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Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.

DAVID SEEKS THE LORD’S TIMING

By Margaret Garner

Senior Associate, Worldwide Discipleship Association – Fayetteville, GA

Cautiousness

· Cautiousness is knowing how important right timing is in accomplishing right actions.

· Cautiousness is planning for the success of a venture by following the ways of God rather than my natural inclinations.

Biblical Example:  David  —  II Samuel 5:22-25

King David became known as a great warrior as he won victory after victory in battle.  Time after time he sought the Lord, and the Lord gave the enemy over to David's army.  In II Samuel 5:22-25 David and his men are again going up against the Philistines, and David inquires of the Lord.  But this time, God's instructions are different.  

He tells David: Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in front of the balsam trees.  As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move quickly, because that will mean the LORD has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army.  

God's instructions required that David exercise caution in his leadership.  He must not use the techniques, actions and timing that he had used before in his military leadership.  Instead, he must use God's strategy and wait for God's sign.  If David had responded rashly and failed to "circle around behind them," or failed to wait to "hear the sound of the marching in the tops of the balsam trees," the battle would have been lost.  The victory depended not on might, but on God's strategy and timing, and David proved himself an obedient and cautious servant of God.

Cautiousness In Our Lives—

Some practical evidences of cautiousness in our lives today are seen in the following “I will” statements:


I will think before I act.


I will follow safety rules.


I will ask permission.


I will talk at the right time.


I will look out for danger.


Divide into pairs or small groups and discuss:

· What were some of the advantages for David of being cautious?  What are some of the advantages (the benefits) for us of being cautious?  (Some possible answers: make wise decisions, are loving and kind to others, not impulsive, do not waste time, etc.)
· Can you think of a situation in David’s life where a lack of cautiousness created difficulty?  (David’s sin with Bathsheba.  The neglect, and lack of spiritual guidance given to his own son, Absalom that led to Absalom’s coup de etat.  David’s contemplated murder of Nabal, which fortunately was appeased by Abigail, Nabal’s wife.)  Think of a situation you know about in which a lack of cautiousness has caused difficulty.  (Perhaps a situation in which someone acted without thinking or talked too quickly or failed to watch for danger, etc.) 
Cautiousness In My Life This Week—

Spend a few minutes in personal reflection:

· As you read the "I wills", which one is the hardest for you to live?

· Why do you think this is true?

· Ask God to show you what He wants you to do this week to grow in this area?  Share this with a trusted friend who can pray with and for you.
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