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Humility is acknowledging that achievement results

from the investment of others in my life.

RUTH

By Ron Wallie

Husband and Father of Eight, Southington, Ohio

I.
Background

Ruth was a gentile (non-Jewish) woman who became an ancestor, not only of King David, but also our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  This is amazing when one realizes that Jews in the Old Testament were not to intermarry with foreigners.  It is also amazing that a woman would be listed in any genealogy of the Bible.  But read Matthew 1:5, and you will find her name.  Also, go to the book of Ruth in the Old Testament to read her story.

The story begins with a Jewish couple, Elimelech and Naomi.  The couple and their two sons leave Judah and their Jewish relatives because of a famine.  The family ends up in the land of  Moab where the sons marry two Moabite women, Ruth and Orpah.  First, Naomi’s husband dies.  Next, the two sons die, leaving all three women widows.                                                                            

Orpah decided to go back to her Moabite people and gods.  Ruth, however, refused to leave Naomi who was going back to the land of Israel:  “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge.  Your people shall be my people; and your God, my God.”                                                

II.
The demonstration of Ruth’s humility

Why did one daughter-in-law go back to her own people, while the other left her people to go to a foreign land and a new faith?  Part of the answer can be found in Ruth’s humble character.  She greatly appreciated Naomi and all Naomi meant to her.  Even though Naomi had suffered the terrible loss of her husband and two sons, her faith in the one true God was imparted to Ruth; and Ruth wanted to continue her relationship with Naomi and Naomi’s God.  As a result, God blesses Ruth by leading her to marry one of Naomi’s relatives, Boaz.  They have a baby, Obed, who becomes the ancestor of many kings, including David and Jesus Christ.            

III.
Humility in our lives
Here are the five “I will” statements for this study:

· I will praise my parents, teachers, teammates, and coaches.

· I will not think more highly of myself than I ought.

· I will take responsibility for all my actions.

· I will try again after each defeat.

· I will give credit to those who have made me successful.

IV.
Humility in my life this week

· Since humility includes acknowledging the investment others have made in your life, you will get the greatest investment from those with the best character.  Review your friendships and seek to cultivate those which are wholesome, like Ruth did with Naomi and Boaz.

· Cultivate your relationship with the one true God by reading His word daily and praying.

· Ruth lost her husband to death, but was open to love again with Boaz.  Where in your life have you experienced defeat or tragedy?  What steps are you going to take to be victorious  in those areas where your hurts are the deepest?  How will humility help you accomplish your goal?

· Ruth’s humility expressed itself in her service to Naomi, and loving service to Boaz.  How will you tangibly serve others this week.  How will you let the humility of Christ be seen in you?

· Naomi had invested in Ruth’s life, and gave wise counsel that contributed to her future success with Boaz.  Who has invested in your success thus far in your life?  Choose two or three people and write them a note this week that expresses your gratitude for their investment in your life.
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Humility is recognizing and acknowledging my total dependence upon the Lord

and seeking His will for every decision.


