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The Character Journal is a monthly e-zine designed to help parents teach Biblical character qualities to their children. Each month a different character quality is presented with suggestions for Bible lessons and projects. The length of time you spend teaching these principles to your children each day is not nearly as important as your sincerity and consistency. Begin each time with a relevant hymn or chorus. Then take a verse, theme or story from the suggestions below as the basis for your daily "Bible Time" with your family. Give relevant application of the lesson to your family; and don't forget to ask your children the questions: Who? What? Where? Why? When? and How? Get each member of the family involved by assigning different verses to be read. Finally, conclude your time with family prayer.
Please feel free to forward these mailings to others who may be interested. If you received this mailing from a friend and would like to subscribe, send an e-mail to info@hlm.org stating your wish to receive the mailing. Similarly, if you no longer wish to receive these mailings, just send us a message stating your wish to unsubscribe.
The Character Journal is now received by over 1100 families each month. The next Character Journal will focus on the quality of self-control. If you have stories, illustrations etc. related to this quality, or if you have a testimony to share, we would enjoy hearing from you. E-mail me at Morris@hlm.org.
In His Service!
Morris Hull
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Related Hymns and Choruses 

· I Surrender All (Judson W. VanDeVenter, 1896) 

· Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken (Henry F. Lyte, 1824) 

· Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim it (Fanny J. Crosby, 1882) 

· Rescue the Perishing (Fanny J. Crosby, 1869) 

· Soldiers of Christ, Arise (Charles Wesley, 1749) 

· Take My Life and Let It Be (Frances R. Havergal, 1874) 
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Bible Verses Related to Initiative 

Spend an evening (or several) looking at just one of these verses at a time. Don't forget to ask your children the questions: Who? What? Where? Why? When? and How? Discuss with your family what each verse or story teaches about the character quality; and give vital application of how this quality can be applied to your family. Choose several verses to memorise together as a family during the month. 

Since the English word "initiative" does not appear in the Authorised Version, we have included a list of verses which relate to this important character quality.

For a more complete study, we suggest you use the Online Bible which you can download free of charge from our web site at http://www.hlm.org/html/files.htm. 

Proverbs 3:27-28 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do [it]. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. 

Proverbs 6:1-5 My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, [if] thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand [of the hunter], and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

Proverbs 13:20 He that walketh with wise [men] shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

Proverbs 14:7 Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not [in him] the lips of knowledge. 

Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 

Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established. 

Proverbs 25:21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 

Proverbs 27:12 A prudent [man] foreseeth the evil, [and] hideth himself; [but] the simple pass on, [and] are punished. 

Proverbs 28:23 He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue. 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:23-24 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 

Matthew 5:43-44 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 

Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

Romans 12:20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 

Romans 12:21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only [use] not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 

Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 

Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also [do] ye. {quarrel: or, complaint} 

James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth [it] not, to him it is sin. 
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Bible Stories 

· Abigail while still Nabal's wife (I Sam. 25:1b-35) 

· Nehemiah rebuilding the wall (Neh. 1-2 ) 

· The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) 

· Zacchaeus making restitution (Luke 19: 1-10) 

· The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 
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Character Definitions 

· Taking steps to seek after God with our whole heart. Making the best use of opportunities to witness. Assuming responsibility for the physical and spiritual encouragement of those around us. (IBLP - Character Clues Game) 

· Recognising and doing what needs to be done before I'm asked (Character First!) 

· The action of initiating something or of taking the first step or the lead; an act setting a process or chain of events in motion; an independent or enterprising act (The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary) 

· init'iative adjective serving to initiate; introductory. noun the lead, first step, often considered as determining the conditions for oneself or others; the right or power of beginning; energy and resourcefulness enabling one to act without prompting from others; the right to originate legislation, or a constitutional method of doing so. (The CHAMBERS DICTIONARY on CD-ROM) 
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How to Demonstrate Initiative

at Home 

· Praise younger brothers and sisters for even the smallest display of character. 

· Look for ways to help your parents around the house without being asked. 

· If you break or damage something, don't hide or cover it up, but quickly admit your wrong. 

· Encourage your brothers and sisters to pray together for your parents each day. 

· Memorise Scripture verses together with younger brothers and sisters and give them appropriate rewards. 

· Teach younger brothers and sisters how to present the Gospel. 

