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The Character Journal is a monthly e-zine designed to help parents teach Biblical character qualities to their children. Each month a different character quality is presented with suggestions for Bible lessons and projects. The length of time you spend teaching these principles to your children each day is not nearly as important as your sincerity and consistency. Begin each time with a relevant hymn or chorus. Then take a verse, theme or story from the suggestions below as the basis for your daily "Bible Time" with your family. Give relevant application of the lesson to your family; and don't forget to ask your children the questions: Who? What? Where? Why? When? and How? Get each member of the family involved by assigning different verses to be read. Finally, conclude your time with family prayer.
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Related Hymns and Choruses 

· A Charge to Keep I Have (Charles Wesley, 1762) 

· Go, Tell It on the Mountain (Traditional Spiritual) 

· I Gave My Life for Thee (Francis R. Havergal, 1858) 

· I Love to Tell the Story (Catherine Hankey, 1866) 

· I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go (Mary Brown, 19th Century) 

· I Would Be True (Howard A. Walter, 1883-1918) 

· O Jesus I Have Promised (J.E. Bode, 1868) 

· Rescue the Perishing (Fanny J. Crosby, 1869) 

· Send the Light (Charles H. Gabriel, 1890) 

· So Send I You (E. Margaret Clarkson, 1944) 

· Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus (George Duffield, 1858) 

· We've a Story to Tell to the Nations (H. Ernest Nichol, 1896) 
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Bible Verses Related to Responsibility 

The word "responsibility" does not appear in the Authorised Version of the Scriptures; however, God's Word makes it very clear that we will all be held responsible for five things at the Judgement Seat of Christ - every deed, every word, every thought, every attitude and every motive.

For a more complete study, we suggest you use the Online Bible which you can download free of charge from http://www.onlinebible.org. Click the "Library" option from where you can freely download Bibles, lexicons, commentaries, dictionaries and more. 
We Are Responsible for Every Deed 

Psalms 51:4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done [this] evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, [and] be clear when thou judgest. 

Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether [it be] good, or whether [it be] evil. 

Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. {have…: or, consent with} 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things [done] in [his] body, according to that he hath done, whether [it be] good or bad. 

Ephesians 6:5 Servants, be obedient to them that are [your] masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 

1 Peter 1:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning [here] in fear: 

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

Revelation 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

We Are Responsible for Every Word 

Psalms 12:3 The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, [and] the tongue that speaketh proud things: {proud: Heb. great} 

Psalms 39:1 I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. {my mouth…: Heb. a bridle, or, muzzle for my mouth} 

Psalms 139:4 For [there is] not a word in my tongue, [but], lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 

Proverbs 6:16-17 These six things doth the Lord hate...A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, {A proud…: Heb. Haughty eyes} 

Proverbs 10:31 The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out. 

Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue [that] shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This [is] the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness [is] of me, saith the LORD. 

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

James 4:11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of [his] brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 

James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion [is] vain. 

1 Peter 3:10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: 

We Are Responsible for Every Thought 

Psalms 139:2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Psalms 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

Proverbs 24:9 The thought of foolishness [is] sin: and the scorner [is] an abomination to men. 

Proverbs 30:32 If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, [lay] thine hand upon thy mouth. 

Ecclesiastes 10:20 Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter. {thought: or, conscience} 

Ecclesiastes 10:20 Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter. {thought: or, conscience} 

Isaiah 55:7-9 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. {the unrighteous…: Heb. the man of iniquity} {abundantly…: Heb. multiply to pardon} For my thoughts [are] not your thoughts, neither [are] your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Jeremiah 6:19 Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, [even] the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. 

Matthew 5:28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 

Matthew 9:4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 

Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 

Mark 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

Acts 8:22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; {imaginations: or, reasonings} 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

We Are Responsible for Every Attitude 

Proverbs 6:13-14 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers; Frowardness [is] in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord. {soweth: Heb. casteth forth} 

Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. {Raca: that is, Vain fellow} 

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier [matters] of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. {anise: Gr. dill} 

John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 

Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

We Are Responsible for Every Motive 

Psalms 7:9 Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.Psalms 26:2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. 

Psalms 26:2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. 

