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PRIVATE
Character Journal No.31
Thoroughness


The Character Journal is a monthly e-zine designed to help parents teach Biblical character qualities to their children. Each month a different character quality is presented with suggestions for Bible lessons and projects. 


· Related Hymns and Choruses 
· Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960) 

· Jesus Paid It All (Elvina M. Hall, 1820-1889) 

· Cleanse Me (J. Edwin Orr, 1912-19??) 

· The Bible Stands (Haldor Lillenas, 1885-1959) 

· More Like the Master (Charles H. Gabriel, 1856-1932) 

· Wonderful Grace of Jesus (Haldor Lillenas, 1885-1959) 

· Give of Your Best to the Master (Howard B. Grose, 1851-1939) 

· Is Your All on the Altar? (Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929) 

· Trust, Try, and Prove Me (Lida S. Leech, 1873-1962) 

· All for Jesus (Mary D. James, 19th century) 

· I Surrender All (Judson W. Van de Venter, 1855-1939) 


Bible Verses Related to Thoroughness 
For a more complete study, we suggest you use the Online Bible which you can download free of charge from our web site at http://www.hlm.org/html/files.htm. 

NOTE: The black coloured text indicates the number attributed to the Greek or Hebrew word in Strong's Concordance as well as a transliteration of the word and its pronunciation. The blue text shows all of the ways that the original word is translated in the Authorised Version. The number beside each of the various words indicates the number of times it is translated in that way; and the number at the end indicates the total number of times the original word appears in the Bible. The red text gives a more technical definition of the original word. In each case, the first time the original word is used is listed first. For the sake of space, not all occurrences of the original word is given but enough to show the various ways in which the word is used. 


07235 hbr rabah raw-baw’ 

a primitive root; TWOT-2103,2104; v 

AV-multiply 74, increase 40, much 29, many 28, more 12, great 8, long 3, store 2, exceedingly 2, greater 2, abundance 2, misc 24; 226 

1) be or become great, be or become many, be or become much, be or become numerous 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to become many, become numerous, multiply (of people, animals, things) 

1a2) to be or grow great 

1b) (Piel) to make large, enlarge, increase, become many 

1c) (Hiphil) 

1c1) to make much, make many, have many 

1c1a) to multiply, increase 

1c1b) to make much to do, do much in respect of, transgress greatly 

1c1c) to increase greatly or exceedingly 

1c2) to make great, enlarge, do much 

2) (Qal) to shoot 

Genesis 1:22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply <07235>, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply <07235> in the earth.

2 Kings 10:18 And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them, Ahab served Baal a little; but Jehu shall serve him much <07235>.

2 Kings 21:6 And he made his son pass through the fire, and observed times, and used enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards: he wrought much <07235> wickedness in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. 

Psalms 16:4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied <07235> that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.

Psalms 18:35 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great <07235>.

Psalms 44:12 Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase <07235> thy wealth by their price.

Psalms 49:16 Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased <07235>;

Psalms 51:2 Wash me throughly <07235> from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

Psalms 71:21 Thou shalt increase <07235> my greatness, and comfort me on every side.

Psalms 78:38 But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time <07235> turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath.

Psalms 107:38 He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied <07235> greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease.

Psalms 130:7 Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous <07235> redemption.

Psalms 139:18 If I should count them, they are more in number <07235> than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.

Proverbs 4:10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many <07235>.

Proverbs 6:35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many <07235> gifts.

Proverbs 9:11 For by me thy days shall be multiplied <07235>, and the years of thy life shall be increased.

Proverbs 13:11 Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase <07235>.

Proverbs 22:16 He that oppresseth the poor to increase <07235> his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.

Proverbs 25:27 It is not good to eat much <07235> honey: so for men to search their own glory is not glory.

Proverbs 28:8 He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth <07235> his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor.

Proverbs 28:28 When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase <07235>.

Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority <07235>, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.

Proverbs 29:16 When the wicked are multiplied <07235>, transgression increaseth <07235>: but the righteous shall see their fall.


08316 hprs s@rephah ser-ay-faw’ 

from 08313; TWOT-2292c; n f 

AV-burning 9, burn 3, throughly 1; 13 

1) burning 

Genesis 11:3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly <08316>. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.

