities 

· Pray for your civil authorities (1 Timothy 2:2) 

· Offer to serve your civil authorities 

to your Employers 

· Arrive early for work 

· Avoid wasting time on the job 

· Make sure you understand your responsibilities 

· Seek to master your trade 


Potpourri 
On February 22, 1899, the publisher of a small-town newspaper was discussing with a friend who the real hero of the Spanish-American war was. He wrote down his thoughts in an hour and put them in a leftover spot in his newspaper. Soon orders came for more copies, and eventually forty million reprints of that article were distributed around the world. This is a powerful testimony to the worldwide recognition of the importance of diligence.

A Letter to Garcia
"When war broke out between Spain and the United States, it was very necessary to communicate quickly with the leader of the insurgence. Garcia was somewhere in the mountain vastness of Cuba - no one knew where. No mail or telegraph message could reach him. The President must secure his cooperation, and quickly. What to do!

"Someone said to the President, 'There is a fellow by the name of Rowan. He will find Garcia for you, if anybody can.' Rowan was sent for and given a letter to be delivered to Garcia.

"How the 'fellow by the name of Rowan' took the letter, sealed it up in an oilskin pouch, strapped it over his heart, in four days landed by night off the coast of Cuba from an open boat, disappeared into the jungle, and in three weeks came out on the other side of the island, having traversed a hostile country on foot and delivered his letter to Garcia - are things I have no special desire now to tell in detail.

"The point I wish to make is this: McKinley gave Rowan a letter to be delivered to Garcia; Rowan took the letter and did not ask, 'Where is he at?' There is a man whose form should be cast in bronze and the statue placed in every college of the land. It is not book-learning young men need, nor instruction about this and that, but a stiffening of the vertebrae which will cause them to be loyal to a trust, to act promptly, to concentrate their energies: do the thing - 'carry the message to Garcia.'

"General Garcia is dead now, but there are other 'Garcias.' No man who has endeavored to carry out an enterprise in which many hands are needed has not been appalled by the inability or unwillingness of workers to concentrate on a task and do it.

"Slipshod assistance, foolish inattention, dowdy indifference, and halfhearted work seem to be the rule. Put this matter to a test: You are sitting now in your office - six clerks are within call. Summon any one and make this request:

"'Please look in the encyclopedia and make a brief memorandum for me concerning the life of Correggio.'

"Will the clerk quietly say, 'Yes, sir,' and go do the task? He will not. He will look at you out of a fishy eye and ask one or more of the following questions:

"'Who was he?' 'Which encyclopedia?' 'Was I hired for this?' 'Don't you mean Bismark?' 'What's the matter with Charlie doing it?' 'Is there any hurry?' 'Should I bring the book and let you look it up?' 'What do you want to know for?'

"After you answer his questions and explain how to find the information and why you want it, the clerk will no doubt go off and get one of the other clerks to help him try to find 'Garcia' - and then come back and tell you there's no such man.

"This incapacity for independent action, this moral stupidity, this infirmity of the will, this unwillingness to cheerfully catch hold and lift - these are the things that drive employers to despair.

"We have recently been hearing much maudlin sympathy expressed for the 'downtrodden denizens of the sweat shop' and the 'homeless wanderers in search of honest employment' and often with it all go many hard words for the men in power.

"Nothing is said about the employer who grows old before his time in a vain attempt to get frowzy ne'er-do-wells to do intelligent work, and his long, patient striving after 'help' that does nothing but loaf when his back is turned.

"In every store and factory there is a constant weeding-out process going on. The employer is constantly sending away 'help' that have shown their incapacity to further the interests of the business.

"I know one man who has not the ability to manage a business of his own and yet who is absolutely worthless to anyone else because he constantly carries with him the suspicion that his employer is oppressing or intending to oppress him. He cannot give orders, and he will not receive them. Should a message be given him to take to Garcia? Tonight, this man walks the streets looking for work. No one who knows him dares hire him.