Jeremiah 11:20 But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 

Jeremiah 17:9-10 The heart [is] deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can know it? I the LORD search the heart, [I] try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, [and] according to the fruit of his doings. 

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

Ephesians 6:6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

Revelation 2:23 ...and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 
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Bible Stories 

· The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 

· The Story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19) 

· The story of Saul in 1 Samuel 15 
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Character Definitions 

· Knowing and doing what both God and others are expecting from me (IBLP - Character Clues Game) 

· Knowing and doing what is expected of me (Character First!) 

· responsibil'ity noun state of being responsible; a trust or charge for which one is responsible. »Latin respondere, responsum, from re- back, and spondere to promise (The CHAMBERS DICTIONARY on CD-ROM) 

· Responsibility is knowing and doing what both God and others are expecting from me 

Responsibility is using all my energies to fulfil the expectation of those who are counting on me 

Responsibility is realising the importance of the task assigned to us 

Responsibility is having a clear conscience before God and man (Character Sketches Volume I, IBLP) 
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How to Demonstrate Responsibility

at Home 

· Teach children responsibility by assigning chores relative to their age and ability. 

· Take care of your own belongings and pick up after yourself. 

· Answer children's questions from the Word of God. Don't just give them your pat-answers to their questions. Show them what the Bible has to say about the type of friends they should choose, how they should use their money etc. Demonstrate that God's Word is our final Authority for life and that we are responsible to obey it's instruction. 

· Recognise that older brothers and sisters are responsible to be a Godly example to their siblings. 

· If you break or damage an item belonging to someone else, don't just ask forgiveness but be prepared to replace it with an item of similar value. 

· If you have failed to keep promises to other members of the family, ask their forgiveness and make things right. 

at Work/School 

· Be respectful to teachers and other authorities. 

· Complete assignments and projects on time. 

· Don't use "Company Time" for private business. 

at Church 

· Discover and exercise your spiritual gift. 

· Pray for your church leadership. 

· Pick up your own personal belongings and put hymn books and other items back where they belong. 
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Potpourri 

The "I Wills" of Responsibility 

· I will keep my promises 

· I will not make excuses 

· I will do all my work to the best of my ability 

· I will make things right when I do wrong 

· I will know my duty and do my duty 

-Character First! Education Series 2
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Be Prepared! 

I want to tell you a story about when I was a young boy going to school. You know, I didn’t mind school too much, but in those days I was very envious of the school Captain. His name was Renton, and he sat just across the aisle from me. 

He was the best soccer player in the school and that’s what I wanted to be. He was the best at cricket, and I liked cricket. He was the best runner we had, and I liked running. He was not only an excellent athlete, but a very good artist as well. And on top of all that, he was the smartest guy in the whole school. 

If I could ever save up my stomach-aches, I’d save them until the day before the final exam. But my mother was smart. She knew I was saving them up. I don’t know how she knew, but she always did. I’d get up that morning and say, "Oh mother, I don’t feel good at all. I think I should stay home today." 

But she’d always say, "You can stay home 'tomorrow' - but not today." But staying home tomorrow wouldn’t do me any good because 'today' was the day of the final exam. 'Today' was the day of judgment! 

I know Renton never felt like that because whenever we had a test, as soon as the questions were put down on the board, he would get his paper and dash through them. He was through the first two or three subjects before I’d even gotten the thing read. 

He and another fellow used to say, "Oh boy, exams! They knew they’d be first and second in the class when the grades came out, and so they were excited about taking the test.

Final exams didn’t scare them. These boys were always at the top. They were not afraid of the Day of Judgment. They were not afraid - because they were 'prepared for it.' 

- Leonard Ravenhill
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ETERNAL VALUE
Will our life’s work stand the test of the fire when we come before the Lord? Will it have lasting eternal value - or will it end up in ashes? There’s an interesting difference between wood, hay, straw - and gold, silver, and costly stones. 

Wood, hay, and stubble are found above the ground. They catch the eye, just like many people’s ministries do. They are quite plentiful and easy to find. 

On the other hand, silver, gold, and precious stones are found below the ground. Nobody sees them - again, like many people’s ministries. They’re not just lying around in a field somewhere for anyone to pick up. They are much harder to come by; in fact, it takes a lot of hard work to get them. That’s why they are so expensive. They are of much higher quality than many other things, and much more rare too. Again, it’s the 'quality,' not the quantity that sets their value. 