Deuteronomy 29:23 And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning <08316>, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:

2 Chronicles 16:14 And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries’ art: and they made a very great burning <08316> for him.


08254 lqv shaqal shaw-kal’ 

a primitive root; TWOT-2454; v 

AV-weigh 14, pay 4, throughly 1, receive 1, receiver 1, spend 1; 22 

1) to weigh, weigh out, pay out 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to weigh 

1a2) to weigh out (a price) 

1a3) of grief (fig) 

1b) (Niphal) 

1b1) to be weighed 

1b2) to be weighed out 

Genesis 23:16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed <08254> to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the merchant.

Exodus 22:17 If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall pay <08254> money according to the dowry of virgins.

2 Samuel 18:12 And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive <08254> a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against the king’s son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom.

Job 6:2 Oh that my grief were throughly <08254> weighed <08254>, and my calamity laid in the balances together!


05953 lle ‘alal aw-lal’ 

a primitive root; TWOT-1627, 1627b, 1628; v 

AV-glean 4, done 3, abuse 3, mock 2, affecteth 1, children 1, do 1, defiled 1, practise 1, throughly 1, wrought wonderfully 1, wrought 1; 20 

1) to act severely, deal with severely, make a fool of someone 

1a) (Poel) to act severely 

1b) (Poal) to be severely dealt with 

1c) (Hithpael) to busy oneself, divert oneself, deal wantonly, deal ruthlessly, abuse (by thrusting through) 

1d) (Hithpoel) to practise practices, thrust forth (in wickedness) 

2) (Poel) to glean 

3) (Poel) to act or play the child 

4) (Poel) to insert, thrust, thrust in, thrust upon 

Exodus 10:2 And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son’s son, what things I have wrought <05953> in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD.

Leviticus 19:10 And thou shalt not glean <05953> thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God.

Numbers 22:29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked <05953> me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee.

Jeremiah 6:9 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall throughly <05953> glean <05953> the remnant of Israel as a vine: turn back thine hand as a grapegatherer into the baskets.


03190 bjy yatab yaw-tab’ 

a primitive root; TWOT-863; v 

AV-well 35, good 21, please 14, merry 5, amend 4, better 4, accepted 2, diligently 2, misc 20; 107 

1) to be good, be pleasing, be well, be glad 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to be glad, be joyful 

1a2) to be well placed 

1a3) to be well for, be well with, go well with 

1a4) to be pleasing, be pleasing to 

1b) (Hiphil) 

1b1) to make glad, rejoice 

1b2) to do good to, deal well with 

1b3) to do well, do thoroughly 

1b4) to make a thing good or right or beautiful 

1b5) to do well, do right 

Genesis 4:7 If thou doest well <03190>, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well <03190>, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

Genesis 12:13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well <03190> with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee.

Genesis 12:16 And he entreated <03190> Abram well <03190> for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels.

Jeremiah 7:5 For if ye throughly <03190> amend <03190> your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour;


1245 diakayarizw diakatharizo dee-ak-ath-ar-id’-zo 

from 1223 and 2511; ; v 

AV-throughly purged 2; 2 

1) to cleanse thoroughly 

Matthew 3:12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge <1245> his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Luke 3:17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge <1245> his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.


1822 exartizw exartizo ex-ar-tid’-zo 

from 1537 and a derivative of 739; TDNT-1:475,80; v 

AV-accomplish + 1096 1, thoroughly furnish 1; 2 

1) to complete, finish 

1a) to furnish perfectly 

1b) to finish, accomplish, (as it were, to render the days complete) 

Acts 21:5 And when we had accomplished <1822> those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

2 Timothy 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished <1822> unto all good works.


Other Bible Verses Related to the Quality of Thoroughness
Colossians 3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

1 Corinthians 11:28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of [that] bread, and drink of [that] cup.

2 Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, [and] prepared unto every good work.

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Malachi 3:10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.