"In our pitying, let us drop a tear or two for the men who are striving to carry on a great enterprise, whose working hours are not limited by the whistle, whose hair is fast turning white through the struggle to hold in line indifference and the heartless ingratitude which, but for their enterprise, would be both hungry and homeless.

"My heart goes out to the man who does his work when the boss is away as well as when he is at home, and the man who, when given a letter to Garcia, quietly takes it without asking any idiotic questions and delivers it.

"The world cries out for such. He is needed, and needed badly - the man who can carry a letter to Garcia."

Condensed and adapted from "A Letter to Garcia" by Elherd Hubbard 


DILIGENCE 

1) Christ, an example # Mr 1:35 Lu 2:49 
2) REQUIRED BY GOD IN 
2a) Seeking him # 1Ch 22:19 Heb 11:6 
2b) Obeying him # De 6:17 11:13 
2c) Hearkening to him # Isa 55:2 
2d) Striving after perfection # Php 3:13,14 
2e) Cultivating Christian graces # 2Pe 1:5 
2f) Keeping the souls # De 4:9 
2g) Keeping the heart # Pr 4:23 
2h) Labours of love # Heb 6:10-12 
2i) Following every good work # 1Ti 5:10 
2j) Guarding against defilement # Heb 12:15 
2k) Seeking to be found spotless # 2Pe 3:14 
2l) Making our call, &c, sure # 2Pe 1:10 
2m) Self-examination # Ps 77:6 
2n) Lawful business # Pr 27:23 Ec 9:10 
2o) Teaching religion # 2Ti 4:2 Jude 1:3 
2p) Instructing children # De 11:19 
2q) Discharging official duties # De 19:18 
3) Saints should abound in # 2Co 8:7 
4) IN THE SERVICE OF GOD 
4a) Should be preserved in # Ga 6:9 
4b) Is not in vain # 1Co 15:58 
4c) Preserves from evil # Ex 15:26 
4d) Leads to assured hope # Heb 6:11 

5) God rewards # De 11:14 Heb 11:6 
6) IN TEMPORAL MATTERS, LEADS TO 
6a) Favour # Pr 11:27 
6b) Prosperity # Pr 10:4 13:4 
6c) Honour # Pr 12:24 22:29 
7) Illustrated # Pr 6:6-8 


A Word to the Dads
Eight Keys to a Successful Father - Part III
"What makes a successful dad?" Is it based on the amount of time you spend with your child? Is it based upon the quality of relationship you have with your wife? These are all important factors, but I think we need to rethink our definition of success. In our achievement-oriented society, we have a tendency to measure success by what we’ve done. But success is not measured by what we've done; but by what we might have done had we totally followed God's ways. How much more could we have done for God, how much stronger could our marriage have been, how much more committed to the Lord would our children have been, how much better prepared for marriage and for their life purpose could they have been had we totally followed God's ways?

Over the last few Character Journals, we have been looking at eight keys for successful dads from the Beattatitudes in Matthew 5:1-12. We saw first of all the importance of humility. Jesus said, Blessed are the poor in spirit. God loves humility. This is the starting point for rebuilding broken relationships with your children. This is a key to winning and keeping their hearts. One of Satan’s most effective ways to destroy or weaken your effectiveness as a father is to erect barriers between you and your children. Some of the most difficult words for a father to say to his child are "I was wrong. Will you forgive me? But so much hinges upon the sincerity of the father at this first point.

Second, we saw the need to deal with secret sins. What is there in your life that no one else knows about? What are the secret sins that would cause you to be ashamed if you thought someone else at church knew? What is that one area of your life that comes to mind right now? These are the areas that God wants to deal with in your life. And unless you are willing to deal with them you will never progress further in your Christian life. You will know nothing of the deep things of Jesus Christ, you will live a shallow, superficial Christian life, and you will expose your children to destructive temptations.

