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Jesus’ Journey to the Cross
DECISIVENESS vs. Procrastination

The ability to recognize key factors and finalize difficult decisions.

Mark 14:36


…Yet not what I want, but what you want.

Jesus, just before the guards from the High Priest took him, spent time in prayer on the Mount of Olives (also known as Gethsemane).  He was about to face the most difficult moment of his 33-year-old life and possibly the most difficult time a human being has ever had to face.  He, as an innocent man, was to be beaten, mocked, ridiculed, and crucified for crimes he did not commit. 

Jesus had declared he was going to fulfill the purpose for which his Father had sent him.  He had spoken and traveled openly, declaring he was doing the will of his Father, doing what the Father was doing, and saying what the Father wanted to be said. 

Jesus knew that at the appointed time he was to die for the sins of the world, the sins of you and me, in order to deliver us from our sinful nature and allow us to become children of God.  He knew he had to be in the right place at the right time in order to fulfill God’s plan for the redemption of creation.

Now we find him praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, asking the Father if there was another way to accomplish the goal of redemption and pay for the price of the sins of the world.

Because of the decisiveness of Jesus, his disciples trusted him to be obedient to the Father.  He was able to discuss with the Father other alternatives to reach the desired end.  Jesus never “tried to get out of” his commitment to deliver us from our sin; he only expressed a question about the method used to achieve the ends.

Because of the decisiveness of Jesus, he never turned back, once the plain direction was established. He made up his mind and knew the Father’s direction was correct.

Because of the decisiveness of Jesus, we can have confidence that our sins are forgiven and we are acceptable to the Father as his children.

Does your family know that they can trust your decisions as being well thought out and trust that you will not change your mind at the first whim?

Do your co-workers know that once you have decided on the right course of action, you will not change “mid stream” and leave them hanging?

Do you live your life by what others think, or do you do what is right because it is right, no matter what the personal cost?

Decisiveness will make you the leader that others trust, respect, and respond to.  What a wonderful place to start sharing your faith, as others know they can trust your decisions!

Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of decisiveness into your life (write these on a poster, board, or overhead transparency).

1. I will not look back

2. I will do what I say

3. I will make the right decisions and stick to it.

4. I will look at thing from more than one point of view before making up my mind

5. I will not give in to peer pressure.

Closing #1: Let’s dialog about it with one another.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing decisiveness in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask groups to share their feelings with the whole group.

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice decisiveness in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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