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Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.

THE MYTH OF THE SELF MADE MAN

By Craig E. Beckley

Teacher, Moores Hill, Indiana

Three Texts

I Corinthians 12:16-18

And if the ear should say, “because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.”

The Lesson

No one is an island unto himself.  None of us are sufficient all by ourselves.  God made us that way! 

Genesis 2:18

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”


The Lessons
1
One of the first things that God did in addressing the needs of man was to realize that he needed relationships and dependence on someone else, he shouldn’t be alone.

2
And, not only that he shouldn’t be alone, but also there were appropriate relationship that needed to be built in order for man to be successful.

How foolish then does the term “self made man” seem in light of God’s  acknowledgement of our need for relationship with others?  

3
Humility forces us to recognize that our successes are dependent on a myriad of circumstances and opportunities that others had a part in.  Other people, and the design of divine Providence have brought us to any achievement that is worth recognizing.

Romans 1:11-12

For I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine.  


The Lessons
1 We all have our ministries (gifts) to impart to the body.

Paul explains the nature of the gift & how it is imparted:

Paul the Apostle says here, what could be considered a pride filled statement.  What is the spiritual gift that he wants to impart?  Is it his fine preaching or intellectual ability?  I think not.  Paul knew that without the Spirit of God having an intimate involvement with everything that he did, he was doomed to “missing the mark.”   The “gift” was allowing the Holy Spirit to do through Paul, the work that God had called him to.  Paul had such confidence that God would use him, because he know that the only way the work would be accomplished, was if he allowed God to do it through him.  Paul was the pipe that God would “flow” the water of his Spirit through.  It is the cool water that refreshes, not the pipe it comes through, and because of the humility that he had learned, Paul could say boldly that the “gift” would be imparted when he came to see them.


2
The ministries (gifts) we have to impart can only be delivered in a community.

Later in the second verse, he concludes that it is by the mutual faith of you and me.  In other words, we are working together so that God can work through us.  My growth is dependent on you and your growth is dependent on me. 

Conclusion & Application

Do you recognize the working of God and others in your life, or are you living for yourself?…  Assuming that “I can get it on my own?”  What a sad ending that attitude brings upon the believer. 

A
Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of humility into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency). 

1. I will praise my parents, teachers, teammates and coaches.

2. I will not think more highly of myself than I ought.

3. I will take responsibility for all my actions.

4. I will try again after each defeat.

5. I will give credit to those who have made me successful.

B
Closing #1:
Let’s discuss the character quality of humility together.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing humility in their families and with acquaintances.

· Encourage the group to keep in contact throughout the week and hold each other accountable.

C
Closing #2:
Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice humility in your life.
· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord

and seeking His will for every decision.