Many things are difficult in the Christian life, but we should desire to acquire those things which will hold their value, not only on earth, but in heaven as well. 

- Leonard Ravenhill
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Responsibility in the home includes: 

· Parents diligently working to provide for the family 

· Accepting the challenge of making the household run as smoothly and efficiently as possible 

· A parent giving a child encouragement and advice 

· Children obeying and honouring their parents in actions, words, and body language 

· Developing skills to the best of one's ability 

-Achieving True Success by Building a Character Family, IACC, Oklahoma City
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Thy Brother's Blood
THE tom-toms thumped straight on all night, and the darkness shuddered round me like a living, feeling thing. I could not go to sleep, so I lay awake and looked; and I saw, as it seemed, this: 
That I stood on a grassy sward, and at my feet a precipice broke sheer down into infinite space. I looked, but saw no bottom; only cloud shapes, black and furiously coiled, and great shadow-shrouded hollows, and unfathomable depths. Back I drew, dizzy at the depth.
Then I saw forms of people moving single file along the grass. They were making for the edge. There was a woman with a baby in her arms and another little child holding on to her dress. She was on the very verge. Then I saw that she was blind. She lifted her foot for the next step . . . it trod air. She was over, and the children over with her. Oh, the cry as they went over!
Then I saw more streams of people flowing from all quarters. All were blind, stone blind; all made straight for the precipice edge. There were shrieks as they suddenly knew themselves falling, and a tossing up of helpless arms, catching, clutching at empty air. But some went over quietly, and fell without a sound.
Then I wondered, with a wonder that was simply agony, why no one stopped them at the edge. I could not. I was glued to the ground, and I could not call; though I strained and tried, only a whisper would come.
Then I saw that along the edge there were sentries set at intervals. But the intervals were too great; there were wide, unguarded gaps between. And over these gaps the people fell in their blindness, quite unwarned; and the green grass seemed blood-red to me and the gulf yawned like the mouth of hell.
Then I saw, like a little picture of peace, a group of people under some trees with their backs turned towards the gulf. They were making daisy chains. Sometimes when a piercing shriek cut the quiet and reached them, it disturbed them and they thought it a rather vulgar noise. And if one of their number started up and wanted to go and do something to help, then all the others would pull that one down "Why should you get so excited about it? You must wait for a definite call to go! You haven't finished your daisy chain yet. It would be really selfish," they said "to leave us to finish the work alone."
There was another group. It was made up of people whose great desire was to get more sentries out; but they found that very few wanted to go, and sometimes there were no sentries set for miles and miles of the edge.
Once a girl stood alone in her place, waving the people back; but her mother and other relations called, and reminded her that her furlough was due; she must not break the rules. And being tired and needing a change, she had to go and rest for awhile but no one was sent to guard her gap, and over and over the people fell, like a waterfall of souls.
Once a child caught at a tuft of grass that grew a the very brink of the gulf; it clung convulsively, and I called—but nobody seemed to hear. Then the roots of the grass gave way, and with a cry the child went over, its two little hands still holding tight to the torn off bunch of grass. And the girl who longed to be back in her gap thought she heard the little one cry, and she sprang up and wanted to go; at which they reproved her, reminding her that no one is necessary anywhere; the gap would be well taken care of, they knew. And then they sang a hymn.
Then through the hymn came another sound like the pain of a million broken hearts wrung out in one full drop, one sob. And a horror of great darkness was upon me, for I knew what it was—the Cry of the Blood.
Then thundered a voice, the voice of the Lord. "And He said, `What hast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground'."
The tom-toms still beat heavily, the darkness still shuddered and shivered about me; I heard the yells of the devil-dancers and weird, wild shriek of the devil-possessed just outside the gate.
What does it matter, after all? It has gone on for years; it will go on for years. Why make such a fuss about it?
God forgive us! God arouse us! Shame us out of our callousness! Shame us out of our sin!
-From THINGS AS THEY ARE by Amy Carmichael of the Dohnavur Fellowship.
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His Plan For Me 

When I stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ 

And He shows His plan for me, 

The plan of my life as it might have been 

Had He had His way - and I see 

How I blocked Him here, and checked Him there, 

And I would not yield my will, 

Will there be grief in my Saviour’s eyes, 

Grief though He loves me still? 