· Teach children how to initiate conversation with guests in your home and making them feel welcome. 

· Don't go to bed angry. 

· If you have the opportunity to baby-sit for friends, play games rather than watching videos, look for dishes to wash and other ways to demonstrate initiative. 

at Work/School 

· Make sure assignments are completed on time. 

· Look for ways to invest in the lives of others. 

· Pray for opportunities to present the Gospel. 

· Look for ways to praise classmates/workmates. 

· Offer to help classmates who are struggling with a particular subject. 

at Church 

· Introduce yourself to visitors and help make them feel welcome. 

· If a job needs done, check with the pastor and offer your help. 

· Volunteer to clean the church or take care of the church grounds as a family. 

· Take the initiative to pick up paper trash or return hymn books to their proper place. 

· Give your pastor the freedom to call upon you if a job needs to be done. 

· Deal with known weaknesses and sins. 
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Potpourri 


The "I Wills" of Initiative 
· I will do what is right before being told 

· I will not put off until tomorrow the things I can do today 

· I will contribute to the success of the whole team 

· I will be a part of the solution rather than the problem 

· I will look for ways to help others 

-Character First! Education Series 2
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Ways to Invest in Younger Brothers and Sisters 

Take the initiative to invest in the lives of younger brothers and sisters. Here are a few ways to motivate younger brothers and sisters to spiritual maturity. A parent's guidance is also invaluable in working with brothers and sisters.

"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven... for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." (Matthew 6:20-21) 

· Praise your siblings in public; never correct in public. 

· Only correct if absolutely necessary; earn the privilege to correct through praise. 

· Be what you want your siblings to be. 

· Pray together for your parents each day. 

· Fast and pray together during a mealtime. 

· Make a prayer list and record God's answers together. 

· Challenge them to rise early with you to pray and study God's word. 

· Choose a specific country to pray for together and research this country at the library. 

· Memorise Scripture together and then give appropriate rewards. 

· Go for a walk each morning, sharing with each other your rhema for the day. 

· Make a tape of a passage of Scripture for them to listen to at night. 

· Share your struggles and ask them to pray for specific prayer requests. 

· Receive God's grace by asking them to point out your blind spots. 

· Clear your conscience and create projects to counteract the damage of past actions and poor examples. 

· Memorise the names of God together and choose one to focus on each day. 

· Memorise the 49 character qualities and their meanings and choose one to focus on each day, being accountable to each other. 

· Discover the meaning of their names and look for ways that they are demonstrating this and them praise them for it. 

· Find out the spiritual gifts of your family members and discuss how they affect the way each one responds. 

· Research together the four types of smiles and them reward them for demonstrating a consistent smile. 

· Sing hymns together and learn hymn histories. 

· Teach them how to present the gospel. 

· Treat them better than you treat your best friend. 

· Plan a special time each month to take them out individually for a time of fellowship (i.e. dinner, picnic, the park, zoo, etc.) 

· Spend five minutes a day with each sibling talking, reading, or doing whatever they would like to do. 

· Write notes of encouragement telling them how much you appreciate them. 

· Choose a relative to whom you can express gratefulness and write a thank you letter. 

· Teach younger sisters how to sew or bake for neighbours, friends and church members. 

· Show younger brothers how to be good stewards by teaching them basic auto mechanic skills (i.e. how to change a tire, the oil, and sparkplugs.) 

· Plan special times to meet the needs of a widow in your area. 

· Teach orderliness by instructing them how to properly care for their clothes (i.e. polish shoes, do laundry, hang them up) 

· Volunteer to clean your church or take care of your church grounds together. 

Christianna Reed - COMMIT
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College Can Actually Decrease Initiative and Achievement
Carl Kellog had been taught that those who graduate from college earn more than those who do not. He believed it until he carried out a survey. To his surprise, he discovered that many who had not even graduated from high school earned more money than those with graduate degrees. He then discovered the flaw in the traditional statistics. Those who drop out of school because of drugs, immorality, or rebellion are put in the non-college classification and lower the statistics. He also found that those who graduate from college tend to work for someone else, but highly motivated young people with no college education tend to start their own businesses and be very successful.

