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Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.

MOSES, MEEKEST OF MEN

By Clyde C. Miller & Steve Withrow

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.

Numbers 12:3

Introducing, Moses, Meekest of Men…  I said “meekest,” not “weakest,” and they are poles apart.  How so?  Meekness means to dwell in self-reality, knowing your weaknesses, working to improve, liking yourself all the while, trusting God enough to let Him fight the battles.  Enter Moses, “meekest of all men.”  A pantywaist pushover who wouldn’t stand up for his rights?  Gracious, NO!

Our story begins with Moses in Pharaoh’s court.  Moses’ mother, the daughter of Pharaoh, must have been truthful with him about his Jewish heritage so hated by the Egyptians.  One day, seeing one of the “brothers” being battered by an Egyptian slave driver (Exodus 2:11-12), he came to the Israeli’s aid.  He killed the Egyptian overlord for this abuse and thereby, declared himself one among, and with, his slave brothers.  For this “noble” act, God exalted him to the position of fugitive, outcast, wilderness wanderer, and shepherd for 40 years.  (Exodus 2:14-15)

As far as humility is concerned, Moses was definitely a work-in-progress at this point.  He had not yet learned that God himself is the best defense of the defenseless.  (II Chronicles 16:9 & Psalm 35:7)  To liberate under God’s direction is one thing.  To liberate without it just substitutes one abuser for another.

God’s appointed law-giver could not be a law-breaker no matter how noble the cause.  God saw the intentions of his heart, but Moses needed humility.  God would not exalt him to the position of “savior” to his enslaved countrymen until he had learned it.  (Exodus 3:7-11)

Moses grew in humility to the point where God fought his personal battles for him.  As Moses humbly stayed his hand, choosing not to defend himself, again and again the hand of the Almighty would move on his behalf.  (* See below)  And as the people saw how powerfully God worked through humble Moses, their respect for him grew and grew… quite a contrast to their reaction when he killed the Egyptian.  (Exodus 2:14)

Once Moses learned true humility, God exalted Him to the MAX!  (Deut 34:10-12)  The reverence for Moses became so great that, not until recent times, would any Jewish man or woman name his or her child “Moses,” - Joshua, yes, Moses, no!  It was just too sacred a name.  “Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and He will lift you up.”  (James 4:10)


Some questions for group discussion
Leaders:  Select the strongest questions for your group according to the time that is available to you.  If you only have time for one question, consider using either question 3 or question 5)

1. Why are humility and meekness so often associated with weakness of character instead of strength of character?

2. Why is self-assertion so often associated with strength of character instead of weakness of character?

3. Can a person be both assertive and humble at the same time?  If yes, let’s use the example of Moses as a backdrop.  What do you think are the keys to the balancing act?  (alternate 2nd ½ of question – What types of things did Moses do later in life that he didn’t do earlier in life, that proved he had become truly humble?)

Leaders:  Some things to emphasize.

· Listening to God, and discerning his will are important to knowing when to be assertive.

· Humility is an all the time thing.  Assertiveness is not necessarily an all the time thing.

· Assertiveness ensures that things get done.  Justice and righteousness ensure that things get done right.  Humility ensures that things get done the right way and with the right spirit.

4. Have you ever been in a situation where something you had intended for good got messed up because you didn’t show proper humility?  Encourage the group to share.  If you had it to do over again, what would you change?

5. If you had to teach someone else how to be genuinely humble in the midst of circumstances that require self-assertion, what would you tell them?

Leaders:  Focus the group on the need to serve others.  Focus on self-assertion as an expression of servanthood, rather than an expression of self-exaltation or lordship.  The humble try to serve everyone involved.  (Moses certainly didn’t serve the dead Egyptian did he?

6. Compare the operational definition at the top of the page with the operational definition at the bottom of the page?  How do they compare in the way they describe the humility we see in Moses’ life?

7. In what areas, and in what types of circumstances, do you need to focus more on humility?  What are you going to do about it?  Who is going to hold you accountable?
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*Consider the following incidences of God’s intervention.


1.	God promised to intervene if the Israelites or Pharaoh would not believe him.  Exodus 4:1-9


2.	When Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go, God afflicted them with 10 plagues


3.	God fought for Israel at the Red Sea Crossing.  Exodus 14:10-14, especially 13-14


4.	God defends Moses from the rebellion of Korah and 250 leaders.  The ground opens up.  Numbers 16:1-40, especially verses 4, 20-22, and 28-30.


5.	God defends Moses and Aaron against the congregation.  The plague.  Numbers 16:41-50








Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord

and seeking His will for every decision.