Would He have me rich and I stand there poor, 

Stripped of all but His grace, 

While memory runs like a hunted thing, 

Down the paths I cannot retrace. 

Lord, of the years that are left to me 

I give them to Thy hand 

Take me and break me and mold me, 

To the pattern that Thou hast planned! 

-Author Unknown
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Responsibility Begins at Home
Billy Sunday was the king of the early twentieth-century revivalists. They built special tabernacles to hold the thousands who came to hear him. His name made front-page headlines wherever he went: his preaching even inspired the Prohibition Amendment. And after thirty-nine years of ministry, one hundred million Americans had heard him speak and over one million had come forward in response to his altar calls. Billy Sunday was a religious superstar.

But what about his family? In his day, it was an enormous task to organise such a large-scale ministry, requiring months of travel at a time. Billy and his wife worked feverishly, side by side. He often preached seven days a week, four times a day, while she took care of the mountain of administrative details. Their children?

The oldest daughter was in college at the height of their ministry, but their three sons hit adolescence while mom and dad were on the road, busy saving America.

While Billy pounded the pulpit about moral responsibility, his irresponsible Hophni-and-Phinehas sons bounced in and out of trouble. They were constantly in debt, flagrantly promiscuous, and later had disastrous marriages. Two of their ex-wives even blackmailed the Sundays by threatening to go public with the embarrassing details. And, tragically, in 1933 the oldest son committed suicide.

After his son's death, Billy pondered his busy life in a poignant moment with his wife, Nel. "Billy stood gazing out the window of their Winona Lake home. Watching the autumn leaves fall, and looking wistfully toward the lake, he turned to her with tear-filled eyes and said, 'Ma, where did I go wrong? I thought we heard God's call to evangelism. But look at our boys. Where did I go wrong?'" 

(Lyle W Dorsett, Billy Sunday and the Redemption of Urban America [Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1991], p.132) Memorable Scenes from Old Testament Homes by C.R. Swindoll
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Three Probing Questions 

· Would those you work for leave their most cherished possessions in your care? 

· Do you delegate to others jobs you know you should do yourself? 

· Do you have to be reminded to do the tasks that have been assigned to you? 

-Character Clues Game, IBLP
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Having a Clear Conscience 
Having a conscience free from guilt means clearing all offenses against others and, where possible, seeking forgiveness and making restitution. God is involved in this process, as shown below.
1. If someone you know was making a list of people who had hurt them and never asked their forgiveness, would you be on that list? Pray, asking God to reveal anyone who might feel you hurt them.
2. Make a list of all the people God brings to your mind whom you have offended and have not sought forgiveness from.
3. If possible, go over your list with a mature Christian and identify the basic offense against each person on that list. If you need to ask God's forgiveness for these offenses, do so now. It's always the right time to get right with God.
4. Rule out those people in whose lives your reappearance now would cause serious difficulty; for example, an old girlfriend who is now married.
5. Contact those individuals by telephone if possible, and be brief. Tell the particular person that as you have been looking back over your life, you realize that you failed him in _________ way, naming the offense. Then ask for forgiveness.
6. Make restitution where needed. 
7. If certain people have benefited you but you've never shown appreciation, express to them gratitude for what you have gained. If you have a problem with being grateful, start sending thank-you notes to people who have benefited you, sharing how God has used them to build, strengthen, or challenge you. 
8. Ask God to take back all ground given to Satan because you have purposed in your heart to contact these people and make things right.
-Reclaiming Surrendered Ground by Jim Logan
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Webster's Greatest Thought
Someone once said to that great scholar, Daniel Webster, "You have a colossal mind. What is the greatest thought that you have ever had?" He said, "I’ve thought about many things, but the most awesome, the most terrifying, the most shattering thought I’ve ever had, is my personal accountability to God one day."
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Preacher's Special Book
A preacher had on his desk a special book labelled "Complaints of Members Against One Another." When one of his people called to tell him the faults of another, he would say, "Well, here's my complaint book. I'll write down what you say, and you can sign it. Then when I have to take up the matter officially, I shall know what I may expect you to testify to." The sight of the open book and the ready pen had its effect. "Oh, no, I couldn't sign anything like that!" and no entry was made. The preacher said he kept the book for fourty years, opened it probably a thousand times, and never wrote a line in it.