HSC Letter, December1998/January 1999
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Initiative in the home includes: 

· Accepting the challenge of being an example for other families and looking for ways to encourage them through lessons learned 

· Parents visualising achievements for each of their children and planning ahead for training opportunities that would apply 

· Sons and daughters seeing and doing chores around the house that need to be completed 

Achieving True Success by Building a Character Family, IACC, Oklahoma City
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General Grant Leads the Way 
General Grant was to be entertained at a banquet in the city of Houston, Texas. All that money could do to make the affair a success was done. The most notable men in the Lone Star State were present. After all were seated, the headwaiter approached the place where Grant was seated and was about to pour out the first glass of wine for the guest of the occasion. Quietly and unostentatiously Grant reached forward and turned his glass down. With the true spirit of Southern chivalry, every Texan present, in the same quiet manner, reached forward and turned his glass down, and for once in the history of banqueting in the Southwest a famous dinner was served without a drop of alcoholic liquor being drunk.

H.L. Smith
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Doing Something About It 

Two strangers attended the same church for several Sundays. None spoke to them. One said, "I will give this church one more chance. If nobody speaks to me next Sunday, I'll never go there again." The other said, "I don't like this no-speaking in church. If no one speaks to me next Sunday, I'll speak to someone."

Next Sunday, the usher happened to seat both of these men one in front of the other. As usual after the service, no one greeted the other. The first man rose to stalk out forever. The second man turned, put out his hand and said, "Good morning, Sir. I'm glad to see you. Fine sermon wasn't it?"
Both were pleased at having made a friend and continued to come.
-Encyclopedia of 7,700 Illustrations
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Three Probing Questions 

· Do you wait to be told to do something that you know needs to be done? 

· Do you introduce yourself to visitors at your church or wait to be introduced by someone else? 

· When is the last time you took advantage of an opportunity to explain the Gospel to someone? 

-Character Clues Game, IBLP
Return to top of page...

The Ladies' Question 
Six young ladies linger a while after church and ask each other, "What can we do?" They decided to meet that afternoon for a little prayer meeting. There a beautiful idea was born.

The next day they went to their pastor and asked if they could have printed some calling cards with a picture of the church on them and an invitation to come and worship with them. Then they went out two and two, ringing all the doorbells in the community.

At a rooming house near the church, a man read the card and listened to their little speech, shook his head and answered, "You don't want me, I'm a vaudeville actor. No Baptist church would welcome me." After being assured he would be welcome, he finally promised to attend one time, just to prove that they were mistaken. He did attend, again and again and again. He finally gave his heart to Jesus and joined old Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky. Later he became pastor of a church in Boston, and it was through his ministry that Russell Conwell felt the call to preach. Conwell has led thousands to Christ and inspired other thousands to a closer walk with God. 
-Encyclopedia of 7,700 Illustrations
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"Here's My Hand"

F. B. Meyer told of a revival meeting that was dragging along without signs of success until one evening an elder arose and said, "Pastor, I don't believe there is going to be a revival as long as Brother Jones and I don't speak to each other." He went to Jones and said: "Brother Jones, we have not spoken for five years, let's bury the hatchet. Here's my hand." A sob broke from the audience. Soon another elder arose and said: "Pastor, I've been saying mean things about you behind your back and nice things to your face. I want you to forgive me." Many arose and confessed their wrongs and God began to visit them. A revival swept over the community for three years.

-Encyclopedia of 7,700 Illustrations
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His Eye for Sale 

He had two good eyes. Never had either of them given him any trouble. But he could see with one. He had tried it, and although his vision was limited to some extent, he could still get around.
Why not offer one of his good eyes to the hospital in the south? They would pay him good money, and he could-well, what could he do with the money? Buy himself a car? Get a new house? Make sure that he lived well for months to come?
No, he wanted to give the money to repair the church building in which he and a handful of his fellow Christians met from Sunday to Sunday. It was badly in need of some repairs. When it rained, the people inside were soaked. When it was cold, they were exposed to the bitter wind.
That's it! He would sell one of his eyes and give the money to the Lord. That would mean, of course, that he would be permanently disabled and disfigured; but he loved his Lord, and he wanted to do something for Him and for His people.
Arriving at the hospital, he offered his eye for sale; but the hospital authorities would not hear of such a thing. They immediately discouraged him and sent him back home, telling him that the members of his church should save in order to repair their church buildings. He should not have to sell his eye for that.
After this demonstration of love and sacrifice the members of his church did rally around, and although they were poor, desperately poor, repairs were duly made to the building.
Repairs were made, but it took one man to provide the incentive-one man with an eye for sale.
-The Prairie Overcomer
Return to top of page...