The third quality was meekness. Meekness involves yielding our rights. Philippians 2:7 says that Jesus "made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant." And because He was willing to yield His rights, God has exalted Him and given Him a name above every name. If you want to be exalted in the eyes of your family, don’t fight for your rights. Don’t demand their respect - earn it! If you have to keep reminding your family that you’re the boss – you’re the spiritual leader, then all indications are that you probably aren’t. They have rejected your leadership and their loyalties lie elsewhere. 

The fourth key for successful dads is having a vital spiritual purpose. As fathers we need to have a vital spiritual purpose for living. We need to be able to pass on to our children a purpose worth dying for – because if our children do not have a purpose worth dying for, they have absolutely nothing worth living for. Do your children or grandchildren, see the reality of your spirituality in the home? Do they see you behave one way in the church and another way in the home? Your children - more than any others - will resent your hypocrisy and inconsistencies and most likely reject the God you claim to be serving!

The next quality we come to is that of forgiveness. There is no such thing as a perfect child. They will fail, they will make mistakes, they will disappoint you. But please, please, please give them the freedom to fail! If your children have wronged you or offended you, the key at this point is not to withdraw your spirit from them – not to isolate yourself from them - but to draw closer to them…to show them that you love them and accept them unconditionally.

If you refuse to forgive a child because they have wronged you or hurt you or because they don’t match up to your expectations you will seriously damage your relationship with that child. Beware of making your child a prisoner of your expectations.

The parent needs to provide the child with a loving, secure relationship. And if your home is given to a negative critical atmosphere, that needs to be replaced with praise and acceptance. Criticism creates insecurities, bitterness and rebellion. Praise creates an atmosphere of love, joy and acceptance. A home that has a rebellious youth is often filled with a negative, critical atmosphere. That has to be changed!

It is amazing what a little bit of praise can do to encourage a son or a daughter. And if you can’t think of anything to praise them for, ask the Lord to show you areas where you can praise that child. Even a conceited person has at least one good quality: he doesn’t talk about other people. So praise your child for even the smallest display of a character quality.

The fifth quality is personal purity. Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart..."

I want to look briefly at Matthew 12:29. The context reveals a foundational principle in spiritual warfare. Jesus said, "How else can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.
What the Lord is saying is this: if you want to take and plunder the possessions of a strong man, then the first thing you need to do is to bind him so that he is powerless to interfere. If he is bound, you are then at liberty to plunder all that is under his jurisdiction.

Now Scripture has only one interpretation but many applications. And I want to apply this to the Christian home. If Satan wants to destroy a Christian marriage or family, where does he begin? He first has to bind the strong man - the husband and father. Because the husband and father provides a spiritual umbrella of protection for his family. That umbrella protects his family from the destructive forces of Satan.

That’s why as I work with teenagers I urge them to honour and obey their parents because the moment they disobey and rebel and step outside that umbrella of protection they expose themselves to destructive forces of Satan.

But if there are areas of weakness in the life of that husband and father, if there is moral impurity or compromise or secret sins, this provides Satan with the opportunity to attack those that are under his authority.

The word "goods" in Matthew 12:29 is a translation of the Greek word skeuos and is defined in Strong's Concordance as "a vessel [specially a wife as contributing to the usefulness of her husband]."
Do you realise that the majority of husbands and fathers in our churches today are in bondage to materialism, lust, and other destructive habits? And if there are weaknesses and inconsistencies in our lives, if there is a leak in that spiritual umbrella - then Satan will have opportunity to attack our families.

An elder of a respected evangelical church was sharing with me concerns about his rebellious teenage son. In that same conversation he boasted about travelling at 125mph down the motorway in his new car and talked freely about other compromises. Yet he failed to see the correlation between his teenage son's rebellion and his own rebellious attitude.

Galatians 6:7 says, "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man sows, that will he also reap." We need to realise that our shortcomings and compromises of God's Word will not only affect us but, also, those that we love the most. This should be a major motivation for us to resist temptation and be true to God's standards.

To be continued...


Sources used for compiling this mailing: 
· The Online Bible 

· Character Booklet 6, IBLP, Oak Brook, IL 
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