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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.

PAUL & THE MACEDONIAN CALL

By Craig E. Beckley

Teacher, Moores Hill, IN

Our Text

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia.  When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.  So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.  During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Acts 16:6-10
The Story

From studying the teachings and stories of the ministry of the Apostle Paul one might think that he was a rather hardheaded, stubborn, and rigid individual.  The story of Paul and Barnabas, departing from each other prior to the second missionary trip because of their disagreement over John Mark, is such an example. 

However, when it came to being flexible in doing the will of the Lord, Paul had learned to yield to what was important.

Paul and Silas had headed north from Antioch, intending to visit the churches where they had ministered in the past.  They passed through the regions of central Turkey, and Paul had every intention to visit the churches of western Turkey, in an area called Asia.  The Holy Spirit changed his plans by preventing him to go there.  Next he decided that perhaps he should go into northern Turkey and visit the churches of Bithynia.  Here also, the Spirit of the Lord prevented him from going there.  It is fortunate for Paul that he didn’t have a “do or die” attitude about going where he wanted.  

The Scriptures do not go into detail about how the Lord prevented Paul from going to these different areas.  It was probably not an audible voice, because the Lord had to speak to him in a dream at the end of this passage.  Was it the circumstances that Paul saw as the hand of God directing his path?  Was it because of things that we would have attributed to “the devil getting in our way,” when all the time God was trying to express his will over ours?     

God spoke to him in a dream this time, and directed him to go to Macedonia.  Obviously, this was not Paul’s first plan.  However, he knew that if he was to follow the Lord and not his own will, he had to be flexible in allowing the Holy Spirit to determine the direction of his ministry.

It is obvious that even though his campaign through Macedonia brought great persecution upon Paul and the new young churches he established, great success followed the ministry of Paul and Silas too as they shared the gospel.  These young churches thrived.

Is there a Macedonia in your life that you have overlooked?  Perhaps you believe you are doing God’s will and fighting the devil to do it, when all along you’ve just been too strong-minded to hear God’s voice and adjust to the direction of His leading.  Perhaps God has been speaking to you to take a different direction, but you are so busy “working” for God that you can’t hear him!  Let us learn to be more flexible and perhaps see more victories in our lives.

Application
Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of flexibility into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency). 

1. I will not get upset when plans change.

2. I will respect the decisions of my authorities.

3. I will not be stubborn.

4. I will look for the good in changes.

5. I will not compromise what is right

Closing #1: Let’s discuss it together.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Encourage the groups to draw parallels between Paul’s experience and their own.

· Ask them if they think it is more likely that we miss God’s will because He is silent or because we are resistant.

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing flexibility in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask  the group members what type of action plans could be put into place to help them produce more flexibility and less resistance in their lives. (emphasize the practical exercise of the “I wills.”

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice flexibility in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