-Encyclopaedia of 7,700 Illustrations
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Nineveh's Parents Held Responsible
When the archaeologists were digging in the ruins of Nineveh they came upon a library of plaques containing the laws of the realm. One of the laws read in effect, that anyone guilty of neglect would be held responsible for the result of his neglect... If you fail to teach your child to obey, if you fail to teach him to respect the property rights of others, you and not he are responsible for the result of your neglect.
-Encyclopaedia of 7,700 Illustrations
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The Sheep that Went Astray 

'Twas a sheep not a lamb that strayed away in the parable Jesus told. 

A grown-up sheep that had gone astray from the ninety and nine in the fold. 

Out on the hillside, out in the cold, it was a sheep the good shepherd sought; 

And back to the fold, safe to the fold, it was a sheep the good shepherd brought. 

And why for the sheep should we earnestly long and as earnestly hope and pray? 

Because there is danger if they go wrong that they will lead the lambs astray. 

For the lambs will follow the sheep, you know, wherever the sheep may stray. 

When the sheep go wrong it will not be long till the lambs are as wrong as they. 

And so with the sheep we earnestly plead for the sake of the lambs, today; 

If the lambs are lost what a terrible cost some sheep will have to pay. 

-Author Unknown
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No Excuses
Almost everyone has come to recognise the international symbol for "NO!" It is a red circle with a red diagonal bar crossing out a picture of whatever is prohibited. Encourage children to take responsibility for words and actions by prohibiting excuses in your home.

Write the word "EXCUSES" on a piece of construction paper. Draw a bold red circle around it and put a red clash across the word. Cut out the circle and hang the international symbol in a conspicuous place to remind children that "EXCUSES" aren't accepted.

-Character First! Education Series 2

A Word to the Dads 


How to Pray for Your Children - Part 2 

Last time we began a study on how to pray effectively for our children. If you aren’t praying for your children, then who is? Given the pressures placed upon young people in our society today, your children need prayer! And if you aren’t praying daily for them, then it is very likely that they have no one else to plead for them before the throne of grace.

We looked first of all at the need to make sure that there is nothing in our lives that might hinder our prayers. We may be faithful in praying for our children not realising that there may be things in our lives that will hinder our effectiveness in prayer. 

We saw that Scripture addresses this issue and states that we must ask God in faith. If we have never accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour, then we are not in a position to intercede on behalf of our children. By putting our faith and trust in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ and accepting His sacrifice on Calvary as payment for our sins, we are then adopted into God’s family. We become His children, and we are then able to pray to Him as our Heavenly Father. But if you have never recognised your need as a sinner and accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour then you have no relationship with God and no basis upon which to come to Him through prayer.

Secondly, we saw that we must have a clear conscience before God and man. A clear conscience is indispensable for an effective prayer life. Make things right with anyone that you have wronged, and confess any bitterness you may have toward them or others. And do not give Satan any opportunity to hinder your prayers on behalf of your children. 

Third, we must make sure that we are meeting the needs of our spouse. 1 Peter 3:7 says, "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered."

If you’re serious about your relationship with God and serious about fulfilling your responsibilities as a Christian parent, then their needs to be regular times of self examination and you need to remove any hindrances that will weaken or destroy your effectiveness as a prayer warrior. Psalms 66:18 says, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." If you are a Christian parent, you cannot afford to allow sin and compromise in your life. There is a battle going on for the hearts and minds and even the lives of our children. We must be certain to deal with all hindrances that would nullify our prayer life in order that we can pray effectively for our children.

But what should you be praying for your children? What are some specific areas that you should be targeting as Christian parents? Over the next few programmes I’d like to look at some specific areas that we should be targeting as Christian parents.

First, pray that they will know Christ early in life. Paul writing to Timothy in 1 Timothy 3:15 says, "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."

There is no greater joy or blessing for Christian parents than to lead their children to personal faith in Jesus Christ. Never take salvation of your children for granted. Just because their parents are Christians and have attended church all their lives is no guarantee that they have ever accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Pray for your children and grandchildren. Pray that those children will come to know Christ as Saviour at early age.

