[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.

JOSEPH, THE HUSBAND OF MARY

By Ron Wallie

Husband & Father of Nine - Southington, OH

Flexibility Defined

· Flexibility is willingness to change plans or ideas according to the direction of my authorities.

· Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving

Biblical Example:
Joseph, The Husband Of Mary

(Textual background – Matthew 1 & 2, and Luke 2:41-52
God found Joseph to be a man ready to change plans at a moment’s notice.  This quality was especially helpful in Joseph’s responsibilities as the Messiah’s earthly father.  For example:

· Joseph was planning to marry a young lady, Mary, whom he later learned was already pregnant.  Because she was pregnant, he was going to cancel the marriage.  But an angel of God told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife:  “ . . . that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  (Matthew 1:18)   Joseph believed God and married her.

· Caesar Augustus decreed that everyone had to register for a census by going to the city of their forefathers.  Joseph took his pregnant wife, Mary, and went to Bethlehem:  Jesus was born in a stable, requiring great flexibility for not only Joseph, but Mary.

· Again, an angel of God appears to Joseph and tells him to take Mary and their little boy, Jesus, to live in Egypt.  In this way, they avoided King Herod’s slaying of all boys Jesus’ age in the Bethlehem area.

· Eventually, an angel again appears to Joseph to tell him Herod has died:  Joseph and his family move back to Galilee.

· Finally, in Luke’s gospel Jesus gets “lost” from their Passover traveling party, only to be “found” teaching and asking questions in the temple.  Jesus asked a question of his parents that required unusual flexibility on Joseph’s part:  “Why is it that you sought Me?  Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”  (Luke 2:49)  Joseph, a working man who would normally seek to pass the family business down to his eldest son, had to be flexible to allow Jesus to pursue the vocation of his True Father.

Flexibility In Our Lives

Imagine how inconvenient it must have been for Joseph and Mary to make all these adjustments.  Their flexibility enabled God to entrust Jesus to their care.  If we practice the following “I will” statements, it will help us to become more flexible, just like Joseph and, therefore, more useable to the LORD:


I will not get upset when plans change.


I will respect the decisions of my authorities.


I will not be stubborn.


I will look for the good in changes.


I will not compromise what is right.

Flexibility In My Life This Week

Flexibility is an asset to followers and leaders alike.  In other words, it doesn’t matter if one is in a position of authority or in a position of submitting to authority.  (And most of us wear both hats)  The ability to change plans may mark the difference between success and failure.  Evaluate the situations in which you currently find yourself at work, at school or at home.  Ask these questions:

1. Am I open to the suggestions of those under me who may have better methods or plans?

2. Do I change methods or plans too often so that it is difficult to complete a task?

3. Am I open to God or my authorities changing my plans or methods?

Actually, it takes wisdom to know when or how to change things.  How did Joseph know he was making the right moves?  He knew God, and he was flexible to do whatever God asked of him.
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Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