· Bible Stories 
· How the Jews thoroughly cleansed their home of leaven (Exodus 13:7) in preparation for the feast of unleavened bread 

· The story of the good shepherd who did not give up until the lost sheep was found (Luke 15:4) 

· The story of Nehemiah who made thorough preparations to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem 

· Jesus' teaching of "Counting the Cost" in Luke chapter 14 


· Character Definitions 
· Learning what details are important to the success of a project. Taking time and effort to validate facts before discussing a matter (IBLP - Character Clues Game) 

· Carrying out each task in preparation for God’s personal approval and inspection (The Power for True Success) 

· Knowing what factors will diminish the effectiveness of my work or words, if neglected (Character First!) 


How to Demonstrate Thoroughness
at Home 

· Avoiding leaving appliances partially fixed or tools broken. 

· Cleaning under furniture and behind shelves. 

· Sons and daughters calling home when they are out too late. 

· Family members having a system of receiving phone messages and passing them on accurately. 

at Work/School 

· Sons and daughters completing their homework using legible handwriting. 

· Making a daily “to do” list of projects that need to be done. 

at Church 

· Using concordances and other study tools to assist in personal Bible study or lesson preparation. 

· Making sure you have adequate time to thoroughly prepare your Sunday School lessons. 

· Tithing regularly on your gross income. 


· The "I Wills" of Thoroughness 
· "I WILL plan my work." 

· "I WILL pay attention to details." 

· "I WILL make a list so I don't forget. 

· "I WILL finish what I start." 

· "I WILL clean up along the way." 

-Character First! Education Series 4

Family Activities to Practice Thoroughness
1. With your child, make a written plan for the day. Include information about where, when, and how. At the end of your day see how well you were able to follow the plan. Discuss how you might have done better. Point out the things that went smoothly because of your planning. 

2. When giving your child a task to complete, discuss the importance of thoroughness. Talk about the importance of doing a job well. Talk about how they feel when the task is completed accurately and completely. 

3. To help your child develop a skill for paying attention to detail play the following game. Use picture flash cards, pictures taken from a magazine, or other resources. Let your child look at the picture for about five seconds. Turn the picture over, so they can no longer look at the picture. Ask them to describe the picture to you, giving as much detail as they can. Check to see how much they did remember. 


Personal Evaluation
· Are you committed to thoroughness in all you do?

· Would God be impressed with your thoroughness in hygiene: brushing teeth, washing hands, etc.?

· Do you picture God inspecting the jobs you do?

· Do you thoroughly examine your life before taking communion?

· Do you clean around items and also under them?

· When you paint, do you make sure there is adequate preparation, including drop cloths to protect floors and carpets?

· Do you complete all the necessary details of a job, or do you leave things for others to do, such as cleanup?

The Power for True Success

George Washington Carver
As a young boy, George Washington Carver learned the importance of not neglecting work and study to enjoy his love of nature and painting. This thoroughness in keeping his priorities straight later paid off when he became a botanist and chemist.

As the professor of agriculture at the Tuskegee Institute, he was approached by farmers asking him to help them restore their depleted fields to productivity. After careful research, he found that peanuts would be the best crop to plant. However, when the peanuts were harvested, the farmers found there was no market for their abundant crop. Feeling responsible, Professor Carver determined to create a market and go all the way in helping the farmers. After only two days, he found twenty new uses for the peanut. Not satisfied with this, he continued researching throughout his lifetime, discovering over three hundred uses for the peanut, including peanut butter!

Achieving True Success

The Price of a Comma
A woman touring Europe cabled her husband the following message: “Have found wonderful bracelet. Price seventy-five thousand dollars. May I buy it?”

Her husband immediately responded with the message: “No, price too high.” However, the telegraph operator missed one small detail in his transmission – the signal for a comma after the word “No.”

The wife in Europe received the reply: “No price too high.” Elated by the good news, she bought the bracelet. When she returned to the united states and showed the new bracelet to her shocked husband, he filed a lawsuit against the telegraph company…and won!

From that point on, telegraph rules required operators to spell out punctuation rather than use symbols. No price was too high to avoid the same mistake.

Character First! Series 4

Quotes
“People forget how fast you did a job; but they remember how well you did it.” – Howard W. Newton

· Sources used for compiling this mailing: 
· The Online Bible 

· Character First! Education Series 4, Oak Brook, IL 

· Character Clues Game (IBLP) 

· Achieving True Success: How to Build Character as a Family, International Association of Character Cities, Oklahoma City 

· The Power for True Success, IBLP, Oak Brook, IL 
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