Taking The Initiative To Heal: Winning A Friend 

It happened when I was a very young Christian, and while it might not 

seem to have large proportions to some, it was the first large trial which 

confronted me, and it seemed to be of the utmost importance. 

Wesley had been my friend for a year or two, and then suddenly, for no 

apparent reason, he avoided me, and even refused to speak to me. To make 

matters worse, he was transferred to a night position, and I remained on a 

daytime job. I had no opportunity to see him, and yet I was aware that 

something should be done about it. 

One evening the man with whom I worked asked me if I would return and 

work until midnight. This I did, and I discovered that Wesley’s position 

required him to come to work that night in the same building. He was 

employed on the second floor and I on the first. 

Some time during the night I was required to go to the third floor for some 

information. It was necessary to pass close to Wesley’s desk. He did not 

even look at me when I went by. I wanted to speak to him, but I didn’t 

have the courage. 

No one was at work on the third floor. I remember kneeling by a chair in 

that quiet office building, and there I prayed earnestly that God would 

help me to go to Wesley. God came and helped. 

Going down to the second floor, I walked up to Wesley’s desk, and 

putting out my hand I said, "Wesley, I am a Christian, and I want to be 

your friend." 

I shall never forget the look that came into his face. To say that he was 

surprised is putting it mildly. His face turned red. He stuttered and 

stammered, and then he extended his hand to grip my outstretched one. 

"Cliff, I want to be your friend, too," said he. "This is the first time that 

anyone has ever done anything like this to me. I have been jealous of you, 

but I’m not now." 

Can you see the picture? Just two young men with clasped hands in the 

midst of a gigantic steel plant. But it was more than that! It was a picture 

of what Christ can do for a life He has entered. It is a painting of one 

"going the other mile." It is a picture of the renewing of a worthwhile 

friendship. 

I left Wesley that night with a happy heart. That incident did something 

for him, but it did much for me. We became friends, but I became a more 

established Christian. 

I have had to do similar things for the past twenty-nine years. But the 

same God who met me on my knees at a chair on the third floor of the 

Physical Testing Laboratory that night has met me many times since, and 

has always given me grace enough to meet comparable life situations. 

It is the intention of Satan to create breaches that cannot be bridged 

between friends. Friendships are ruined and homes broken up in this 

manner. But if we remember that "our brother has aught against us," and if 

we will go to him, God will help us win those who might be eternally lost 

to us. 

Do you face a similar life situation? Take the initiative and do something 

about it today. 

-C.B. Strang - Meeting Life Situations 
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Hindrances to Initiative 

· Leaving unfinished projects and unnecessary clutter 

· Assuming someone else will do it 

· Allowing busy-ness to interfere with responsibility 

· Losing others' trust by failing to act or acting without thinking 

· Meddling in the affairs of others without respect to proper jurisdiction 

· Laziness 

· Waiting for a perfect time which never comes 

-Character First! Education Series 2

A Word to the Dads 


How to Pray for Your Children - Part 3 

Over the last number of issues we've been looking at how to specifically pray for your children. We saw first of all the importance of self examination and the need to make sure that there is nothing in our lives that might hinder our prayers. Psalm 66:18 says, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." If you are a Christian parent, you cannot afford to allow sin and compromise in your life. There is a battle going on for the hearts and minds and even the lives of our children. We must be certain to deal with all hindrances that would nullify our prayer life in order that we can pray effectively for our sons and daughters. Because if YOU aren't praying for your own children, it's very likely that no one else is either!

We saw the importance of praying that our children will come to know Christ early in life. There is no greater joy or blessing for Christian parents than to lead their children to personal faith in Jesus Christ. Never take the salvation of your children for granted. Just because they attend church with you is no guarantee that they have ever accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Pray for your children and grandchildren. Pray that those children will come to know Christ as Saviour at early age.

We also saw the importance of praying that our children will have a hatred for sin. Psalm 97: 10 says, "Ye that love the LORD, hate evil..." If our children are to love the Lord then it's essential that they hate evil.

Third, I encouraged you to pray that your children might understand the relationship between God's reproofs and their violation of Biblical principles. God wants us to understand that violations of His ways will have consequences in our lives. And wisdom is being able to see the connection between our violation of Biblical principles and the problems that we are experiencing.