D.L. Moody was once asked how many people were converted at a meeting where he was the preacher. 

"3 ½," he replied.

"What, 3 adults and one child?" asked the man. "No. 3 children and 1 adult," said Moody. "The adults have already wasted half their lives but those children have practically all their lives to live for God."

Many parents are quick to cast the blame for their children’s disinterest in spiritual things upon the church or youth group; but we need to remember that leading your children to Christ is not first and foremost the responsibility of the church or Sunday school, but the responsibility of the home. 

Secondly, pray that they will have a hatred for sin. Psalm 97:10 says, 

"Ye that love the LORD, hate evil…" If our children are to love the Lord then it’s essential that they hate evil. For this reason, wise parents will be careful what they allow into their home through the television set. Television provides constant access to the world’s system and its false concepts. 

Colossians 2:8 says, "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ."

We would never think of allowing a humanistic or New Age educator into our home and give him permission to indoctrinate our children with their humanistic or occultic ideas. But that’s exactly what happens when we allow unrestricted television viewing.

God has set a limit on learning. God does not want our children to know the details of evil. God wants us to discern evil with our spirit, not know it with our minds. That’s why Paul says in Romans 16:19, "…but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple [naïve, innocent] concerning evil."

One of the best decision we’ve ever made was to remove television from our home completely. We made that decision almost fifteen years ago. Our children now have a love for the Lord that would have been dulled had we allowed the television to remain in our home. 

Third, pray that they might understand the relationship between God’s reproofs and their violation of Biblical principles. Psalm 119:71 says, "It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes."

While working with Dean of Men’s office at the college I attended, I had oversight of a dormitory full of young men. As I observed these young men and as some would come for counselling, it was very obvious that many of them had deep rooted problems. The root problems were not obvious at first, but there were certain surface problems that identified there was something much deeper underneath — something which needed to be dealt with. The surface problems came in many different forms: with some they came in the form of depression or withdrawal; with others the problems surfaced in dishonesty; some were in bondage to harmful habits; and others still were infatuated with rock music. 

These were just the visible results of inward conflicts such as inferiority, guilt, insecurity and rebellion. But the real root problems could be traced even deeper. These are the problems that are actually the source of a multitude of surface problems, and there are three of them: Bitterness, Temporal Values, and Moral Impurity. The writer of Hebrews identifies these three root problems in chapter 12:14-17...

Many of problems and conflicts that you and I face can be traced to one or more of these three roots. For example, suppose the surface problem in one person’s life is an over-attention on clothes. This may be just the visible result of an inward conflict which reveals an attitude of inferiority. But the root problem which needs to be dealt with is bitterness toward God because that person may have never totally accepted the way that God has made him.

Another surface problem could be that of argumentation. This may reveal an inward attitude of guilt because of moral impurity, and the constant arguing is the means by which he tries to justify his behaviour.

A third person may experience outward financial problems and related physical illness which could be the result of insecurity, worry, anger, envy or tension. These would be just the inward results of building his life around things which are temporal rather than things which are eternal.

The writer to the Hebrews also identifies the root cause of these three problems in v.15.... The root cause is a wrong response to God’s grace. Notice that the root problems of Bitterness, Temporal Values and Moral Impurity are the result of resisting or rejecting the grace of God. Grace is simply the desire and power that God gives to live life in harmony with His principles. 

The reason why God supplies grace and the reason why we resist it is because His principles are the opposite of our natural inclinations (Isaiah 55:8). God says, "Bless those that persecute you." Our natural inclination is to get even. But whenever you resist or reject God’s grace and violate His principles there will be consequences and conflicts not only in your life and in your relationship with God but in your relationships with family and friends. God wants us to understand that violations of His ways have consequences in our lives. And wisdom is being able to see the connection between our violation of Biblical principles and the consequences that we are experiencing.

Fourth, pray that they will be protected from the evil one in each area of their lives: spiritual, emotional, physical. In John 17:15 Jesus says, "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil [one].

As parents, you are the spiritual "umbrella-of-protection" over your children. If there are areas of weakness and sin in your moral life, you will open a leak in your protection through which Satan can bring destructive temptations to your family. If you are constantly being overcome by some area of temptation, your children will be especially susceptible to temptation in that same area (Exodus 34:7). 

