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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.

NOAH

By Craig E. Beckley

Teacher - Moores Hill, IN

Cautiousness Defined
· Cautious is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.

· Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.

Today’s Text  --  Genesis 6:8  --  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
Interacting With the Word
After human beings had started to populate the earth, they began to fall away from a relationship with the Lord and began to “do their own thing”.  The scriptural term for following our own ways, instead of the ways of the Lord, is iniquity.  In Noah’s time iniquity was rampant in the earth.  He was the one man whose heart remained tender toward God, and Noah had favor with God.

God spoke to Noah and told him that something was about to happen in the earth that had never happened before; it was going to rain, and the rain would bring a flood.  Until this time, the plants were nourished by a mist that came up in the mornings and watered the earth daily.

God told Noah that He was going to destroy everything He had made.  He was going to do it by raining water from the sky, something which had never happened before, and the only way to escape was to build a boat, the likes of which Noah had never seen.  

Now at this point, having received God’s clear instructions, Noah could have resorted to his original frame of reference comprised of the earthly things he had experienced and seen, thus condemning himself and his family to death, or he could be careful to follow the instructions of God and thereby, through caution, preserve himself and his family.

An argument could be made that no matter how Noah decided he could be considered  to be cautious.  He could have been cautious to follow the wisdom and pattern his own experiences to date, and thus avoid the ridicule of the rest of the world for the next 120 years of construction.  Or, he could be cautious to follow the will of the Lord which called him to do something entirely new and different, which would necessitate a daily walk of faith, and would show him how to stand alone for God despite the opinions of others, and in so doing escape a judgment that in itself was new, different, and previously unheard of.

Whether Noah would be expressing caution or folly would be determined entirely by his definition of ultimate reality.  If he believed there was no God, then it would be a logical conclusion that the way of caution was to not build the ark.  But if God had indeed spoken, then the only way of caution would be the path of obedience.  It is interesting to note that Noah’s ability to discern which path was the path of true caution was almost pre-determined by his earlier walk with God.  (Gen 6:9)  Because he had walked with God throughout his life he was able to hear God’s voice when no one else was even listening.  

You should know that Noah was obedient, and the human race was saved on the earth, as we know it today.  However, it appears that the force of iniquity is still alive-and-well in the earth.  The desire to do what seems right in one’s own eyes rather than do what is right in the sight of God is now as it was, the spirit of the age.

God only gave Noah seven days warning as to when the rain would begin. (Gen 7:4)  Surely a vessel this huge was an enormous undertaking that took many years,* but only seven days notice about the start of the rain.  

The timing of God in Noah’s life was critical to the success and survival of Noah.  God’s timing in your life is just as critical, and you have a task to do that is just as important to God’s plan as Noah’s task was.  Perhaps yours will not be as sweeping, but in God’s eyes, just as important.

Remember that you have found grace, just like Noah did, in God’s eyes through Jesus our Lord!  What has the Lord called you to do?  Are you as cautious as Noah to do it, as the Lord has instructed?  Are you cautious to serve your employer as Jesus instructed or do you treat your boss in an evil way, like everyone else is doing?  Are you careful to raise your children and God has said, or is the way the world does it good enough?

Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of cautiousness into your life.  (Write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency.)

1. I will think before I act.

2. I will follow safety rules.

3. I will ask permission.

4. I will talk at the right time.

5. I will look out for danger.

Closing #1: Let’s discuss this together.  (Choose several questions or all)

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Ask the groups how the story of Noah applies to their own lives.

· What made Noah’s carefulness to do God’s will so remarkable?

· Why are we often more cautious to defend ourselves from God’s leading, rather than cautious to follow God’s leading? 

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing cautiousness in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask groups to share practical ideas regarding how to apply cautiousness to their own lives.

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To show you how to practice cautiousness in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.
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*Editor’s Note:


Many fine Bible scholars agree that the ark, because of its size (450’ long x 75’ wide x 45’ high, with multiple floors and stalls), and the extremely limited labor pool, and the difficulty of procuring pitch (which was the sealant used in the ark and would need to be transported over many miles), took many, many years to build, perhaps as much as 100-120 years.





There are strong internal evidences that also support this assertion.  In Genesis 5:32, just prior to the ark/flood narrative, Noah is 500 years old, but in 7:6 he was 600 years old when the floodwaters began.  Also note that in 6:3 God placed a clock on how much longer he would strive with man before He would execute judgment.  The time limit was 120 years.  In the context of Noah’s age chronology, combined with God’s imposed time limit, we can infer a lengthy construction time.  It is unlikely that God’s time limit of 120 years until judgment was just an arbitrary choice.  It allowed for the construction time necessary to complete the project.





This lengthy construction period would expose Noah and his family to years of open ridicule.  --SW
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