Fourth, we saw that it is absolutely vital that we pray for our children's protection from the evil one. 2 Corinthians 10:4 says, "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds." One powerful weapon that every Christian parent has is to pray a daily hedge of protection around each child. Job did this for his family and Satan complained because he was powerless against it (Job 1:9-1 0). We face a ruthless enemy who seeks to gain "ground' in our children's lives. They are facing temptations and pressures today that we never even dreamed about. And if the parents are not daily praying a hedge of protection around each child, they will be exposed and most likely succumb to all kinds of evil.

We want to continue by looking at more specific ways to effectively pray for your children.

Fifth, we need to pray for our sons and daughters that they will respect those in authority over them. Romans 13.1-2 says, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation."
It is absolutely essential that we teach and pray that our children will understand the importance of this Biblical principle of authority. One of the major reasons why many of our young people are constantly making wrong decisions is because they have never been taught God's purposes for authority. God has designed a very precise plan and purpose for their lives but if they do not understand God's purposes for authority they will miss God’s ultimate potential for their lives.

Many of the conflicts and problems we experience in our lives are the result of violations of Biblical principles. If we fail to deal with these conflicts in our youth, we wilt encounter them time and time again throughout our lives. This is clearly seen in the area of our relationship towards authority

Many Christians today have difficulty submitting to the Lordship of Jesus Christ because they rebelled against the authority of their parents, government, employers, and local church. We need to see that all of these authorities have been designed and placed into our lives by a loving God; and we need to realise that rebellion against any one of these authorities constitutes rebellion against God.

God has designed authority to function like an umbrella of protection. As long as we remain under God-given authority, nothing can happen to us that God does not design for our ultimate good and His ultimate glory. But the moment we challenge and disobey our authority, we move out from underneath that umbrella of protection and expose ourselves to the destructive forces of Satan. That's why Scripture says that "rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft" (1 Sam 15:23). A person who is involved in witchcraft has given himself over to Satan and his power. Exactly the same thing happens the moment we step outside that umbrella of protection - we expose ourselves to the destructive forces of Satan. Satan's strategy is to get us outside that umbrella of protection because he knows he can't harm us as long as we remain under our God-given authority.

Next, in praying for our children we need to pray that they will desire the right kind of friends. Proverbs 13:20 says, "He that walketh with wise [men] shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed." This is one of the major advantages of home education because the most destructive force in schools today is peer dependence, and parents must constantly work to protect their children from it. Peer dependence is caused by a graded school system and is one of the major causes of teenage rebellion. As a young person socialises with other people his own age, he becomes independent of family authority and dependent on the approval of his peers. The result is that the young person's peers, rather than his parents, become his primary authority (IBLP Advanced Seminar).

Children in Scripture are not commanded to obey their peers but their parents. In Ephesians 6, Paul exhorts children to be obedient to their parents in order that God would bless them and that things might go well for them. He said, "(Ephesians 6:1-3) Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother- (which is the first commandment with promise) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth."
As you look around at young people today, even Christian young people, many are constantly making wrong decisions and things are certainly not going well for them. In almost every case it can be traced back to peer dependence and to the violation of this basic Biblical principle of authority.

Look at how the Encyclopaedia Britannica describes the stated purpose of placing children of one age in the same classroom: "Adolescent peer groups serve a very real function in society. They provide a way in which children can learn to become independent of family authority."
Now let's stop here for a moment and examine the significance of this statement. What this article is saying is that peer groups foster rebellion. That is one of Satan's chief goals for each of our children - he wants them to become independent of God-ordained authority. As I mentioned earlier, God has designed parental authority to function like an umbrella of protection. But the moment our children challenge and disobey our authority, they move out from underneath that umbrella of protection and expose themselves to the destructive forces of Satan. That is why as I work with young people, I urge them to honour and obey their parents because the moment they disobey and rebel and step outside that umbrella of protection they expose themselves to the destructive forces of Satan. The article goes on to say.. .

"In modern society, maturity is equated with independence, with the ability to formulate one’s own judgements, and with the capacity to take independent action and live by the consequences of that action.