One parent recently shared how they were having difficulty motivating their eldest son to spend time in God’s Word each day. I immediately asked her if she had her quiet time that morning. Shamefully, she said, "No." I then went on to explain to her how children will adopt the same attitudes and inconsistencies as the parents; and that if she wanted her children to be consistent in reading God’s Word, then she needed to rearrange her own priorities.

Galatians 6:7 says, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." If there are weaknesses and inconsistencies in our life, there will be direct consequences in the lives of our children.

David was a man after God’s own heart, but he allowed a leak to develop in his "umbrella-of-protection" with devastating effects upon his family. David committed adultery, obviously thinking that it would never be discovered. Had he known the repercussions and consequences of that one act, he most probably would never have considered succumbing to temptation. 

That act of adultery led to the murder of Uriah the Hittite and also gave occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme. For each of these there was a direct consequence in David’s family. Nathan the prophet told David that, because of his adultery, calamity would come upon him from within his own family and that the one who would bring this calamity would openly commit fornication with David’s wives. This prophecy was fulfilled in David’s son, Absalom (see 2 Samuel 15:1-15; 16:22). Secondly, Nathan told David that because of the murder of Uriah, "the sword shall never depart from thine house." Three of David’s own sons met tragic and violent deaths (see 1 Samuel 13:28-29; 18:14; 1 Kings 2:25). Finally, giving occasion for the Lord’s name to be blasphemed resulted in the death of the child which was conceived through his adulterous relationship.

We need to realise that our shortcomings and compromises of God’s Word will not only affect us but, also, those that we love the most. This should be a major motivation for us to resist temptation and be true to God’s standards.

Next time, we’ll continue looking at more specific ways to pray effectively for your children.
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Character Building Resources

We Use CharacterLink™ - The Protected Internet Access Service 
The cost of bringing the Internet into your home may be much more than just the monthly on-line charges. CharacterLink™ - the protected Internet access service developed by the Institute in Basic Life Principles is available throughout the USA and Canada through local dial-in connection. If you live outside of North America, you can still benefit from CharacterLink's™ protection through a Protection-Only account. The Protection Only plan was created specifically for those outside of local calling areas. You choose your local Internet Service Provider (ISP), and CharacterLink™ will protect your access. CharacterLink™ will provide software that will "hard-code" CharacterLink™ Protection into your browser, enabling you to benefit from CharacterLink™ Protection. The Protection Only plan costs $10.00 (US) per month. CharacterLink™ allows you and your family to safely browse the WWW automatically blocking pornography and other harmful material. For more information see the CharacterLink™ web site at http://www.characterlink.net. For subscription in the UK, e-mail us your address and we'll put a brochure in the post to you. For countries outside of the UK, contact CharacterLink™ direct by e-mailing them at service@characterlink.net. 

IBLP Resources 
We are also privileged to be able to distribute a range of character building materials produced by the Institute in Basic Life Principles including Character Sketches Volumes 1-3, Character First! Education Curriculum and more. E-mail us to request a list of resources available. If you live in the USA, you may request a catalogue and order directly by calling 630-323-9800, or writing IBLP, Box One, Oak Brook, IL 60522-3001. 

Video & Audio Tape Messages by Dr. S.M. Davis on Courtship, Marriage and Parenting 
Dr. S.M. Davis is a much sought after conference speaker addressing issues on the Christian home. He is particularly well known for his presentations on alternatives to Christian dating. 

For a list of audio and video tapes available visit our web site at http://www.hlm.org/HTML/OLCTapesSMDavis.htm. NOTE: If you live in the USA, you may order Dr. Davis' video and audio tapes by calling 800-500-8853. 


PRIVATE
To order any of these resources, call, write or e-mail us with your order. Payment can be made by MasterCard or Visa. If you are sending a cheque, please add 10% to cover postage if your address is in the UK and 15% if you live overseas. See our on-line catalogue for a list of other resources available: http://www.hlm.org
Home Life Ministries 

Pastures Farm Cottage, Kimbolton Road 

Hail Weston, Huntingdon 

Cambs. PE19 4LB 

England 

Telephone: (0)1480 219881 E-mail: info@hlm.org Internet: http://www.hlm.org
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