"Peer groups provide children with experience of egalitarian relationships not possible in the family. Through peer groups the child iv exposed to values and experiences of dozens of other families, many of which may be greatly different from his own. Through these contacts the child's horizons are broadened, his perception widened. "
May I also add that it is in this same way that a child's values can be changed - especially during those early formative years. For this reason it is absolutely essential that we protect our children from influences that seek to tear down and destroy the Christian values that have been taught in the home. The article continues...

"In order for peer groups to serve these important functions, the child must get out of the family and interact freely with children his own age. The School is ideal for this purpose. Its corridors and classrooms, clubs land activities, provide a natural and convenient setting for the young to socialise." - (Encyclopaedia Britannica, "Graded Education," pages 426-427, 1981)
The socialisation that takes place in school is not healthy socialisation, but promotes rebellion, insecurities, and contributes to the breakdown of the family in society. The exciting alternative is for Christian parents to take complete control of the education and socialisation of their children through home education so that they can teach them Christian values and train them how to stand alone for what is right regardless of what other people may say or do.

Real life does not limit a person to his peer group, but it requires skills that enable us to relate and interact with people of all ages. So a graded school system cannot provide for the proper socialisation of your children. When schools group children by ages, older examples are cut off and it is the rebels which usually rise to leadership. God designed teaching to take place within families with children of various ages - not classes of children all the same age. Someone has suggested that if God had wanted children to be in peer groups, He would have had them born in litters.

One of the great assets which home education can provide is the turning of the children's hearts toward each other and toward the parents, rather than their peers. It can also help overcome much of the destructive rivalry between siblings which takes place in many Christian families today (ATI Handbook).

We'll continue looking at more specific ways to pray for our children in our next journal.
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Character Building Resources

We Use CharacterLink™ - The Protected Internet Access Service 
The cost of bringing the Internet into your home may be much more than just the monthly on-line charges. CharacterLink™ - the protected Internet access service developed by the Institute in Basic Life Principles is available throughout the USA and Canada through local dial-in connection. If you live outside of North America, you can still benefit from CharacterLink's™ protection through a Protection-Only account. The Protection Only plan was created specifically for those outside of local calling areas. You choose your local Internet Service Provider (ISP), and CharacterLink™ will protect your access. CharacterLink™ will provide software that will "hard-code" CharacterLink™ Protection into your browser, enabling you to benefit from CharacterLink™ Protection. The Protection Only plan costs $10.00 (US) per month. CharacterLink™ allows you and your family to safely browse the WWW automatically blocking pornography and other harmful material. For more information see the CharacterLink™ web site at http://www.characterlink.net. For subscription in the UK, e-mail us your address and we'll put a brochure in the post to you. For countries outside of the UK, contact CharacterLink™ direct by e-mailing them at service@characterlink.net. 

IBLP Resources 
We are also privileged to be able to distribute a range of character building materials produced by the Institute in Basic Life Principles including Character Sketches Volumes 1-3, Character First! Education Curriculum and more. E-mail us to request a list of resources available. If you live in the USA, you may request a catalogue and order directly by calling 630-323-9800, or writing IBLP, Box One, Oak Brook, IL 60522-3001. 

Video & Audio Tape Messages by Dr. S.M. Davis on Courtship, Marriage and Parenting 
Dr. S.M. Davis is a much sought after conference speaker addressing issues on the Christian home. He is particularly well known for his presentations on alternatives to Christian dating. 

For a list of audio and video tapes available visit our web site at http://www.hlm.org/HTML/OLCTapesSMDavis.htm. NOTE: If you live in the USA, you may order Dr. Davis' video and audio tapes by calling 800-500-8853. 


PRIVATE
To order any of these resources, call, write or e-mail us with your order. Payment can be made by MasterCard or Visa. If you are sending a cheque, please add 10% to cover postage if your address is in the UK and 15% if you live overseas. See our on-line catalogue for a list of other resources available: http://www.hlm.org
Home Life Ministries 

Pastures Farm Cottage, Kimbolton Road 

Hail Weston, Huntingdon 

Cambs. PE19 4LB 

England 

Telephone: (0)1480 219881 E-mail: info@hlm.org Internet: http://www.hlm.org

Sources used for compiling this mailing: 
· The Online Bible (http://www.onlinebible.org) 

· Character First! Education Series 2, Oak Brook, IL 

· Master Christian Library CD ROM 

· Character Clues Game (IBLP) 

· Encyclopedia of 7,700 Illustrations 
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